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 What is History?  Why study it and why should 
we care?

 "What experience and history teach is this-that people and 
governments never have learned anything from history, or 
acted on principles deduced from it." G. W. F. Hegel

 "The function of the historian is neither to love the past nor 
to emancipate himself from the past, but to master and 
understand it as the key to the understanding of the 
present." E. H. Carr 

 "If you do not like the past, change it." William L. Burton

 “Who controls the past controls the future: who controls the 
present controls the past.” George Orwell

 “The first lesson of history is the good of evil.”  Ralph Waldo 
Emerson

 My name is Mr. Cegielski (or Mr. C.)!

 I have a Master’s degree in History, and I have been teaching for over 8 
years.

 I develop innovative lessons which challenge you to get creative and to use 
your critical thinking skills.   

 I have a technology focus, which may require you to use PowerPoint and 
other media formats. 

 When I present a PowerPoint presentation to you, you should listen actively 
and take notes. 
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 History helps you discover how your world evolved.

 History trains your mind and teaches you how to 
think and process info.

 The pursuit of historical events and people is fun -
a form of time travel.

 A lack of historical knowledge prevents people 
from truly understanding the world they live in 

 History helps you understand the origins of 
modern political and social problems.

 History lets you learn how and why people 
behaved as they did, whether they are Elizabeth 
I, Hitler or John Lennon...

 History makes you appreciate that people in the 
past were not just 'good' or 'bad', but motivated 
in complex and inconsistent ways, just like us.
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 History helps you make sense of most other subjects.

 History provides you with the skills employers are 
looking for.

 History gives you back your past.

 Without an understanding of the past, the present 
doesn't make much sense 

"Those who cannot

remember the past 

are condemned 

to repeat it."

What do you think this statement means? 
Do you agree with it?  Why/not?
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Edward Norton
•Famous actor
•studied History at Yale 

Mira Sorvino 
•Famous actress
•studied History at Harvard 
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Chris Martin 
•Band: Coldplay
•Stuied UCL 

Sting
•Famous musician
•History teacher 
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 History is the study of past human 
events and activities.

 Anthropology- the study of human 
beings, their distribution, 
origins, classification, cultures, etc.

 Physical Anthropologists- study, 
specifically, the physical remains of 
people (bones, etc.) to determine how 
they looked.

 Archaeology- the study of material remains of 
people, called artifacts, such as tools and weapons, to 
determine what their lives were like

 Geology- the study of the planet earth- its 
history as it is recorded in itself ( its rocks, rock 
formations, etc.)
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Scientist- A learned 
investigator who uses the 
scientific method of study:  
theory & investigation 
and/or experimentation  & 
collection of data= scientific 
conclusion.
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I. The earth is approximately 
5 billion years old.



10/3/2009

9

 The first living things, one-celled water 
dwelling plants/animals first appeared 
approximately 4 billion years ago.

 A. They advanced to multi-celled creatures

 B.  Amphibians-- creatures that can live on 
land and in water, like frogs, brought creatures 
onto land.
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 Evolution – The theory that all living things 
change, or evolve, through time in order to adapt to 
their environments.

 The scientist Charles Darwin developed the theory 
of evolution during the 1800’s. He argued that only 
the strongest , most well-adapted organisms will 
survive while others will go extinct, or die out.

 Organisms change by developing mutations.  
Mutations that prove successful remain.

 According to scientists, humans  and primates 
emerged from a common ancestor.  Through time, 
humans evolved by gaining the ability to walk 
upright as well as bigger brains.
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III. Hominids - "Two- legged primates" 
first appeared approximately 4 
million years ago.

 First hominid species was called Australopithecus 
afarensis, which lived at least 4 million years ago.

 Discovered by a scientist named Don Johanson in 
Hadar, Ethiopia.

 The skeleton was named “Lucy.” Lucy  was only 
about 3 feet, 8 inches tall. Males were somewhat 
taller and twice as robust.



10/3/2009

12

Pre-human hominids called Homo 
Erectus used fire and made tools. 
They lived approximately 2 million
years ago.
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 B. Homo Sapiens, true humans, first 
appeared approximately 100,000 years 
ago.

1. Neanderthal- died out

2.Cro-Magnon- our ancestors.
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 1) Go to the website www.becominghuman.org. 

 2) Download the program on a pc. 

 3) Watch all segments of the program and explore 
the other features, such as the anatomy of “early 
humans.”

 4) Completing all 19 questions and the “Final 
Assignment” on the worksheet, downloadable 
from my website www.historyscholars.weebly.com.

http://www.becominghuman.org/
http://www.historyscholars.weebly.com/
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Prompt:  According to scientists, how did the changing environment
Force early hominids to evolve?  What factors determined the success
Or extinction of a species?  Are you convinced by the “Eve” theory?  Explain.

http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=51D79C0A-7537-4305-BA98-6D35F00BA55C&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
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Paleolithic era (Old Stone Age)

2 million B.C. – 8,000 B.C.

Mesolithic (Middle Stone Age)
 8,000 B.C – 6,000 B.C.

Neolithic (New Stone Age)
 6,000 B.C – 3,000 B.C.

 1. tools and 
weapons of stone 
and bone

 2. used fire

 3. music and art

 4. traded

 5. language

 6. religion 
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1. stored food and water in pottery jars
2. bow and arrow
3. boats, nets, spears and fishhooks
4. domesticated dogs

 1. agriculture,  crops, and livestock

 2. permanent settlements

 3. specialization of labor

 4. irrigation

 5. weaving

 6. government

 7. metal working

 8. writing
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 I. Tin and Copper, melted together in the 
proper amounts make bronze.

 C. Metallurgy, the making and shaping of 
metal, was "born."
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A. 3500 B.C. in the Middle 
East 

1800 B.C. in China 

1100 A.D. in the Americas 

B. Bronze is a stronger metal than 
copper. Bronze plows could be 
made from it.

 1. Irrigation ditches

 2. Larger cultivated areas
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 II. Other important inventions of this 
period included:

 A. The sailboat

 B. The potter's wheel
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