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From “An Indian’s Views of Indian Affairs”-
* Myfriends, I have been asked toshow you my heart. I am glad to have a chance fodo so. I want the
white people o understand my people. Some of you think an Indian i ke a wild animal. This isa
greatmistake. Iwilltell you all sboutour people, and then you can judge whetheran Indian s a man
ornot. T believe nuch trouble and blood would be saved i we opened our hearts more. I will tell you
inmy way how the Indian seesthings. The whiteman has more words to tell you how they look to
him, but it does not require many words to speak the truth. WhatI have to szy will come from my
heart,and L will speak with a straight tongue. Ah-cum.-kin-i-ma-me-hut (the Great Spirt) s looking

atme, and will hear me.

* Mynameis In-mut.yah-lat at (Thunder raveling over the Mountains). I am chief of the Waklam.
‘at-kin band of Chute-pa-Ju,or Nez Peres (nose-pierced Indians). I was born in castern Oregon,
thirty-cight winters ago. My father was chief before me. When a young man, he was called Joseph by
Mr. Spaukding, a missionary. He died a few years ago. He lft a good name on earth, He advised me
wellfor my peaple.

* Ourfathers gave us many laws, which they had learned from their fathers. These laws were good.
‘They toldus fotreat all men as they treated us; that we should never be the first to break a bargain;
thatitwas a disgrace to tell a i; that we should speak only the truth; thatt was a shame for one
‘man to take from another his wife or [t take] his property without paying for it. We were taught to
believe thatthe Great Spiritsecs and hears everything, and that he never forgets;that hereafter he
willgive every man a sprit-home according to his deserts f he has been 2 good man, he will havea
‘good home; i he has been 2 bad man, he will have a bad home. This I belive, and all my people
believe the same.

+ Questions: Horw mightthis speech have surprised “white® steners? Tnstead of renforcing
stereotypes of Native Americans as wild, uneducated peaple, does this speech show Native Americans.
a5 apparently welleducated inthe Englishlanguage and in Christian- ik thinking? Exphain.





