
Why was there lawlessness and violence in the west?





Geographical Factors


The West was a vast area. Transport was slow so it was impossible to get from one place to another quickly. This meant that it was very difficult to enforce law and order.





Political Factors


During the early years a large number of cow towns and mining towns were established. There was a shortage of law enforcement officers and the government did not provide money to employ or train new ones. 





Economic Factors


There were conflicts between different economic groups:


Cowboys and townspeople, homesteaders and ranchers, miners and hunters, sheep herders and ranchers, cattle barons and small ranchers.





Social Factors


1. There were conflicts between different ethnic groups:


blacks, Chinese, Europeans, Indians, Mexicans and Settlers from the Eastern states.


2. Soldiers returning from the Civil War found it difficult to adjust to civilian life.








Values and Attitudes


People tended to settle disputes by themselves rather than involving the law.


Most Westerners carried guns. It was not against the law to shoot a man in self-defence providing the man was armed.
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