DECLINING POWER OF PRESIDENCY DURING GILDED AGE DBQ 

Analyze the decline in the power of the executive branch of the federal government following the end of the Civil War. Use the documents and your knowledge of the time period 1861 to 1901 to construct your response. 


Document A 

Source: American Past and Present: Pg. 597

Long before the end of the Harrison Administration, the Treasury surplus had evaporated, and prosperity seemed about to disappear as well. Congressional elections in 1890 went stingingly against the Republicans, and party leaders decided to abandon President Harrison although he had cooperated with Congress on party legislation. Nevertheless, his party renominated him in 1892, but he was defeated by Cleveland.

In July 1897, the Dingley tariff passed the House and Senate. It raised average tariff duties to a record level, and as the final burst of the nineteenth century protectionism, it caused trouble for the Republican Party.



Document B

Source: America Past and Present 577

Arthur worked to lower the tariff, and in 1883, with his backing, Congress passed the Pendleton Act to reform the civil service, in part a reaction to Garfield’s assassination, the act created a bipartisan Civil Service Commission to administer competitive examinations and appoint officeholders on the basis of merit. Initially, the act affected only about 14,000 of some 100,000 government offices, but it laid the basis for the alter expansion of the civil service.



Document C

Source: From Cracking the AP U.S. History Exam by Tom Meltzer and Jean Hofheimer Bennett 

Mark Twain dubbed the era between Reconstruction and 1900 the Gilded Age of Politics.  Gilded metals have a shiny, gold-like surface, but beneath lies a cheap be.  Twain’s point was that politics looked good, but just beneath the surface lay crass corruption and patronage.  Political machines not municipal governments, rant the cities...The presidents of this era were not generally corrupt.  They were however, relatively weak. (The president is only as powerful as his support allows him to be; this is why popular presidents, such as Andrew Jackson, and Franklin Roosevelt, were able to accomplish so much.)  As a result we barely remember Rutherford B. Hayes, James A. Garfield, Chester A. Authur, Grover Cleveland, Benjamin Harrison, and William McKinley.



Document D

Source: http://www.ohiohistory.org/onlinedoc/hayes/chapterxxxvi.html 

Excerpt from the diary of Rutherford B Hayes 
March 12, 1878

We are in a period when old questions are settled and the new are not yet brought forward. Extreme party action, if continued in such a time, would ruin the party. Moderation is its only chance. The party out of power gains by all partisan conduct of those in power. On the whole, the year's work has produced results:-- 

1. Peace, safety, order in the South, to an extent not known for half a century. 

2. The [railway strike] riots; not a man shot, but order promptly and firmly upheld. 

3. A vigorous and successful Mexican policy. 

Civil service reforms:- (a) No nepotism in executive appointments. (b) No machine work by Federal office-holders, in caucuses or elections. (c) Congressional dictation resisted-- for the

1. most part successfully. (d) Removals except for cause not made. Fewer removals than under any Administration in its first year since J. Q. Adams. (e) Officers secure in their terms, if conduct, official and private, is good. 

2. The financial management has steadily adhered to the policy of a sound currency, untainted credit, and a faithful ful- fillment of pecuniary obligations. 

3. The pervading sense of responsibility for faithful and honest official conduct has given purity and efficiency to the service. Fewer scandals than before in many years.

4. The most important appointments are the judicial. They are for life and the judiciary of the country concerns all inter- ests, public and private. My appointments will bear examina- tion:-Harlan, Justice of the Supreme Court; Baxter and Blatchford, Circuit Court; Bancroft Davis, Court of Claims. District judges in Vermont, Wisconsin, [and] New York. 



Document E

Source: http://ap.grolier.com

President Arthur continued the prosecution of the Star Route windlers in the Post  Office Department, who had received large cutbacks from mail contractors. He vetoed a huge pork-barrel  because he considered it to be wasteful and improper. He also vetoed a Chinese exclusion bill barring Chinese nationals from admission as immigrants to the United States, holding that the legislation was inconsistent with the existing treaty with China. Both presidential vetoes were overridden by Congress, however. Another law passed during his administration was the Anti-Polygamy Act, aimed at the Mormons in Utah. 



