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CHINESE DYNASTIES 

PROJECT (Part I): Compete on 

an Archaeological Expedition!
• 5-Paragraph Essay Directions: Using the websites I provide, locate 

artifacts—remains left behind by past civilizations—of your assigned Chinese 
dynasty and record them in the provided graphic organizer!  Artifacts can 
include: art, inventions, writing, and architecture. You will complete an 
outline and write a 5-paragraph essay in response to the following PROMPT: 
How do artifacts help historians and archaeologists to learn about and 
reconstruct the way of life of a particular Chinese dynasty? For your thesis 
statement, you MUST use three elements of PERSIA (Political, Economic, 
Religious, Social, Intellectual, Artistic) when addressing your civilization. You 
MUST complete the first draft of this essay by ___________ and the final draft 
of this essay by the assigned due date of _____________ in order to complete 
Part II—the fun PowerPoint/Poster Project!

• Dynasties:
– Qin (Ch’in) 221-206 B.C. 

– Han Dynasty, 206 B.C.E.-220 C.E.

– Sui Dynasty, 581-618 C.E.

– Tang Dynasty, 618-907 C.E.

– Song [Sung] Dynasty, 960-1279 C.E.

– Yuan (Mongol) Dynasty, 1279-1368 C.E.

– Ming Dynasty, 1368-1644 C.E.

– Qing Dynasty, 1644-1911 A.D.

Graphic Organizer for PART I
Artifact discovered (Please be specific;

Don’t simply say “pottery.”):

Why it’s important to our understanding of

the dynasty (Use complete sentences!)

EXPLAIN: How does your discovery of the above artifacts support your thesis statement for your 5

paragraph essay.  (Remember, think PERSIA!)
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Online Resources

• http://members.aol.com/Donnclass/Chinalife.html#CONFU -
Daily Life in Ancient China; Wide range of topics in Chinese 
history.

• http://www.penncharter.com/Student/china/index.html –
Ancient China 

• http://www-chaos.umd.edu/history/ancient1.html – Ancient 
Chinese Dynasties 

• http://www-chaosumd.edu/history/toc.html – History of 
China 

• http://www.yahooligans.com/Around_the_World/Countries/
China/History/Ancient_China/http://www.hanwei.com/cultur
e/coin.htm

• http://www.crystalinks.com/china.html– Ancient China Index 

• http://www.cmi.k12.il.us/~kempeja/Anewchina.html –
Ancient Chinese Resources 

• Note: If you need to use another website, please check with 
me to make sure that the site is reliable.
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CHINESE DYNASTIES 

PROJECT (Part II): Compete on 

an Archaeological Expedition!
• Directions: Now, imagine that you are a famous, lead archaeologist of an 

excavation team. Using the websites I provided as well as the research and essay 
that you just completed, create a poster or 8-10 slide PowerPoint (30 points), 
which must include: 1) a creative title, 2) a one paragraph introductory explanation 
(with your original thesis statement) about what the artifacts reveal about the way 
of life of your dynasty and why your archaeological dig should continue to be 
funded, 3) photographs, paintings or your own illustrations of your findings 
(artifacts).  Each picture or illustration should include a 1-2 sentence caption 
describing the artifact and the website from which you obtained it.  Posters should 
be colorful and creative, since they will be presented and hung in class!  On 
presentation day, you WILL teach the class and convince us to support the 
continued funding of your excavation! DUE DATE: 

• Dynasties:
– Qin (Ch’in) 221-206 B.C. 

– Han Dynasty, 206 B.C.E.-220 C.E.

– Sui Dynasty, 581-618 C.E.

– Tang Dynasty, 618-907 C.E.

– Song [Sung] Dynasty, 960-1279 C.E.

– Yuan (Mongol) Dynasty, 1279-1368 C.E.

– Ming Dynasty, 1368-1644 C.E.

– Qing Dynasty, 1644-1911 A.D

Online Resources

• http://members.aol.com/Donnclass/Chinalife.html#CONFU -
Daily Life in Ancient China; Wide range of topics in Chinese 
history.

• http://www.penncharter.com/Student/china/index.html –
Ancient China 

• http://www-chaos.umd.edu/history/ancient1.html – Ancient 
Chinese Dynasties 

• http://www-chaosumd.edu/history/toc.html – History of 
China 

• http://www.yahooligans.com/Around_the_World/Countries/
China/History/Ancient_China/http://www.hanwei.com/cultur
e/coin.htm

• http://www.crystalinks.com/china.html– Ancient China Index 

• http://www.cmi.k12.il.us/~kempeja/Anewchina.html –
Ancient Chinese Resources 

• Note: If you need to use another website, please check with 
me to make sure that the site is reliable.
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What your poster should look like!
1) Title of Dynasty with years it existed

--Example: Ch’in Dynasty, 221-206 B.C.

2) Using complete sentences, a description of:

A) The thesis statement and presentation of what the 
artifacts reveal.

B) The Dynasties’ way of life and achievements—Ex. 
inventions, art, etc.

C) Your arguments for why your archaeological dig 
should continue to be funded

3) Several pictures of artifacts from your dynasty

with captions explaining what they are:

4) Decorate your poster, make it colorful and

prepare to present it to the class on Tuesday,

next week.

A wooden Bodhisattva from the 

Song Dynasty (960-1279 AD)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Wood_Bodhisattva.jpg

