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KOREAN WAR DIARY

Pt. P. J. Knowles

The Quarrie, early April, '51

January 1951 the Chinese and North Korean forces were forced to make their way back to North Korea by way of mountain tracks. 

UN [United Nations] Command ordered 3 RAR to follow them along these same tracks along the centre of the Korean Peninsula where we spent 25 days in the mountains and 5 days rest on the flat. This story is about one part of our 25 day trek.

One morning at 0530hrs, from the top of a small mountain about 400 meters high, we made our way across a broad valley stopping only once for 15 minutes for a meat break at 1200 hrs. We marched 9 hours until we reached the base of our objective, which was about 600 metres high.

There were bets on how long it would take to climb it, the average was 2.5 hours. By calculation it was about 600 minutes. We started to climb the moment we arrived. By 2000 hrs everything came to a dead stop. It had rained early that morning, the spur we were attempting to climb was grassy and wet with no usual path to follow, result we could get no footing at all. The Company Commander urged us to keep going. We did, one pace forward and two paces backward. We made it to the top at 0230 hrs next day.

We were allocated fighting positions, mine was a scrape in the ground 12 inches deep and 5 foot 6 inches long and full of water. I laid down in it and went to sleep. The next morning at 0500hrs we were ordered to go to the crest of the mountain to give the Americans support as they were going to attack a position about 60 metres below us and about 600 metres north. At 0530hrs we saw a company (100) of Americans make their way up the west slope. About 12 metres from the crest 3 Chinese in a fighting pit opened up with a machine gun and proceeded to spray the Americans who dropped their weapons and took off, leaving their dead and wounded behind. 

Our Company Commander contacted the general of the American Division, who asked that we retrieve their wounded and dead.

A section of 1 platoon proceeded to the battle site, captured the three Chinese, and brought back 2 American stretcher cases. 

On section, 1 platoon was ordered to take the Americans down the east side of the mountain. We picked up the stretchers, I took one look down, it was so steep I thought I was going to fall over it. We soon realized that we would have to pay attention to the stretcher and ignore the scenery. We reached the bottom after about 2 1/2 hours. The mountain was so steep that 2 men had to hold the stretcher over their heads and the other two at their feet. The soldier we were carrying had been shot thru the chest, but the bullet had not exited his back. He moaned all the way down.

On reaching the bottom, we were in a sandstone quarry, sandstone blocks were stacked to one side. Looking back up the mountain, I estimate the angle of descent to be 89 degrees. We turned the American around on the stretcher and I said "See that mountain we just carried you down? It's the biggest god damned mountain I've seen in Korea." It did look impressive.

Having loaded the stretchers on the ambulance jeep, we were ordered to get back to our company in a hurry. Assuming they were expecting an attack, we made our way back as quick as possible. On arriving back we were ordered to saddle up. As we were moving out, where did we go? Straight down the track we had just ascended, where we were told that our rations and water would be late, as the ration train could not keep up with us.

Trucks then arrived and took us to another position, arriving at 1700hrs. We were told to make ourselves scarce, make no noise, no fires as we were going to attack this mountain at midnight. Thank Christ no one was there, as we were so tired the Chinese could have blown us over with their bad breath.

At 0130hrs our ration train arrived, one corporal and six Korean porters. The Company Commander ordered the boxes open and declared that the food was cold and not fit for his men and told them to take it back.

We were so hungry we would have eaten cold dog food.
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Activity: Read a Diary, Write a Diary

-+ Directions: Read “KOREAN WAR DIARY” by Pt. P. J.
Knowles. Entry: “The Quarrie, early April, '51” Complete
the following:
1) List five things which surprised you about conditions on the
Dbattlefront.
— 2)How did Pt. P.J. Knowles feel about the enemy, the Chinese? \
How do we know this? \ A\
— 3)Now, using your textbook or the Internet (koreanwar.com), \
choose a major battle of the Korean War and read about it. Writea =
1-page diary entry, describing your role on the battlefield and the
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entry must be realistic, by being based in historical fact and detail. g

Use the “Korean War Diary” and your other sources for 7

inspiration! Youmay be asked to read this in front of class! ¥
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