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* Directions: Read “Two Perspectives on Wounded
Knee.” Then, acting as an eyewitness reporter, you
will write (2) two editorials, each with its own
“snapshot” or political cartoon on the following:

— 1) Write a biased editorial and draw a cartoon/snapshot,

sympathetic to the Native American’s cause at Wound
Knee. 200 words.

— 2) Write a biased editorial and draw a cartoon/snapsl
i e white soldiers and settlers at Wo

e'fiial product should look like the front page of a
paEspapey With headlines andiax 'mns' Makg S|
A sl otos AR AT oy ahena





ACTIVITY: TWO PERSPECTIVES ON WOUNDED KNEE

INTRODUCTION

After the massacre at Wounded Knee, a meeting was held by a delagation of Sioux Indians with the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, at Washington, February 11, 1881. Several Indians addressed what they had witnessed on the banks of Wounded Knee. The following information comes from the report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for 1891, volume 1, pages 179-181. This passage contains three Lakota accounts of what they witnessed on that very grim day.
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SPOTTED HORSE. 
This man shot an officer in the army; the first shot killed this officer. I was a voluntary scout at that encounter and I saw exactly what was done, and that was what I noticed; that the first shot killed an officer. As soon as this shot was fired the Indians immediately began drawing their knives, and they were exhorted from all sides to desist, but this was not obeyed. Consequently the firing began immediately on the part of the soldiers. 

TURNING HAWK. 
All the men who were in a bunch were killed right there, and those who escaped that first fire got into the ravine, and as they went along up the ravine for a long distance they were pursued on both sides by the soldiers and shot down, as the dead bodies showed afterwards. The women were standing off at a different place form where the men were stationed, and when the firing began, those of the men who escaped the first onslaught went in one direction up the ravine, and then the women, who were bunched together at another place, went entirely in a different direction through an open field, and the women fared the same fate as the men who went up the deep ravine. 

AMERICAN HORSE. 
The men were separated, as has already been said, from the women, and they were surrounded by the soldiers. Then came next the village of the Indians and that was entirely surrounded by the soldiers also. When the firing began, of course the people who were standing immediately around the young man who fired the first shot were killed right together, and then they turned their guns, Hotchkill guns, etc., upon the women who were in the lodges standing there under a flag of truce, and of course as soon as they were fired upon they fled, the men fleeing in one direction and the women running in two different directions. So that there were three general directions in which they took flight. 

There was a woman with an infant in her arms who was killed as she almost touched the flag of truce, and the women and children of course were strewn all along the circular village until they were dispatched. Right near the flag of truce a mother was shot down with her infant; the child not knowing that its mother was dead was still nursing, and that especially was a very sad sight. The women as they were fleeing with their babes were killed together, shot right through, and the women who were very heavy with child were also killed. All the Indians fled in these three directions, and after most all of them had been killed a cry was made that all those who were not killed wounded should come forth and they would be safe. Little boys who were not wounded came out of their places of refuge, and as soon as they came in sight a number of soldiers surrounded them and butchered them there. 

Of course we all feel very sad about this affair. I stood very loyal to the government all through those troublesome days, and believing so much in the government and being so loyal to it, my disappointment was very strong, and I have come to Washington with a very great blame on my heart. Of course it would have been all right if only the men were killed; we would feel almost grateful for it. But the fact of the killing of the women, and more especially the killing of the young boys and girls who are to go to make up the future strength of the Indian people, is the saddest part of the whole affair and we feel it very sorely. 

I was not there at the time before the burial of the bodies, but I did go there with some of the police and the Indian doctor and a great many of the people, men from the agency, and we went through the battlefield and saw where the bodies were from the track of the blood. 

TURNING HAWK. 
I had just reached the point where I said that the women were killed. We heard, besides the killing of the men, of the onslaught also made upon the women and children, and they were treated as roughly and indiscriminately as the men and boys were. 

Of course this affair brought a great deal of distress upon all the people, but especially upon the minds of those who stood loyal to the government and who did all that they were able to do in the matter of bringing about peace. They especially have suffered much distress and are very much hurt at heart. These peace-makers continued on in their good work, but there were a great many fickle young men who were ready to be moved by the change in the events there, and consequently, in spite of the great fire that was brought upon all, they were ready to assume any hostile attitude. These young men got themselves in readiness and went in the direction of the scene of battle so they might be of service there. They got there and finally exchanged shots with the soldiers. This party of young men was made up from Rosebud, Ogalalla (Pine Ridge), and members of any other agencies that happened to be there at the time. While this was going on in the neighborhood of Wounded Knee-the Indians and soldiers exchanging shots-the agency, our home, was also fired into by the Indians. Matters went on in this strain until the evening came on, and then the Indians went off down by White Clay creek. When the agency was fired upon by the Indians from the hillside, of course the shots were returned by the Indian police who were guarding the agency buildings. 

Although fighting seemed to have been in the air, yet those who believed in peace were still constant at their work. Young-Man-Afraid-of-his-Horses, who had been on a visit to some other agency in the north or northwest, returned, and immediately went out to the people living about White Clay creek, on the border of the Bad Lands, and brought his people out. He succeeded in obtaining the consent of the people to come out of their place of refuge and return to the agency. Thus the remaining portion of the Indians who started from Rosebud were brought back into the agency. Mr. Commissioner, during the days of the great whirlwind out there, those good men tried to hold up a counteracting power, and that was "Peace." We have now come to realize that peace has prevailed and won the day. While we were engaged in bringing about peace our property was left behind, of course, and most of us have lost everything, even down to the matter of guns with which to kill ducks, rabbits, etc, shotguns, and guns of that order. When Young-Man-Afraid brought the people in and their guns were asked for, both men who were called hostile and men who stood loyal to the government delivered up their guns. 
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1. According to Spotted Horse, do you believe the violence would have ended had the Indians put their knives away and listened to the others in their camp? Explain your answer.

