[image: image1.png]Myths of Crete: The Minotaur

Part 1: The Foundation of the Story Assignment-—

150-word response:
Summarize the
Tradition tells us that the Minoan Civilization, one of the earliest known civilizations, purpose of the.
flourished on Crete before ancient Greece really got going and then maintained its | | ab rinth and the
strength through much of Greece's early history. Minotaur. Then

The story of Crete brings with it two enduring legends: the minotaur and the wings | €xplain whether
of wax. The latter will be examined in another column. The former is examined youthink the story

below. contains any truth

The island of Crete is shrouded in mystery. It is also full of legends.

King Minos was master of all he surveyed, on his island of Crete and beyond, to the
Greek mainland. He was a strong ruler of 3 strong people. He was also jealous of other men's intentions
toward his daughter, Ariadne. Our story begins with Ariadne in love with Theseus, an early hero of Greece.
The two of them, it seemed, couldn't be without each other. So, Minos invited the young hero to the
Palace of Knossos as the king's guest. Minos then threw Theseus into the labyrinth, which housed the
fearsome beast known as the Minotaur.

The Minotaur was said to be the offspring of a goddess and a bull. As such, it had
the body of a man and the head of a bull. It also wielded a double-bladed axe. The
Minotaur waited at the center of the labyrinth. Anyone thrown into the labyrinth
would have a difficult time finding his way out because the passages all looked the
same and sometimes went on for a very long time before turing.

»

Also, those unlucky enough to be thrown into the labyrinth were stripped of their
weapons and other possessions. They would have to use their bare hands against
the Minotaur, which was wielding that axe.
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Part 2: The Rest of the Story

But Theseus had a crafty woman on his side. Ariadne gave him 3 handful of string, which he was to
unwind as he went, thereby letting him know which way he had come. He crept into the center of the
maze, kiled the Minotaur with his bare hands, and followed his string trail back out to the arms of
beloved.

They somehow managed to elude the grasp of Minos and fled the island altogether.

‘This is all well and good as a story, but is it true? Well, as with many myths, it probably has a basis in
truth.

Recent excavations at Knossos have turned evidence of seismic activity undemeath the palace, where
the labyrinth was supposed to have been. A rather convincing theory has been advanced that the.
underground chambers were built over an area that was prone to earthquakes. Such rumblings in the earth
and their consequent noises might have sounded very much like a giant bull This is one possible
explanation for the story of the Minotaur. The person thrown into the labyrinth wouldn't come back, of
course, because the earthquake would have kiled him.

The idea of the maze itself might very well come from the confusing building
pattem that the Palace of Knossos had. Sculptures and paintings of the
palace show it to be a sprawling construction, with many passages
appearing to lead nowhera. Other paths take the long way around to get
somewhere. The story of the labyrinth could very well have been a Greek
attempt to disparage the greatness of the Palace.

The Greeks were very much interested in mythology and stories that taught
lessons. The story of Theseus's defeating of the Minotaur could very well
have been a metaphor for the Grasks' eclipsing of the once pround Minoan Civilization. Take one part
confusing building pattern (the labyrinth), one part natural phenomenon (the earthquakes that sounded
like 3 bull), add a Greek hero (Theseus), and you have a uniquely Greek story that everyone thinks is
fanciful but which everyone understands.

To us today,

it seems like a fantasy. It may very well have had its roots

reality.
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Suggeston: Practce on paper a couple times bfore you sart havling
around anything heavy

1. Draw an equal ammed cross.

2. Add "lazy 's" in each of the four comers: frontward, backward, and
upside down.

3. Puta dot just off the curve of cach J.

4. Start with the head of the cross and draw a curve that connects it to'
the top of the  on the right.

5+ 1. Moving counterclockwise and draving toward the right, connect the
next lin or dot (from the left) o the next-avaiable lne or dot on the
tight). Try to keep an equal distance between the fncs: you're draving
pathways. Extend the lins of the cross as needed. Round the comers.

Viola!
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L Minoan labyrinth! In addition,
r include you own illustrations of

the Minotaur myth, including the

main characters and outcome of
. L the story. Perhaps, draw it like a
(_ comic strip?
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Part 1: Background Assignment-—
150-word response
Summarize how King
Minos and the other
characters are
portrayed in this

story. How can this
myth be considered a
tragedy? Whatis the
morale orlesson of
the myth?

In the story of the Minotaur, we have seen how Theseus slew the Minotaur and
escaped with Ariadne, daughter of King Minos, who threw Theseus into the
labyrinth. This story also yields another famous figure in Greek mythology: Daedalus.

Daedalus it was who designed the labyrinth for Minos. Daedalus was a great
architect. He may have even had 3 hand in designing the Palace of Knossos, Minos's
famed seat of power. He alone knew the secret of the Iabyrinth. In a moment of

weakness, he revealed the secret to Ariadne, Minos's daughter and Theseus's lover.

1t was 3ll 5o simple, really: Just take a handful of string into the maze with you,
unravel it as you go, and then follow your trail back out to escape. Of course, you'd
have to kill the Minotaur to escape, but that was a minor detail. The real mystery was how to escape.
Daedalus gave to Ariadne the answer.

Well, you might imagine that Minos was angry after Theseus killed his man-beast and then escaped with
his daughter. He threw Daedalus and his son, Icarus, in the labyrinth. Daedalus feared for his life, and
rightfully so. But he was a builder, and he was smart. (Here's where the legend takes over.)
He built a pair of wings for himself and his son. The idea was that even the
all-powerful Minos, who had command of land and sea, couldn't command the air. If
Daedalus and Icarus could fly away, they could escape. They were worried that Minos
would stop at nothing to track them down and kil them for what Daedalus had done.
S0 Daedalus built the wings. They were made of wax.
They worked.

Nextpage > The Sad End of Icarus > Page 1, 2





[image: image6.png]Part 2: The Sad End of Icarus.

Daedalus flew to safety. Icarus flew to the Sun. He was so impressed with the power and strength of his
wings that he flew ever higher in the sky, out into space, and even to the Sun itself. The wings, being
made of feathers and wax, melted in the Sun's heat, and Icarus plummeted to his death.

Daedalus continued his flight, landing in Athens first and then ending up in Syria, ever fearful of
retribution. Minos never caught up with him, but Daedalus mourned his son for the rest of his days.

What are we to make of this tale? It's as simple s the adage, “Pride goes before a fall.” We could also
term it, "Listen to your parents.” Icarus was so proud of his new wings and his newly found flying ability
that he wanted to show off. He ignored his father's waring not to fly too high, setting off for as high as
he could reach. The result was his death.

‘This story was probably used as an object lesson to prove the adages in the previous paragraph. Icarus
did not listen to his father; he died because of it. Icarus was too proud; the result was his death.





