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By: Mr. Cegielski

Warm Up: List as many bulleted differences as you can!

Problems of Sectional Balance
in 1850

ß California statehood.

ß Southern “fire-eaters” threatening
secession.

ß Underground RR & fugitive slave issues:

 Personal liberty laws

 Prigg v. Pennsylvania (1842)

What was the Compromise of 1850?
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Compare/

Contrast these

two compromises:

Harriet
Beecher
Stowe

(1811 – 1896)

So this is the lady who 
started the Civil War.

-- Abraham Lincoln

Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin

1852

 Sold 300,000 copies in

the first year.

 2 million in a decade!

Uncle Tom’s Cabin, 1852
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The Underground Railroad

 Was a system 

setup to help 

slaves (African 

Americans) escape 

to the Northern 

USA or Canada.

 Slaves hid in barns 

and houses

Picture Credit: http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/wayne/ur_project/siebertmap.jpg

FUN!
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WARM UP: PLACE THE ARGUMENTS IN THE CORRECT CATEGORIES.

ASSIGNMMENT: 
ASSIGNMENT DIRECTIONS: COMPLETE THIS 3-page 

reading in association with the Fitzhugh reading.
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The “Know-Nothings” [The American Party]

ß Nativists.

ß Anti-Catholics.

ß Anti-immigrants.

1849  Secret Order of the Star-Spangled Banner
created in NYC.

1852 Presidential Election

√ Franklin Pierce           Gen. Winfield Scott         John Parker Hale 
Democrat                          Whig                           Free Soil
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1852
Election 
Results

Kansas-Nebraska Act, 1854

The Kansas-Nebraska Act 

 The Kansas-Nebraska Act was passed by the 
U.S. Congress on May 30, 1854. It allowed 
people in the territories of Kansas and Nebraska 
to decide for themselves whether or not to allow 
slavery within their borders. The Act served to 
repeal the Missouri Compromise of 1820 which 
prohibited slavery north of latitude 36°30´. 

 The Kansas-Nebraska Act infuriated many in the 
North who considered the Missouri Compromise 
to be a long-standing binding agreement. In the 
pro-slavery South it was strongly supported. 

 After the Kansas-Nebraska Act was passed, pro-
slavery and anti-slavery supporters rushed in to 
settle Kansas to affect the outcome of the first 
election held there after the law went into effect. 
Pro-slavery settlers carried the election but were 
charged with fraud by anti-slavery settlers, and 
the results were not accepted by them. 

 The anti-slavery settlers held another election, 
however pro-slavery settlers refused to vote. This 
resulted in the establishment of two opposing 
legislatures within the Kansas territory. 

“Bleeding Kansas”

Border “Ruffians”
(pro-slavery 
Missourians)
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Bleeding Kansas!

 Violence soon erupted, with the anti-slavery forces led by 
John Brown. The territory earned the nickname "bleeding 
Kansas" as the death toll rose.

 President Franklin Pierce, in support of the pro-slavery 
settlers, sent in Federal troops to stop the violence and 
disperse the anti-slavery legislature. Another election was 
called. Once again pro-slavery supporters won and once 
again they were charged with election fraud. 

 As a result, Congress did not recognize the constitution 
adopted by the pro-slavery settlers and Kansas was not 
allowed to become a state. 

 Eventually, however, anti-slavery settlers outnumbered pro-
slavery settlers and a new constitution was drawn up. On 
January 29, 1861, just before the start of the Civil War, 
Kansas was admitted to the Union as a free state.

“The Crime Against Kansas”

Sen. Charles Sumner
(R-MA)

Congr. Preston Brooks
(D-SC)

John Brown: Madman, Hero or Martyr?

Mural in the Kansas Capitol building
by John Steuart Curry (20c)
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Birth of the Republican Party, 1854

ß Northern Whigs.

ß Northern Democrats.

ß Free-Soilers.

ß Know-Nothings.

ß Other miscellaneous opponents 
of the Kansas-Nebraska Act.

1856 Presidential Election

√ James Buchanan        John C. Frémont           Millard Fillmore
Democrat                  Republican                       Whig

1856
Election 
Results

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: Who was Dred Scott and 

how did his Supreme Court Case create further 

divisions between the North and the South.

ASSIGNMENT: Complete the “Dred Scott” packet from 

landmarkcases.org.



7/10/2009

9

How did a case involving a runaway slave become 

an issue of federalism?

 Dred Scott was a runaway 
slave who sued for his 
freedom from a southern 
plantation owner. He fled to 
the North. The Problem: 
The northern states had 
outlawed slavery while the 
southern states still had 
slavery. How would this 
case be decided?

 The Supreme Court articulated the 
idea of concurrent powers and dual 
federalism in which separate but 
equally powerful levels of 
government is preferable, and the 
national government should not 
exceed its enumerated powers.

 The Taney Court held that Dred 
Scott was not a U.S. citizen and 
therefore not entitled to sue in 
federal court.

 The case was dismissed and Scott 
remained a slave. 

 Taney further wrote that Congress 
had no power to abolish slavery in 
the territories and slaves were 
private property protected by the 
Constitution.
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What caused the
Panic of 1857??

What were its
affects on the nation?

The Panic of 1857
 The Panic of 1857 abruptly ended the boom times that followed the Mexican 

War.

 The immediate event that touched off the panic was the failure of the New York 
branch of the Ohio Life Insurance and Trust Co., a major financial force that 
collapsed following massive embezzlement. Hard on the heels of this event 
arrived other setbacks that shook the public's confidence: 
 The decision of British investors to remove funds from American banks raised questions 

about overall soundness 

 The fall of grain prices spread economic misery into rural areas 

 Manufactured goods began to pile up in warehouses, leading to massive layoffs 

 Widespread railroad failures occurred, an indication of how badly over-built the American 
system had become 

 Land speculation programs collapsed with the railroads, ruining thousands of investors. 

 Confidence was further shaken in September when 30,000 pounds of gold 
were lost at sea in a shipment from the San Francisco Mint to eastern banks. 
More than 400 lives were lost as well as public confidence in the government's 
ability to back its paper currency with specie. In October, a bank holiday was 
declared in New England and New York in a vain effort to avert runs on those 
institutions. Eventually the panic and depression spread to Europe, South 
America and the Far East. No recovery was evident in the United States for a 
year and a half and the full impact did not dissipate until the Civil War.

 As an unfortunate sidelight, the South was hurt less than the other regions of 
the country and many there concluded that the superiority of their economic 
system had been vindicated.

The Lincoln-Douglas (Illinois Senate)

Debates, 1858

A House divided against 
itself, cannot stand.

Stephen Douglas 
& the 

Freeport Doctrine

Popular
Sovereignty?
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 Question for Discussion: Is Lincoln’s use of the 
phrase “a house divided” a powerful and 
appropriate metaphor?  Explain.

Mock Debate: Lincoln/Douglas Debate of 1858

John Brown’s Raid
on Harper’s Ferry, 1859

1860
Presidential
Election

√ Abraham Lincoln
Republican

John Bell
Constitutional Union

Stephen A. Douglas
Northern Democrat

John C. Breckinridge
Southern Democrat
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Republican Party Platform in 1860

ß Non-extension of slavery [for the Free-Soilers.

ß Protective tariff [for the No. Industrialists].

ß No abridgment of rights for immigrants [a 
disappointment for the “Know-Nothings”].

ß Government aid to build a Pacific RR [for the 
Northwest].

ß Internal improvements [for the West] at federal 
expense.

ß Free homesteads for the public domain [for farmers].

1860 Election:  3 “Outs” & 1 ”Run!” 1860 Election:  A Nation Coming Apart?!
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1860

Election

Results

Crittenden Compromise:
A Last Ditch Appeal to Sanity

Senator John J. Crittenden
(Know-Nothing-KY)

 There were many unpopular 
features of the compromise that led 
to its failure. 

 It guaranteed the permanent 
existence of slavery in the slave 
states and addressed Southern 
demands in regard to fugitive 
slaves and slavery in the District of 
Columbia. 

 But the heart of the compromise 
was the permanent reestablishment 
of the Missouri Compromise line: 
slavery would be prohibited north of 
the 36° 30′ parallel and guaranteed 
south of it. 

 The compromise, furthermore, 
included a clause that it could not 
be repealed or amended.

 Lincoln and the Republicans 
rejected it because it guaranteed 
the permanent existence of slavery, 
which opposed the Republican 
Party platform.

Secession!:  SC Dec. 20, 1860 Fort Sumter:  April 12, 1861

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missouri_Compromise
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