	The Rise and Fall of the Cattle Industry

	The cattle trade was at its peak from 1867 until the early 1880s. The following factors contributed to this:

· Increased number of railway lines – able to transport cattle to new markets

· Development of refrigerated rail carriages – cattle could be slaughtered before transportation

· Removal of Indians from the Plains to reservations – more land available for ranching.
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	In the last twenty years of the nineteenth century the beef trade virtually collapsed. The following factors contributed to this:

· Farmers began to experiment with different breeds of cattle that could not live on the open range.

· There was less grass available for grazing. In 1883 there was a drought that ruined the grass.

· The demand for beef fell which meant that ranching was less profitable.

· The winter of 1886/7 was very severe – cattle and cowboys died in the freezing temperatures.



	A New Approach

	The days of the open range were over. From the late nineteenth century cattle were kept on enclosed ranches and farmed in much smaller quantities. Two inventions were particularly important in making this an option:

· Barbed Wire

· Wind pump
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Barbed Wire
	Barbed Wire

Barbed wire was invented by J F Glidden in 1874. This invention meant that large areas could be fenced cheaply. Cattle were now enclosed on ranches and no longer roamed the Plains. As a result fewer cowboys were needed and the long drive was a thing of the past. 

Wind Pump

The strong winds that blew across the Plains were an ideal source of energy. Windmills were used to drive pumps that could pump water from underground. This meant that cattle ranches did not need to be sited near a river or stream.
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Wind Pump

	The age of the wild and free cowboy was gone, they now spent much of their time mending fences and tending the cattle. However, the image of the wild and free cowboy was dramatised in Wild West shows performed for eastern audiences and it is that image that became, and has remained, a feature of the legend of the wild, wild west.




