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h“Fjght Over

In this activity, youwill be expected to:
— 1) Work cooperativelyin a group
— 2)Rescarcha position in relation to the conflict, as India, Pakistan, the United
States, Kashmir, or China!
— 3)Writca three-paragraph, 400-word position paper, defending your country’s
position in relation to the conflict and making demands of the other countrics s

involved. In your concluding paragraph, offer onc or two possible alternative
solutionsif your demands cannotbe met. You needfive reliable sources listedina

bibliography.
~ 4)Participateina debate

— Please refer to your handout for further details.
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KASHMIR CONFLICT

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/world/kashmir/front.html
Who Is Involved?
India and Pakistan have a long-standing dispute over the state of Jammu and Kashmir, commonly known as Kashmir. The predominantly Muslim population is governed by the secular government of India. The armed forces of India and Pakistan maintain a frequently violated truce along what is known as the "Line of Control" dividing the region.

Since 1989, militant Islamic forces, including elements of al Qaeda and the Taliban, have used terrorism in an effort to drive India out of the region and establish Islamic rule. Pakistan says that India has perpetrated widespread human rights abuses to maintain its control. Since Sept. 11, India has said that it will go to war unless the cross-border attacks end. 

What is Kashmir?
Kashmir is a legendarily beautiful mountainous region of some 7 million people that is located where the borders of India, Pakistan and China meet. 

In 1947 the colonial-era rulers of Kashmir decided to join newly-independent India. Neighboring Pakistan thought the mostly Muslim region should be incorporated into Pakistan which also gained independence at that time. The two countries went to war over the issue in 1947-49 and again in 1965. In those conflicts Pakistan and China gained control of terrority claimed by India, although India held on to the most populated areas. 

Kashmir is dominated by the Himalayan mountains which rise to 28,000 feet. From May to October, the city of Srinigar serves as the capital. From November to April, the capital moves to the city of Jammu. Jammu is also the name of the surrounding region. 

Will there be war?
War is a real possibility. 

For India, three terrorist attacks in the last nine months, allegedly perpetrated by Pakistani-based militants, justify a military response. In October 2001, Islamic separatists killed 40 people in an attack on the legislature in Srinigar. In December, five Islamic gunmen entered the Indian parliament in New Delhi and killed seven people before being killed. In May, gunmen attacked an Indian army camp killing 30 people, many of them wives and children of Indian soldiers. India has responded with a military build-up along the Line of Control and has threatened to attack Islamic militants operating from Pakistan.

For Pakistan, India's threats are seen as an aggressive continuation of its policy of controlling Kashmir and also a threat to the Pakistani nation.

What is the U.S. position?
The United States is pressuring Pakistan to curb terrorism while discouraging India from attacking.

"We are making it very clear to both Pakistan and India that war will not serve their interests and we're a part of a international coalition applying pressure to both parties," President Bush said in May, "particularly to President Musharraf. He must stop the incursions across the Line of Control. He must do so."

Above all, the U.S. wants to avoid a war between two allies that could hinder the U.S. war on terrorism in Afghanistan and the search for al Qaeda leaders believed to be hiding in Pakistan.

Who has nuclear weapons?
Both Pakistan and India are nuclear powers. 

India tested three types of nuclear bombs in May 1998. As of the end of 1995, India had a total inventory of 315 to 345 kilograms of weapons-grade plutonium, according to one study, enough for 20 to 60 weapons. Pakistan also detonated nuclear weapons in May 1998 and is reported to have up to 10 nuclear weapons. 

Both countries have fighter jets and ballistic missiles that could be armed with nuclear warheads. 

What Does India Want?
India regards Kashmir as an integral part of the Indian nation. It describes the Pakistani occupation of portions of the region as illegal. It wants Pakistan to cease support for cross-border terrorism launched by groups that want to unite Kashmir with Pakistan.

What does Pakistan want?
Pakistan favors a plebiscite, as called for in a 1949 U.N. resolution, in which the residents of Jammu and Kashmir would vote on which country they want to join. India refuses to consider a plebiscite.

