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Discussion Questions
1. Discuss how Napoleon's background, early experiences in school, and the times in
whichhe

lived may have affected his character and leadership style. In the end, what part of his
character

do you think led to his downfall?

2. Explain the debate between aristocrats and philosophers over monarchy and democracy
during

the revolutionary period in France. Which side would you say Napoleon was on?

3. Analyze Napoleon's role in the French Revolution and his speedy ise to power. What
werehis

talents?
4. What were Napoleon's first tasks as dictator? Explain and discuss why they were

important
5. Why do you think the French people accepted Napoleon as their sole leader not once
but twice?

Afterall, hadn't theyjust fought a revolution to end the monarchy in France?

6. Compare and contrast both times Napoleon was exiled. Was he wise to try torefum to
power from Elba? What do you think should happen to defeated leaders today?
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Procedures
* 1. Divide into committees of 3-4 5o that you can have small-group discussions
+ about Napoleon's attempt to regain power in 1815, after his 1814 exile to Elba
* 2. Your first assignment isto research more details about Napoleon’s
*  defeatand exile in 1814. Locate the responses of various French men and
* womentothose events, beginning perhaps with a thorough encyclopedia article about
* Napoleon. Students on each committee should identify reference sources and distribute them
*  among themselves; each student on a committee should be responsible for reading and taking
* notes from one or more sources, with the entire committee covering all the identified sources
* 3. Next, imagine that you are living in France in 1815 at various levels of society.
+ Within the small groups, each student should state whether he or she would welcome
* Napoleon back to the position of emperor in France. Each student must also give reasons for
* holding his or her opinion on Napoleon’s return.
4. For your statements, you must consider the following:
~ OThe goas and ideds of the French Revolution
~ 3 Napoleon's accomplishments and fafures wp to 1814
~ 0Tk retum of the monarchy under Louis XVIIT
5. The goal of each committee isto create 2 consensus out of the views of ts three or four
* members Thatis, members of a committee may start off holding opposed positions zbout
* Napoleon's return but should arrive at one and only one position
* 6. One member of each committee should present the committee’s final decision to the class.
‘Then, the several committee spokespeople need to work out and announce a joint statement on
* whether Napoleon should be allowed to retun to France in 1815