Document F

Source: http://www.bartleby.com/124/pres35.html

Excerpt from the inaugural speech of Rutherford B. HayesMarch 5, 1877 

Following the example, and in part adopting the language, of one of my predecessors, I wish now, when every motive for misrepresentation has passed away, to repeat what was said before the election, trusting that my countrymen will candidly weigh and understand it, and that they will feel assured that the sentiments declared in accepting the nomination for the Presidency will be the standard of my conduct in the path before me, charged, as I now am, with the grave and difficult task of carrying them out in the practical administration of the Government so far as depends, under the Constitution and laws on the Chief Executive of the nation …If, unhappily, questions of difference should at any time during the period of my Administration arise between the United States and any foreign government, it will certainly be my disposition and my hope to aid in their settlement in the same peaceful and honorable way, thus securing to our country the great blessings of peace and mutual good offices with all the nations of the world…Looking for the guidance of that Divine Hand by which the destinies of nations and individuals are shaped, I call upon you, Senators, Representatives, judges, fellow-citizens, here and everywhere, to unite with me in an earnest effort to secure to our country the blessings, not only of material prosperity, but of justice, peace, and union—a union depending not upon the constraint of force, but upon the loving devotion of a free people; "and that all things may be so ordered and settled upon the best and surest foundations that peace and happiness, truth and justice, religion and piety, may be established among us for all generations."



Document G

Source: America Past and Present Page 579

One of the most important laws Congress passed, the Sherman Antitrust Act made the United States virtually the only industrial nation to regulated business combinations.  It trued to harness big business without harming it.  Many members of congress did not expect the new law to havve much of an effect on businesses, and for a decade it did not.



Document H

[image: image1.jpg]THE ELECTION OF 1884

£ Popular Electoral
Candidate  Party Vote Vote
Cleveland Democrat 4,874,621 219
Blaine Republican 4,848,936 182
Butler Greenback 175,096 0
st. John Prohibition 147,482 0







Document I

[image: image2.jpg]In this Puck cartoon, U. S. Grant clutches the Whiskey and Navy
rings and supports an assortment of bosses, profiteers, and scandals
associated with the Grant administration. *






Document J

Source:  http://www.impeach-andrewjohnson.com/ListOfCartoons/AndysTrip.htm
[image: image3.jpg]



 
HarpWeek Commentary: From August 27 to September 15, 1866, President Johnson made his "Swing Around the Circle" tour to Chicago, St. Louis and other cities, to drum up election support for Democratic candidates. Thomas Nast drew "Andy’s Trip" which was published in the October 27 issue. It featured about 20 vignettes, as well as a detailed recital of Johnson’s earlier speeches. That text is reprinted here after the cartoon itself. 
One of the vignettes (bottom right) shows Johnson handing a pardon to Mayor John Monroe of New Orleans, while stating: "Hang Jeff Davis" "Then I would ask you why not hang (Congressman) Thad Stevens and (abolitionist) Wendell Phillips?" Stevens and Phillips are shown hanging in the background.

