Name: __________________________________




History - ____
Tragedies of European Imperialism in Africa

- STATIONS -
Directions:  You and your partner will begin at station # __________.

Station #1: Diamond Mines
Assignment:  Create an illustration of an African who spends her or his days as a diamond miner.  Label the details you add to your illustration.
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Station #2: African Slave Trade

Assignment:  On the lines below, write a short journal entry where you and your partner pretend to be an African on a slave ship.  What do you see?  What do you hear?  What do you smell?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Station #3: Forced Labor on African Plantations

Assignment:  Complete the chart below by imagining the price at which Europeans would have sold the cash crops which Africans had grown.  The first one has been completed for you on the station itself.  Begin by copying it into your chart.

	Good:
	$ paid to African farmers:
	Imagined price of that good when sold in Europe:
	Profit made by European Imperialists:

	Cotton


	$5 / pound
	
	

	Tobacco


	$7 / pound
	
	

	Coffee Beans


	$5 / pound
	
	

	Sugar 
	$ 3 / pound
	
	


What other effects did the growing of cash crops have on African farmers? __________
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Station #4: Construction of African Railroads:

Assignment:  Answer each of the questions written on the station in complete sentences.

1.  _________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

2.  _________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

3.  _________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Station #1:

African Diamond Mines

(1900’s)

European countries grew rich off of the diamonds that could be found in southern Africa.  Most of these diamond mines were deep inside hillsides and mountainside.  Europeans forced African workers to spend long days inside these mine shafts digging for diamonds.  Even though the diamonds were very valuable, the African workers rarely got a large share of the profits.
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Even worse, however, were all of the dangers that Africans faced while working in diamond mines.  Mining involved the use of dangerous chemicals that could blind or even kill workers quickly.  Workers were beaten if they paused or rested during their long day of mining and digging.  The European mine owners expected each African worker to find a specific number of diamonds (or more) each day.  They called this number a quota.  In Kinsasha (a city near the Congo), the owners of the mine would amputate (cut off) the hand of any worker who did not make her or his quota.

Assignment:  In the “Diamond Mines” section of today’s classwork, create an illustration of an African who spends her or his days as a diamond miner.  Label the details you add to your illustration.
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Station #2:

The African Slave Trade

(1700’s and 1800’s)

Probably the worst tragedy caused by the European Empire in Africa was the trans-Atlantic slave trade.  (Trans-Atlantic means “across the Atlantic.)  Europeans seized over 15,000 African women and men each year.  They took them away from their homes and families, and sold them into a life of slavery across the ocean.

It is difficult to imagine an experience worse than the one slaves faced on the ships that transported them to the New World.  We call this voyage the “middle passage.”  Nearly two million Africans died on the middle passage before ever reaching the New World.  European slave traders kept the newly caught slaves locked up underneath the deck of the ship.  Slaves were chained in pairs, often by the wrist or ankle.  Slave traders tried to fit as many slaves as possible onto a single ship.  They were forced to lie down on the floor (without clothes and with no room to sit up), and they were shoved so close together that there was no room to roll over. 

These conditions were not just unpleasant, they were dangerous as well.  Slaves could not get up to use the bathroom, and many got sick and vomited where they were.  The human waste this created made it very easy for deadly diseases to spread throughout the Africans on the ship.  The conditions were so bad that many tried to kill themselves either by jumping overboard or by refusing to eat.  Those who tried to starve themselves were force-fed by their captors.

Assignment:  On your classwork, write a short journal entry where you and your partner pretend to be an African on a slave ship.  What do you see?  What do you hear?  What do you smell?
Station #3:

Forced Labor on African Plantations

(1800’s and 1900’s)
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The European Empire dramatically changed the lives of farmers in Africa.  Before the Europeans arrived, most African farmers grew crops so that they could feed their families.  Europeans, however, had little interest in these types of food crops.  (Examples of food crops include crops like corn, wheat, fruit, vegetables.)  Europeans forced African farmers to grow crops that had higher value back in Europe.  These more valuable crops included crops that were harder to find in Europe.  Historians call these types of crops “cash crops.”  Examples of cash crops include tobacco, cotton, sugar, and the beans used to make coffee.

Being forced to grow cash crops instead of food crops had a number of negative effects on African farmers.  First, Europeans (especially in settler colonies) often forced Africans to work on European plantations.  The conditions of workers here were very similar to the conditions of slaves on plantations in the American south.  Furthermore, growing only cash crops, it became very difficult for African farmers to feed their families.  Finally, even though the cash crops were more valuable when sold, the Europeans kept all of the profit for themselves.
Assignment:  Complete the chart on your classwork by imagining the prices at which Europeans would have sold cash crops in Europe that were originally grown by Africans.  The first one has been completed for your below.

Station #4:

Construction of African Railroads

(1850 - 1950)


Africa is an enormous continent, and it took incredible amounts of time for Europeans to travel between colonies.  It also took a tremendous amount of time to move goods like cash crops and diamonds from the interior of the continent to the coasts where those goods could be shipped back to Europe.  To make traveling and transporting goods easier, Europeans built a series of railroads in certain parts of Africa.

Under the imperialist European Empire, however, Europeans found ways of forcing Africans to do the worst and most dangerous parts of the job.  The chiefs of African villages were forced to supply African workers to build the railroad lines.  The working conditions for these workers was close to that of slaves in this country or forced labor on African plantations. 

The development of railroads in Africa both strengthened the European Empire and weakened the native Africans.  The railroads allowed the Europeans to grow wealthier because they could now move valuable natural resources (like gold and diamonds) from the interior of the continent to the coasts.  The railroads also made it easier for Europeans to move into the interior of the continent and create even more settler colonies.  
Assignment:  Answer the three different questions below in complete sentences.


1.  What effect did the construction of railroads have on the chiefs of African

  
     villages?


2.  What effect did the construction of railroads have on African workers?


3.  What effect did the construction of railroads have on European Imperialists?
Name: __________________________________



Homework
History –
Author Share - Tragedies of Imperialism

Directions:  Imagine that you are one of the following people.

· A chief who has to send workers to the railroads

· A European trader making huge profits on cash crops

· An African who cannot her/his family because she/he must grow cash crops and not food crops

· A worker in an African diamond mine

Write a journal entry explaining what you are thinking and feeling.  Your journal entry should use strong vocabulary and good imagery!  We will be reading this aloud, so make them exciting!  FILL ALL THE LINES (including the back of the page)!

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Above and Beyond:  Write a second journal entry in the space below as one of the other characters listed.

