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As World War Two ended, thousands of servicemen returned to America to pick up their lives. Goods that had not been available during the war were rapidly consumed and industry expanded.  The average American’s wage increased by 50% during the 1950s





Housing


As life returned to normal and families grew, people wanted better housing. William Levitt designed built a new town called Levittown for returning servicemen and their families. The picture (right) shows a Levitt house.





Education


Until 1954, the unofficial government policy had been to educate blacks equally, but separately. However, in 1954 the Supreme Court ruled that separate did not mean equal. In 1957, public opinion against integration of blacks in education was so fierce that the government had to send an armed guard in order to allow Elizabeth Eckford to enrol as the first black student at Little Rock  High School, Arkansas.





Entertainment


In 1953, a young machinist walked into the Memphis recording studio to record two songs as a birthday present for his mother. However, it wasn’t until late 1954 that record producers recognised the talent of the young rock and roll singer named Elvis Presley.


After the war, televisions began to be mass-produced. In 1946 there were 17,000 televisions in American homes. By 1953 two-thirds of American homes had at least one television set.
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The Cold War


After World War Two, Communism spread rapidly and posed a threat to world peace. The United States increased its spending on defence and kept a watchful eye on the movements of the Soviet Union. The Cold War lasted until the 1980s.





Activities:


1. By how much did the average American’s wage increase?


2. What was the name of the first black student to enrol at Little Rock High School?


3. What was the name of the rock singer that became famous during the 1950s?


4. Which two great powers were involved in the Cold War?


5. Why was it called a ‘cold’ war?
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