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John F. Kennedy 
 

John Fitzgerald Kennedy, a charismatic Irish-American from Massachusetts, was 
elected the 35th president of the United States in 1960. The election was one of the 
most famous in United States history. This is because, for the first time, the presidential 
debates between Kennedy, and his opponent, Vice President Richard Nixon, were 
televised. 
 
John F. Kennedy is often included in lists that name the best presidents in history. This 
is not because of his administrative skills. John F. Kennedy was the type of president 
people could respect. He was down to earth and seemed to really care about the people 
of the United States. These people skills, which Richard Nixon did not seem to possess, 
are often attributed to the reason Kennedy won the election. Through his words, John 
Kennedy was able to convince the citizens of America he was the right man for the job. 
 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy was born on May 29, 1917 in Brookline, Massachusetts. His 
parents, Joseph and Rose, had nine children. John had one older brother Joseph. He 
was the second oldest child followed by seven other children including a younger 
brother, Senator Ted Kennedy.  
 
The Kennedy’s were a political family. John’s grandfather, John Francis Fitzgerald had 
been the Mayor of Boston. His other grandfather, Patrick J. Kennedy was a political 
leader throughout Massachusetts. Politics was a strong part of the life of the Kennedy’s 
as was religion. 
 
The Kennedy’s were strict Roman Catholics. John attended private, non-parochial (non-
religious) schools throughout his elementary years. When he was older he attended 
both Canterbury School, in New Milford, Connecticut where he was taught by Catholic 
laymen, and Choate School for his high school years. While John F. Kennedy was not 
the smartest student, at best his grades were average, nor the best athlete, he was 
voted as the student that would be the “Most Likely to Succeed” by his fellow 
classmates. 
 
John Kennedy, who often went by the nickname Jack, attended both Princeton 
University and Harvard. In 1941 he was accepted into the United States Navy when 
World War II was just beginning for the United States. 
 
John Kennedy was a lieutenant who saved the lives of his crew and almost died in the 
process. In 1943, a Japanese Destroyer sunk the PT torpedo boat Kennedy was 
commanding. Despite being injured himself, John managed to get his crew to the 
shores of a nearby island. He towed an injured man over three miles in the ocean, not 
acknowledging his own back injury. 
 
After arriving at the island John swam in the ocean, filled with predators within the 
oceans depths as well as nearby traveling enemy ships with the hope he could find a 
rescue boat. However, when these attempts were unsuccessful he traveled around the  
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island, finding two natives who delivered a help message that John carved on a 
coconut! 
 
Thanks to John Kennedy’s efforts his crew was saved, though John himself grew sick 
with malaria. He had always had trouble with his back however the problem intensified 
as a result of his military service. John was discharged from service in 1945 following 
back surgery. Despite being discharged, he received the Purple Heart as well as the 
Navy and Marine Corps Medal. 
 
John served as the Representative (in the House of Representatives) for 
Massachusetts in 1946-1952. He won the first election by a landslide and held his seat 
for two more terms. In 1952, as he worked up the political ladder he ran for Senator of 
Massachusetts. The election was a success. Kennedy defeated the current Senator by 
over 70,000 votes! 
 
John Kennedy was married while he was a Representative for Massachusetts. He 
married Jacqueline Bouvier, and they had three children: John Jr. (who later died in a 
plane crash), Patrick (who died in infancy), and Caroline who is the only living Kennedy 
child today. Jacqueline was a devoted wife who helped her husband through two 
additional back surgeries. She also supported his political career as she raised their two 
children. 
 
In 1956, John wrote a biographical novel that profiled eight U.S. Senators, called 
Profiles of Courage. This book won the Pulitzer Prize and made Kennedy an even more 
respected name in America. Around this time he was a part of the Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations where he worked specifically on government programs for 
undeveloped areas in the world, economic aid, and labor reform. 
 
In 1956 Kennedy almost won the Democratic, Vice Presidential nomination. It was clear 
that Kennedy wanted to run for President. In 1960 he was given the chance. The 
election was close. Many people liked Kennedy but it was rare for a Vice President not 
to be elected into office so many believed Richard Nixon would win. 
 
With the Presidential victory John Kennedy turned his attention toward the Cold War. 
The Cold War was a war of advancements in both technology and weapons creation 
between the Soviet Union and the United States. 
 
President Kennedy had unsuccessfully tried to overthrow the Cuban dictator Fidel 
Castro. The ‘Bay of Pigs’ attack on Cuba is considered one of Kennedy’s biggest 
mistakes, but it also led to some better legislation throughout other parts of the world.  
 
In 1963, at the height of his career, John F. Kennedy was shot and killed as his 
motorcade drove down the streets of Dallas, Texas. The man accused of killing 
President Kennedy was named Lee Harvey Oswald. Before a confession could be 
made, a man named Jack Ruby killed Lee Harvey Oswald. When Oswald died many  

Copyright 2005 InstructorWeb 
2 



Name ________________________________     Date _______________ 
 
 
questions were left unanswered. Many of these questions remain today and some 
believe that Oswald was not responsible for the assassination. If he was, he may not 
have been the only one involved in the President’s death. 
 
The United States mourned the loss of the President. Schools shut down, businesses 
stopped. Everyone was in shock as the sad truth, the loss of their beloved president, 
was announced. He had been a remarkable man. As the youngest president ever 
elected to office he was also the youngest when he died. The first Roman Catholic 
president ever elected, John F. Kennedy will forever be remembered as a man of the 
people. 
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John F. Kennedy Worksheet 
 

 
1. John F. Kennedy was the ________ President. 
 

A. 30th 
B. 34th 
C. 35th 
D. 37th 

 
2. John Kennedy was the __________________ President to be elected. 
 

A. youngest 
B. oldest 
C. most intelligent 
D. biggest 

 
3. John F. Kennedy represented Massachusetts in the ____________ in 1953. 
 

A. Oval Office 
B. House of Representatives 
C. Senate 
D. Courts 

 
4. The presidency for President Kennedy ended in 1963 because he was 
________________. 
 

A. impeached 
B. defeated by another candidate 
C. done serving his term 
D. assassinated 

 
5. John F. Kennedy served as a war hero in the _____________. 
 

A. Army 
B. Marine Corps 
C. Navy 
D. Air Force 

 
6. The man that is believed to have killed President Kennedy was _____________. 
 

A. John Wilkes Booth 
B. Lee Harvey Oswald 
C. Jack Ruby 
D. Joseph Kennedy 
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7. John F. Kennedy’s brother Ted is now a U.S. ______________. 
 

A. Representative 
B. Lawyer 
C. Senator 
D. Judge 

 
8. John F. Kennedy came from a political family. Explain why you believe this may have 
influenced his decision to become a Politician. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. If you were in a Navy and your ship was sinking would you react the way John F. 
Kennedy did? Explain your answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10.  Why was John F. Kennedy so popular despite not being the best President when it 
came to administrative responsibilities? Explain your answer. 
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John F. Kennedy Answer Sheet 
 

1. C 
2. A 
3. C 
4. D 
5. C 
6. B 
7. C 
8. Answers may vary. 
9. Answers may vary. 
10. This may vary though each answer should contain information 

about Kennedy having people skills. 
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