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Task

« Asanewlyelected U.S. Senator, you have been asked to analyze the

effects of the "Industrial Revolution." As with most revolutions, it brin%s
benefitsto some and problems forothers. In groups (committees) of 3-4, you
are asked to:

~ |.Writea bill. It must be very specific. Conditions addressed in your bill must
accurately represent the U.S. at the time. The bill, to be passed, should be
realistic for the period around 1850-1900. For example, if you bélieve people
work too many hours, be very specific about how many hours they will be
allowed to work. As an MP, you are developing law, so bills should not say
"should", but rather "will" or “must”. Your bill should be organized as a numbered
list of three to four major points in complete sentences.

— 1. Write a speech which you will deliver in front of our upcoming mock
Congress. While a bill must be specific, your speech can supply reasons and
arguments for passage of your bill. You should answer questions such as:

What conditions in England specifically caused you to write the bill?

« What pieces of evidence can be referred to in your speech to persuade other Senators
1o vote for your bill?

How will the bill benefit the people of the U.S.?

Howis your bill realistic given the time and economy of the U.S.2

Howis the bill in line with your party beliefs?

~ 1il. Design a political/union poster in support of your cause!

~ V. Participate in debates: In addition, a good Senator participates in debating
the merits of bills both in committee and the general sessions.
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concerns:

1) What do we know about the U_S., our position, and our task ?

2) What are important things we need to know to accomplish our tasks?

3) What are some places we can search for information?

4) What sorts of homes and furnishings did people of the time have?

5) What kind of meals did factory workers eat?

6) How much money did various kinds of workers make?

7) What were working conditions (hours, days, safety) like, and how did they

ccompare to working conditions for agricultural workers or people in other

countries at that time?

- V. Participate in Groups (Committees). The speaker (leader of the
group)will appointtasks to each group memberin order to divide up the
workresponsibility. The ultimate goalis to complete all requirements of
this assignmentand to unanimously agree upona bill. This bill must be
written down!

- VII. Participate in a Mock Congress—Pass your bill into law! When
all of the committees have finished preparing, the President (your
teacher)willconvene a session of Congress. Each group will:

1) Read their speech

2) Read their bill

3) Waive their poster/sign around and convince Congress to pass the bill.

3) Defend their bill against questions from myselfand the other committees

4) Request that their bill be passed into law. The whole class will vote. Two-

thirds majority vote plus the President’s signature is needed for passage!