2. According to Turning Hawk's account, the army chased the men into the ravine and killed them; however, how did it make you feel when you read about the women receiving the same fate? Explain your answer.

3. If you were a soldier, and you saw people under a flag of truce, would you listen to orders from your superior officers and fire on them anyway? Explain your answer.

4. Why do you think the soldiers targeted women and children in this camp; moreover, what does this tell you about American Indian policy in our country at this time?

5. From this brief reading, do you believe this was a massacre? Explain the emotions you experienced while reading this passage.
INTRODUCTION

Running out of buffalo, land, and living space, many Indians were seeking alternative ways for seeking salvation in a new mysticism called the Ghost Dance. By performing this dance, the Indians believed their old way of life would be restored and they would be surrounded by plentiful game. Moreover, they believed a tidal wave of new soil would cover the earth, bury the whites, and restore the prairie. During the fall of 1890, the Ghost Dance spread through the Sioux villages of the Dakota reservations.

Alarmed by this dance, a desperate Indian Agent at Pine Ridge wired his superiors in Washington, "Indians are dancing in the snow and are wild and crazy… We need protection and we need it now." U.S. troops were ordered to arrest the Sioux chief Big Foot and disarm his warriors. The scene was tense for both sides. On the mourning of December 29, 1890, Big Foot and 350 of his followers found themselves surrounded on the banks of Wounded Knee creek by a sizeable U.S. Army force. Philip Wells was a mixed-blood Sioux who served as an interpreter for the Army. In "Eyewitness to a Massacre," Wells gives his version of what he saw that Monday mourning. [image: image6.png]
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"I was interpreting for General Forsyth (Forsyth was actually a colonel) just before the battle of Wounded Knee, December 29, 1890. The captured Indians had been ordered to give up their arms, but Big Foot replied that his people had no arms. Forsyth said to me, 'Tell Big Foot he says the Indians have no arms, yet yesterday they were well armed when they surrendered. He is deceiving me. Tell him he need have no fear in giving up his arms, as I wish to treat him kindly.' Big Foot replied, 'They have no guns, except such as you have found.' Forsyth declared, 'You are lying to me in return for my kindness.' 

During this time a medicine man, gaudily dressed and fantastically painted, executed the maneuvers of the ghost dance, raising and throwing dust into the air. He exclaimed 'Ha! Ha!' as he did so, meaning he was about to do something terrible, and said, 'I have lived long enough,' meaning he would fight until he died. Turning to the young warriors who were squatted together, he said 'Do not fear, but let your hearts be strong. Many soldiers are about us and have many bullets, but I am assured their bullets cannot penetrate us. The prairie is large, and their bullets will fly over the prairies and will not come toward us. If they do come toward us, they will float away like dust in the air.' I turned to Major Whitside and said, 'That man is making mischief,' and repeated what he had said. Whitside replied, 'Go direct to Colonel Forsyth and tell him about it,' which I did. 

Forsyth and I went to the circle of warriors where he told me to tell the medicine man to sit down and keep quiet, but he paid no attention to the order. Forsyth repeated the order. Big Foot's brother-in-law answered, 'He will sit down when he gets around the circle.' When the medicine man came to the end of the circle, he squatted down. A cavalry sergeant exclaimed, 'There goes an Indian with a gun under his blanket!' Forsyth ordered him to take the gun from the Indian, which he did. Whitside then said to me, 'Tell the Indians it is necessary that they be searched one at a time.' The young warriors paid no attention to what I told them. I heard someone on my left exclaim, 'Look out! Look out!' I saw five or six young warriors cast off their blankets and pull guns out from under them and brandish them in the air. One of the warriors shot into the soldiers, who were ordered to fire into the Indians. I looked in the direction of the medicine man. He or some other medicine man approached to within three or four feet of me with a long cheese knife, ground to a sharp point and raised to stab me He stabbed me during the melee and nearly cut off my nose. I held him off until I could swing my rifle to hit him, which I did. I shot and killed him in self-defense. 

Troop 'K' was drawn up between the tents of the women and children and the main body of the Indians, who had been summoned to deliver their arms. The Indians began firing into 'Troop K' to gain the canyon of Wounded Knee creek. In doing so they exposed their women and children to their own fire. Captain Wallace was killed at this time while standing in front of his troops. A bullet, striking him in the forehead, plowed away the top of his head. I started to pull off my nose, which was hung by the skin, but Lieutenant Guy Preston shouted, 'My God Man! Don't do that! That can be saved.' He then led me away from the scene of the trouble."

"Massacre At Wounded Knee, 1890," EyeWitness to History, www.eyewitnesstohistory.com (1998). 
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1. Why do you think Philip Wells, who was a mixed-blooded Sioux, worked as an interpreter for the U.S. Army?

2. If you were a soldier in the United States Army, how would you feel when the medicine man started his Ghost Dance?

3. Do you think the Indians trusted the medicine man's words? Explain why or why not.

4. Knowing Philip Wells worked for the Army, if you were an Indian, how would you have received Philip's presence in your Native American community? Explain your answer.

5. Do you believe the Indians actions were justified? Explain why or why not.

6. In what ways does this document demonstrate the cultrual clashes of the Indian and the white man? Explain your answer.
