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Introduction: Youwillworkin small groups to develop several questions thata
newspaper reporter assigned fo cover he signing of the Constitution mighthave.
‘asked each of the following signers ofthe Constitution: George Washingion,
‘Benjamin Frankin, James Madison, and Alexander Hamilton. Four lucky
students will become experts on the signers and roleplay them!

Objectives

Stugents demonstrate citcal thinkingskils in developing nterview questions.
Stugents work together in cooperative groups

Keywords

‘Constitution, signers, newspaper, reporter, interview, Washington, Frankin,
Madison, Hamilton

Materials Needed

paper, pens or pencils; studentresearched library sources or computers with
Internetaccess

Procedure: The class willdivideinto four groups. Each group willbe assigned
one ofthefollowing signers: George Washinglon, Benjamin Frankiin, James.
Madison, or Alexander Hamilion. Imagine thathey arenewspaperreporters in
1787 covering the signingof he Constitution. You meetwith each ofthe four
signers noted above and ask the questions. Each group willbrainstormthe
‘questions they would ask each signer. The studentactors vill conductresearch
tobecome experts onthe signers.
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The Research: Before you can ask the questions, you must research
information about each person and about the Constitution. You will use:
various library sources or use the following ites as starting points for

research

hitp: /vy archives gov/edicationflessons/consifution-day/signers html

hitp:/fwww.archives.goviexhibits/charters/charters html

hitp:/web,archive.orgweb/20020202221803/http: . nara. goviexhallicha
rters/constitution/conhist htm

Assessment: Each group will present their questions tothe signers, who.
willsit t the front of a class s a panel. Interviewers will be graded based
‘upon the knowledge and depth of questions. For example, DO NOT ask
‘George Washington whether he chopped down that cherry tree. (By the
‘way, that's a mytht). Actors will be gradedupon their use of honest answers
and real historical facts. DONOT make up stuffwhich you are unsure
aboutl (Penalties will be assessed)





