	Homesteaders

	Push Factors are negative things that force people to make changes. 

(Bad things where you are)
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	Pull Factors

are positive things that make people want to make changes (Good things somewhere else)



	Both push and pull factors are involved in understanding why homesteaders left their homes in the East and moved onto the plains.

Sort the following factors into push or pull



	Overcrowding in the East
	To escape from poverty
	Letters from those who had already moved onto the Plains
	Newspaper or magazine articles about the West

	The Homestead Act 1862 offered free land to settlers
	To make a new start
	To escape religious or racial persecution
	Advertising by railroad companies
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