
Warm Up Political Cartoon 

Analysis 
 

    

•What is the topic of these cartoons? 

•What comparisons can be made between the Bird Flu of 2003 and the 

Black Death in Europe during the 1300’s? 

•How do the cartoons reveal the cultural, social and political effects  

of disease upon a population? 



Influenza Spreads 

• Three waves of a influenza, severe flu epidemic 

broke, out between 1918 and 1919 in Europe and 

in America. 

• Of all American troops who died in World War II, 

half died from influenza. 

• On the Western Front, crowded and unsanitary 

trenches helped flu spread among troops, then to 

American military camps in Kansas and beyond. 

• This strain of influenza was deadly, killing healthy 

people within days, and during the month of 

October 1918, influenza killed nearly 200,000 

Americans. 

• Panicked city leaders halted gatherings, and people 

accused the Germans of releasing flu germs into 

the populace. 

By the time it passed, over 
600,000 Americans lost their lives. 



• GOALS/OBJECTIVES: You will write a 5-paragraph compare/contrast essay on the Influenza 

Epidemic of 1918 and Europe’s Bubonic Plagues of the 1300’s or the H1N1 (Swine Flu) 

Epidemic of 2009! You will also research sickness and death rates of cities of your choosing (I 

recommend New York City) and include death rates stats n your essay. 

• DIRECTIONS: Read and complete all questions for the worksheet “The Influenze Pandemic of 

1918.”  Then, research the flu virus of 1918, which killed thousands of American soldiers and 

citizens at home, and compare/contrast with either the Bubonic Plague or the recent H1N1 

epidemic of 2009.  Compare/contrast such issues as: 

• 1) The location of origin and how each disease  spread. 

• 2) Symptoms and how the virus of each disease compares/differs. 

• 3) Sickness and death rates for each outbreak.  You will need to find the  data and use or 

create a line graph, bar graph(s), or chart to be included in your essay.  Your essay should 

also analyze and explain this data. 

• 4) The impact of the diseases on American cities and institutions (i.e. schools, work 

places).  Moreover, discuss various efforts to contain the spread of the diseases. How is the 

prevention and treatment of today’s flu viruses different than during the1918 outbreak or 

the Bubonic Plague of the 1300’s? 

• OTHER REQUIREMENTS: You must include at least five reliable sources in correct 

bibliographic format!  Please refer to www.citationmachine.net! Typed, 12-point font, 1-inch 

margins!  Good places to start: http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/influenza-epidemic/, 

http://virus.stanford.edu/uda/, 

http://nmhm.washingtondc.museum/collections/archives/agalleries/1918flu/1918flu.html, 

http://www.flu.gov/, http://www.cdc.gov/H1N1FLU/, 

http://www.google.org/flutrends/intl/en_us/#utm_campaign=ft-en&utm_source=ft-en-ha-na-us-

sk&utm_medium=ha&utm_term=flu%20statistics 
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• EXAMPLES 

OF BAR 

AND LINE 

GRAPHS 



  



  



  



  