INDIA AND PAKISTAN: THE CONFLICT OVER KASHMIR 
by Levi Anthony
http://www.edusolution.com/ourworld/kasmir/kashmir2.htm

 

Cause of the Current Crisis
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The present conflict between
India and Pakistan revolves around the territory called Kashmir, which is located to the north of both countries . Both India and Pakistan say Kashmir is a part of their territory.
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Kashmir was one of many princely states in India. Under the Partition Plan in 1947, these states were free to join either India or Pakistan. The ruler of Kashmir, the Maharaja, was Hindu while the majority of the population was, and still remains, Muslims. The Maharaja had three choices - join with India, join with Pakistan or remain independent. In the end, he agreed to make Kashmir a part of India. 

[image: image7.png]


This event is much in dispute. Pakistan argues that the Maharaja was forced by India to sign over Kashmir to them while India maintains that this was not the case. Pakistan also argues that the people of Kashmir (Kashmiris) were never given a chance to decide their future as the Maharaja never consulted with them . Since Muslims make up the majority of the population, Pakistan claims that Kashmir should be a part of Pakistan. 
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It should be pointed out that in accepting Kashmir as a part of India, the Governor General of India, Lord Mountbatten, made it clear that this decision would be made final only when the people of Kashmir vote in a plebiscite or referendum on the matter. India accepted this position but has never allowed such referendum to take place. The United nations passed three resolutions calling for a plebiscite to be held but India ignored such calls. Many believe that India refuses to hold a plebiscite for fear that the majority of Kashmiris would vote to join Pakistan. Since then, India and Pakistan have gone to war twice over Kashmir, the first in 1947-8, and again in 1965. Over the years, sporadic clashes have taken place between the two sides. 
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Following the first war, a cease-fire was declared and a Line of Control (COL) was drawn separating the two sides. The LOC left two thirds of Kashmir under Indian control and the remaining one-third under Pakistani control. The Indian-controlled part of Kashmir is called Jammu and Kashmir with a population of about 9 million people. The Pakistani-controlled sector is called Azad or Free Kashmir. 
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The LOC which divides Kashmir passes through some very mountainous areas as high as 5000 meters. It is interesting to note that the conditions in these areas are so extreme that the bitter cold has taken more lives than the sporadic clashes between Indian and Pakistani troops.
 

The Violence in Kashmir Today - Who is Responsible?
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Since the 1980's, a rebellion has broken out in the Indian-controlled part of Kashmir against Indian rule. Pakistan argues that the rebellion is homegrown i.e. the Muslim majority there are fighting to overthrow the oppressive Indian rule. India, on the other hand, argues that the rebellion is not homegrown but one that is deliberately organized, supported and finance by the government of Pakistan with the intention of driving India out of Kashmir and taking the land for itself. 

Who is Right?
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There is no easy answer since there are many groups fighting in Kashmir. Some groups are fighting for independence for Kashmir. These people, including many Muslims, do not want to side with either India or Pakistan. They want the establishing of a genuine independent state of Kashmir, free of both Indian and Pakistani control. Of course, neither Pakistan nor India supports this option. 
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However, according to many experts familiar with the conflict, what started out as an indigenous rebellion has now been taken over by extremist Muslim or Islamic militants with the support of Pakistan. It is believed that there are thousands such militants fighting India in Kashmir. Some experts point to the close relations which exists between these groups and Pakistan's military and intelligence forces. India accused Pakistan of allowing fighters to cross over into India-controlled Kashmir and attacked its forces there. India blamed the Kashmiri militants for the attack on the Indian Parliament in New Delhi last December, killing twelve people. 
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India is demanding an end to Pakistan's support for these militant groups and to prevent them from crossing the Line of Control. However, Pakistan continues to deny that it is supporting the militants. President Bush seems to support the Indian position on Kashmir and has called upon the President of Pakistan, General Musharraf, to stop the infiltration of Islamic militants into Kashmir. Over a million Indian and Pakistani troops now face each on the border ready to do battle over Kashmir. India, a much larger country, is far superior to Pakistan in military strength. To compensate for this, Pakistan says, if necessary, it will use nuclear weapons- the world's greatest nightmare. India, on the other hand, said if Pakistan uses such weapons, it will completely obliterate that country. 
China and the Kashmir crisis
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India and China have long been mistrustful
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	Analysis 
	

