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‘when it blossoms the region looks like
an immense garden of flowers
which delights the eye, but ... all the
same, there is a deathly poison in the
many-coloured chalices’
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The People of Canton: Against the English, 1842

(Tappan hiroduction]: From a paper that was agreed 1o at a great puslic mecting in Canton.

‘Behold that vile Englih naion! s rler is at one e womman,then a man, and then perhaps a woman agai; ts peopl are at on time ke vlures,
and thenthey ar B widbeasts, ith dispostons more ferce and friousthan the tiger or o, an naures more reedly than anacondas o swine
‘These people haing long steadiy devorred all th western barbaians, and Hce demons of the right, they novw suddenly exakt themselves here.

‘Dusing the reigns ofth emperors Kien-hg and Kia-kingthese Englsh babarians hunbly besought an entrance and permission to defiver rbute and
preseats;they aferwards presumpruously asked to have Chu-san; butour sovereigns, clealy percevig their traiorous designs, gave them
determined refusal. From tha time, nking themselves vith tritrous Chinese traders, they have caried on  largetrade and poisoned o brave
‘people with opim.

Ve, the Engish barbasiansmxder all ofus ths they can. They ave dogs, whse desices canpeverbe satisied Therefore we ned ot inquie
Wheber the peace they have now made be real o prtended. Letus s, am, e, and 0 againt hem.

We do here bind ourselves o vengeance, and expressthese our siacere inentons in order t exlbitour highprinciples and patioism. The gods fom
‘on igh now look down upon us; ket us ot lose ou fust and fim esclion
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