Text from "Andy's Trip," Thomas Nast Illustration: 
Lower Left:
"I have discharged all my duties and fulfilled all my pledges." 
"Treason against the Government is the highest crime that can be committed, and those engaged in it should suffer all its penalties"…"The day for protecting the land and negroes of these authors of rebellion is past."…"After making treason odious every Union man should be remunerated out of the pockets of those who have inflicted this great suffering on the country. Their great plantations must be seized and divided into small farms, and sold to honest, industrious men."…"Many years ago I moved in the Legislature of Tennessee that the apportionment of representatives in Congress should be by qualified voters. The apportionment is now fixed until 1872; before that time we might change the basis of representation from population to qualified voters, North as well as South, and in due course of time the States, without regard to color, might extend the elective franchise to all who possessed certain mental, moral, or such other qualifications as might be determined by an enlightened public judgment."…"In calling a Convention to restore the State, who shall restore and re-establish it? Shall the man who gave his influence and his means to destroy the Government? Is he to participate in the great work of reorganization? Shall he who brought this misery upon the State be permitted to control its destinies? If this be so, then all this precious blood of our brave soldiers and officers, so freely poured out, will have been wantonly spilled."…"Why all this carnage and devastation? It was that treason might be put down and traitors punished. Therefore I say that traitors should take a back seat in the work of restoration. If there be but five thousand men in Tennessee loyal to the Constitution, loyal to Freedom, loyal to Justice, those true and faithful men should control the work of reorganization and reformation absolutely. I say that the traitor has ceased to be a citizen, and, in joining the rebellion, has become a public enemy. He forfeited his right to vote with loyal men when he renounced his citizenship and sought to destroy our Government. We say to the most honest and industrious foreigner who comes from England or Germany to dwell among us, and to add to the wealth of our country, 'Before you can be a citizen you must stay here for five years.' If we are so cautious about foreigners, who voluntarily renounce their homes to live with us, what should we say to the traitor who, although born and reared among us, has raised a parricidal hand against the Government which always protected him? My judgment is, that he should be subjected to a sever ordeal before he is restored to citizenship." - Extracts from Speeches by Andrew Johnson
Lower Right:
"Where is the man or woman who can place his finger upon one single act of mine deviating from any pledge of mine!" 
"I hold it a solemn obligation in every one of these States where the rebel armies have been beaten back or expelled, I care not how small the number of Union men, if enough to man the ship of State, I hold it to be a high duty to protect and secure to them a Republican form of government until they again gain strength. They must not be smothered by inches."…"These rebel leaders must feel the power of the Government; treason must be made odious, and traitors must be punished and impoverished."…"You have been deeply pained by so me things that come under your observation. We get men in command who, under the influence of flattery, fawning, and caressing, grant protection to rich traitors, while the poor Union mans stands out in the cold. Traitors can get lucrative contracts, while the loyal man is pushed aside."…"The power of those persons who made the attempt (at rebellion) has been crushed, and now we want to reconstruct the State Governments, and have the power to do it. The State institutions are prostrated, laid out on the ground, and they must be taken up and adapted to the progress of events: this can not be done in a moment. We are making very rapid progress - so rapid that I sometimes can not realize it. It appears like a dream. We must not be in too much of a hurry. It is better to let them reconstruct themselves than force them to it; for, if they go wrong, the power is in our hands, and we can check them in any stage to the end, and oblige them to correct their errors."…"If I were in Tennessee I should try to introduce Negro Suffrage gradually: first, those who had served in the army; those who could read and write; and perhaps a property qualification for others - say $200 or $250."…"A fellow who takes the oath merely to save his property, and denies the validity of the oath, is a perjured man, and not to be trusted. Before these repenting rebels can be trusted let them bring forth the fruits of repentance. He who helped to make all these widow and orphans, who draped the streets of Nashville in mourning, should suffer for his great crime."…"If a man who gave his means to destroy the Government should be permitted to participate in the great work of reorganization, then all the precious blood so freely poured out will have been wantonly spilled, and all our victories go for naught. - Extracts from speeches by Andrew Johnson.



Document K
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Document L 

Source: http://www.americanpresident.org/history/ulyssessgrant/
In his inaugural address, Grant spoke of ensuring the right to vote regardless of "race, color or previous condition of servitude." He worked hard his first year in office to get the Fifteenth Amendment passed. But his political inexperience began to show almost immediately. Grant was deeply haunted by the failures of his early life, and he was loyal out of all proportion to anyone who had ever been nice to him. As a result, he appointed his friends to office, and soon his administration was racked with incompetence and corruption.