	
By Michael Yahuda 
Professor of International Relations,
London School of Economics and Political Science 
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China has long been involved in a triangular relationship with Pakistan and India, and is now a reluctant and silent third party to the dispute over Kashmir. 
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Beijing has traditionally supported Pakistan against India, but now in the post-Cold War era the Chinese have distanced themselves somewhat from Pakistan in order to cultivate better relations with India. 
Nevertheless China has a strategic interest in the survival of Pakistan and it will not want to see it drawn into a war which it cannot win, nor will it want to see its government humiliated. 
The Chinese approach is determined by three broad considerations; border issues, geopolitics and international strategy. 
Borders 
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China has contained India by cultivating its neighbours and by blocking Indian aspirations to be the dominant power in the southern reaches of the Himalayas
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There is a contested border with India, and India has not forgotten its defeat by China in a border row in 1962. 
China also borders Kashmir and the Indians do not recognise the border agreement the Chinese reached with Pakistan over the section of Kashmir under Pakistani control. 
Although the Chinese and Indian sides have been unable to resolve their border dispute, they have nevertheless agreed in recent years to take various measures to reduce tension and the possibility for conflict along the lines of control that separate their two forces. 
Geopolitics 
From a geopolitical point of view, China has consistently sought to constrain Indian power and confine it essentially to the region of South Asia. 
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if there is a Pakistani nuclear strike, China will be blamed for supplying the technology


In addition to the strategic interest in not having to confront a single powerful neighbour to the south of the Himalayas, China is also concerned by the residual Indian interest in Tibet. 
After all India still harbours the Dalai Lama and his unofficial government in exile. 
China has contained India by cultivating its neighbours and by blocking Indian aspirations to be the dominant power in the southern reaches of the Himalayas. 
Thus China continues to refuse to recognise India's claims to Sikkim, it encourages Bangladesh to stand up to India and above all China has supported India's arch-rival Pakistan. 
In the 1965 Indo-Pak war China went so far as to threaten to open a second front against India. 
But its main support has been expressed through the supply of arms. 
Once Pakistan was confined to its western sector in 1971 it became no match for Indian power. 
The Chinese have sought to redress the balance by helping Pakistan to acquire nuclear weapons and missile technology. 
Despite repeated Chinese denials the evidence supplied by the Americans is overwhelming on this score. 
International strategy 
From a wider international perspective, India and China were rivals in the Cold War era. 
From the 1970s this was reflected in American support for China and the Soviet alliance with India. 
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China is anxious to avoid trouble with the US 





Since the end of the Cold War, however, India and China have scaled down their enmity and have found reason to co-operate, more especially in managing relations with the sole superpower, the United States. 
But after 11 September matters became more complicated. 
Both China and India have drawn closer to the US - India perhaps more so than China. 
Indeed India and the US held joint military exercises for the first time in May. 
But China is anxious to avoid trouble with the US at a time of leadership succession, and at a time when it has to adjust to the terms of entry to the World Trade Organisation. 
Moreover, China has benefited to an extent from the "war on terror", which has enabled it to suppress resistance to its rule in its Central Asian province of Xinjiang. 
Nevertheless the Chinese eye warily the American military presence in Central Asia. 
Nuclear fall-out 
Thus from a Chinese point of view the crisis in Kashmir has come at a most difficult time, and it is clear that the Chinese are not best pleased with their Pakistani friends for provoking it. 
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The Chinese are very much opposed to the possible use of nuclear weapons 





The Chinese opposed the Pakistani incursion into Kargil 18 months ago, and on this occasion it is clear that the Chinese have withheld support from Pakistan. 
They have not joined Islamabad in calling for an international settlement of the Kashmiri issue, but have implicitly sided with New Delhi in calling for dialogue between the two. 
Although they have not said so publicly, the Chinese are very much opposed to the possible use of nuclear weapons. 
It is they who will be blamed for having supplied Pakistan, and they too have much to fear if the psychological barrier to their use were to be broken. 
