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The Chisholm Trail


This trail was established by Jesse Chisholm during the Civil War when it was used to transport supplies to the army in the south. The trail lay to the west of the Kansas farms so the cattle could be driven along it without problems.





The Shawnee Trail


Indians had first made this trail for hunting and raiding. Texas longhorn cattle were first taken along the trail as early as the 1840s. By 1853 drovers were facing increasing hostility from farmers. The reason for the hostility was the fact that the longhorn cattle carried a tick that killed other livestock. This trail continued to be used to take cattle north until Joseph McCoy built the town of Abilene and established the Chisholm trail.





The Western Trail


Also known as the Dodge City trail, this trail was first used in 1874 by cattle drover John T Lytle. This trail soon took over from the Chisholm trail as the main route used to take cattle from Texas to the railroad. 


The introduction of beefier cattle, barbed wire and westward settlement contributed to the end of this trail, but it was the fact that Cattle Fever, the disease spread by the longhorn tick, wiped out huge numbers of cattle that eventually led to the demise of the trail.





The Goodnight and Loving Trail


Charles Goodnight and Oliver Loving first established this trail in 1866. The Indians were beginning to be placed on reservations and the reservation at Fort Sumner provided an ideal market for Goodnight’s cattle. The route lay well to the west of the farming lands which made life easier for the drovers but passed through Indian territory and water was in short supply.


In 1868, Goodnight entered into a contract with John Iliff where he agreed to deliver his cattle to Cheyenne. The trail continued to be used until the 1880s when the railroad was developed in the south.





Cattle Trails
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