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The Expansion of The American West

Legendary Women of the West-Part One 


Whether she was addressed as Madame or Ma'am, Señorita or Squaw, a woman needed guts to live out West. The "weaker sex" encountered savage, brutal and obnoxious obstacles and these were just from men! It did not matter whether the man was white or red. The women of the west , also had to deal with mean old Mother Nature and a plague or two. In spite of these obstacles, or maybe because of them, the American frontier attracted legions of nonconforming women--mavericks, loners, eccentrics and adventurers. And through it all they kept their sense of humor: "I've got 350 head of cattle and one son," said a widowed ranch woman, "Don't know which was harder to raise." 

Women of the wild west had to be a resourceful lot to cope with the elements that surrounded them: the harsh conditions, lawlessness and living in an age where there were few amenities. Some women took to the gun as readily as any man and others made lives for themselves apart from dignified society. But for women who made the trek west with their families, their lot in life was to raise children, run a household (that included food processing, candle and soap making, spinning, weaving, knitting, etc.), establishing schools , churches, and occasionally ward off Indian attacks. 

Despite the harshness of the Western Frontiers, the west would never have been tamed with out the helping hand of women, both good and bad.

	
	Annie Oakley
Annie Oakley's real name was Phoebe Moses and she was born in Darke County, Ohio in 1860. She helped her family survive by hunting and selling wild game. Though she learned to use a rifle for practical reasons, she eventually became a skilled sharpshooter (a person skillful in hitting a target). She met her husband, Frank Butler, in a shooting contest in Ohio, and legend has it that she won the match with 25 out of 25 shots, to his 24. 

Together, Frank Butler and Annie Oakley created a show and began to travel around the country giving shooting demonstrations, even joining the circus as "champion rifle shots." The husband-and-wife team joined Buffalo Bill's Wild West show in 1885 and toured with the show for sixteen years. This celebration of the "Old West" included skits of stage robberies, gunfights, and military exhibitions. gunfights and military exhibitions.



Though most heroes of the “Wild West” were men, Buffalo Bill’s show celebrated Annie Oakley’s skills, and she became one of the most famous women of the West. Her nickname, "Little Sure Shot", was given to her by Chief Sitting Bull who was so amazed by her skills. Once, at the invitation of Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany, she knocked the ashes off a cigarette he was holding in his mouth.

She was severely injured in 1901 when the train that carried the Wild West show collided with another and she became partially paralyzed. She performed again but not as the same Annie. She died in 1926, a few years after an auto accident from which she never regained her health.

	Calamity Jane
She was born Martha Jane Canary; there are numerous tales of how she got her nickname but no one knows for sure. She was a tough cookie and dressed like a man, in buckskins. By the time she was 18, after moving to Salt Lake City with her parents after the Civil War, Jane had been a nurse, a dishwasher, a waitress, a cook and an ox-team driver. 

She had a reputation for being able to handle a man, shoot like a cowboy, skills that took her into Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show where she performed sharp shooting astride her horse. The love of her life was Wild Bill Hickok. They were secretly married in 1870 but he took off after the birth of their daughter three years later. Jane then remarried as had Hickok and they were reunited briefly, just before Hickok was killed. During the 1870's, Jane was the subject of some dime novels which brought her national fame. She is buried in Deadwood near Wild Bill Hickok. 
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Big Nose Kate and her sister
	Big Nosed Kate
She was born Mary Catherine Elder in Hungary and was reported to have been the wife of Doc Holiday, although there are no records of the marriage. She traveled with Holiday to Texas, Dodge City, Las Vegas, New Mexico and finally Tombstone, Arizona. In 1880, Kate moved to Globe, Arizona when Holiday went on to Tombstone to join up with the Earps. She was visiting her beau during the gunfight at the O.K. Corral then married another whom she later left. 


	Cattle Kate 
She was born Ella Watson. Cattle Kate was a prostitute who was hung by vigilantes after being accused of stealing cattle in Wyoming, an act which spurred the Johnson County War. She was not a thief but most likely took some cattle for payment for her services. 

Even though she married in 1886, she continued her job and claimed a homestead right next to her husband's (James Averell). Both of their homesteads were located right in the middle of land belonging to big time cattleman Albert J. Bothwell and there were many disputes among them. That dispute lead to Bothwell pulling Cattle Kate and her husband out of their homes and lynching them. 
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Questions


1. Women of the west had to be resourceful.
A. True
B. False

2. How were they resourceful ? ___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

3. Annie Oakley helped her family survive by hunting and selling game, or wild animals.
A. True
B. False

3. Annie Oakley learned to use a rifle for practical reasons, she eventually became a skilled ________________
A. Gunman
B. Sharpshooter 
C. Outlaw
C. None of the above

4. How did Calamity Jane dress ? __________________________________________________________

5. Big Nose Kate was reported to have been the wife of ______________________
A. Wyatt Earp
B. Jessie James
C. Doc Holiday
D. Billy the Kid

6. What happen to Cattle Kate and her husband? _______________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________


Answers
Look up the fallowing words in the dictionary- Online Dictorary
	1. Obnoxious ___________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________
2. Eccentrics ___________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________
3. Mavericks ___________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________
4. Legions _____________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________
5. Resourceful __________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________
6. Amenities ____________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________


