
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

      
 
 
Do Now: What are some things that unite the United States 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are some feelings that characterized the Era of Good Feelings? 
 
 
 
 
What are some things that make Monroe a good candidate for the presidency? 
 
 
 
 Task: Who else believed in strict construction?  
 
 
 
Cultural Nationalism –  
 
Paintings – 
What sentiments do these images capture? 
 
 
Noah Webster –  
How did his creation facilitate nationalism? 
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5 
PRESIDENT JAMES MONROE 
1817 - 1825 
DEMOCRATIC-REPUBLICAN

- Age 58 
- old school Revolutionary 
- wore out-of-style clothing 
- First president inaugurated in March 
- chased his Sec. of State with a poker 

Was the Era of Good Feelings really an era of good feelings? 
 

Domestic Policy 



Parson Mason Weems -  
"When George was about 6 years old, he was made the wealthy owner of a hatchet! of which, like most little boys, he was 
immoderately fond; and was constantly going about chopping every thing which came in his way. One day, in the garden, 
where he often amused himself by hacking his mother's pea-sticks, he unluckily tried the edge of his hatchet on the body of a 
beautiful young English cherry tree, which he barked so terribly, that I don't believe the tree ever got the better of it. The next 
morning, the old gentleman, finding out what had befallen his tree, which, by the by, was a great favourite, came into the 
house; and with much warmth asked for the mischievous author, declaring at the same time, that be would not have taken 5 
guineas for his tree. Nobody would tell him anything about it. Presently George and his hatchet made their appearance. 
'George,' said his father, 'do you know who killed that beautiful little cherry tree yonder in the garden?'"  
 
"This was a tough question; and George staggered under it for a moment; but quickly recovered himself; and looking at his 
father, with the sweet face of youth brightened with the inexpressible charm of all-conquering truth, he bravely cried out, 'I 
can't tell a lie, Pa; you know I can't tell a lie. I did cut it with my hatchet.'--Run to my arms, you dearest boy, cried his father in 
transports, run to my arms; glad am I, George, that you killed my tree, for you have paid me for it a thousand fold. Such an act 
of heroism in my son is worth more than a thousand trees, though blossomed with silver and their fruits of purest gold."  
 
Tariff of 1816 – 
 
What is it? 
 
 
What is it designed to do? 
 
 
 
Henry Clay’s American System –  
 

1) Protective Tariffs –  
 
Designed to… 
 

2) National Bank –  
 

Designed to… 
 
3) Internal Improvements 

 
Designed to… 
 
 

Task: How do you think Monroe will react to Henry Clay’s American System?   
Explain… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I've got a mule and her name is Sal, 
Fifteen miles on the Erie Canal. 
She's a good ol' worker an' a good ol' pal, 
Fifteen miles on the Erie Canal. 
We've hauled some barges in our day, 
Filled with lumber, coal, and hay. 
And we know every inch of the way 
From Albany to Buffalo. 
 
 

(chorus) 
Low bridge, everybody down! 
Low bridge, hey we're comin' through a 
town! 
You'll always know your neighbor, 
And you'll always know your pal,  
If you've ever navigated on the Erie Canal.  
 

We'd better look around for a job, ol' gal,
Fifteen miles on the Erie Canal!  
You bet your life I'd never part with Sal, 
Fifteen miles on the Erie Canal! 
Git up there, mule, here comes a lock, 
We'll make Rome 'bout six o'clock, 
One more trip and back we'll go 
Right back home to Buffalo. 
 



The Panic of 1819 –  
 
Cause: 
 
 
Outcome: 
 
 
Why does the Federalist party die out? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Task: You better know that big Supreme Court case under the Marshall Court and the important 
decision that went with it or Gallucci is going to flip….  
 
 
Fletcher v. Peck: 
 
 
McCulloch v. Maryland: 
 
 
Gibbons v. Ogden: 
 
 
Task: What happened to the power of the federal government as a result of Chief Justice John 
Marshall’s decisions?  
 
 
 
 

 
The 64,000 question westerners faced is:  Should slavery be allowed in the new territories? 
Southerners believed: 

Northerners believed: 

The Old Democratic-Republicans The New Democratic-Republicans 

John Marshall’s Supreme Court

The Missouri Compromise 



Tallmadge Amendment: 
 
 
Missouri Compromise: 
 

Maine: 
 
Missouri: 
 
36o30’ Parallel: 

 
 
 
Task: Is this a good solution to the question of the extension of slavery?  Explain… 
 
 
 
 
 
Rush-Bagot Treaty –  
 
 
 
Florida –  
 
 
 
Monroe Doctrine: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monroe’s Foreign Policy 

Free State

Slave State

Free State

Slave State

Free State

Slave State

MEXICAN 
CESSION

OREGON 
COUNTRY

LOUISIANA 
PURCHASE

TEXASGADSDEN 
PURCHASE

FLORIDA

1803

1845

1848

Western Hemisphere Eastern Hemisphere 

Task: How does the Monroe Doctrine fit with  
Washington’s Farewell Address? Explain.  


