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+ Introduction: Supposs you ae notsatsfiecit ving n 2 state of
nature. You and others agree to enter into a social contract and a
govemmentto protectyournaturlights You mus decice what

ind of goverment you want and then establish it Locke. Jefferson,
and others knew nat s s ot an easy task: Throughou fistory
govemmets aye dsprvedipeopls of har rights more ofen than
ey have protected them

~ Directions: Your problemis to design and estabiish the kind of
govemment that il do what you want it to do that i, protectyour
atural rights. This also means providing equal protection forthe
fights of everyone You and everyone efse in yourimaginary state of
nature have agreed o ive undera govemment.There are questions
you must answer in deciding what kind of govemment to create. |
wil divide the class into small groups o discuss your answers. Then
‘compare your answers with those of John Locke and explain why
you agree or disagree with Locke

Questions:
— Whatinyour opinionis the main purpose of government?
— Howshould government gettne authority or rightto makelaws telling
peoplewhatiney can and cannotdo?.
— Whatshouldthe peoplehavetherightto do ftheir government does not
SeVeinepuposes frwhich tescreated Why shoula ey havethis
g





[image: image2.png]How do your answers compare with
those of John Locke?

+ Locke said that the purpose of governmentis to protect natural
rights. In the Declaration of Independence, Jefferson argued
that the protection of rights is the main purpose of government.

« Another of Locke's ideas found in the Declaration of
Independence s that government gets its right to govern from
the consent of the people. lts powers are delegated to it by the
governed. People give their consent in several ways. People
can give explicit consent by:

— agreeing to the contract that establishes the society whose.
members then establish the govemment and choose its officers
— joining a society that already is established

« People give implicit consent, also called tacit consent, by
‘accepling the laws and services of the government and nation
ofther birth.

« Locke believed that since the people give the power to the
government, they have the right to take it away if the
government s not serving the purposes for which it was.
established. They canthen create a new government. The
Foulﬂelsag{s that if a government fails to protect the
people’s rights, the peaple have a right of revolution.





