Roman Roads

Within four years of invading Britain in AID 47, the Source A: Grass Track
Romans had built over 1.000 miles of roads!

When they first arrived., the Roman Army had to use
the old grass and mud track ways which the Britons
had used. These track ways were sometimes
thousands of vears old and oftenn went up and down
hills Tor reasons that nobody could remember. Theyw
were very difficult to travel along.

The Roman Army needed better roads because it had
to be able to move quickly to areas of trouble to keep
the Britons under control. The Roman generals
needed good roads so that they could send orders to the Roman soldiers who might be
stationed in forts as far away as Hadrian s Wall. The roads were also important for
moving supplies of food and weapons to the soldiers. In times of peace., good safte
roads meant more trade and more trade meant more taxes ftor the Emperor.

The army was given the important task of planning and building roads. These roads
did not always run perfectly straight., they sometimes zZzigzaggced up hills and often
avoided obstacles. Howewver, long stretches of Roman roads did run straight and this
is what Roman roads arc remembered for.

So how did the Romans Source B: Building a Roman Road.
manage to build such B
straight roads™?
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Roman Roads

Once the road had been planned the Roman soldiers dug two ditches on either side of
the road to act as drains. The earth from these ditches was piled into the centre and
rammed down. Stones were then gathered from the local area and laid down in
different layvers until they formed a hard surface that could take the weight of heavy
carts. The surface of a Roman road was shaped into a camber so that rain water
would run off into the ditches.

Source C: Cross Section of a Roman Road
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Roman roads were very quick and safe to travel large distances. The Roman soldiers
were not the only people to use them. Merchants used them to carry goods all over
the Roman Empire. The Romans built Britain's Tirst proper roads. Afdter the Romans
left they were allowed to decay because pecople forgot how to rebuild and repair them.
Pcople continued to use the roads the Roman Army had built until 1745, Many
modern roads are built along the original routes planned out by the Romans.

Source D: Why were Roman roads safe to travel large distances™?
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Roman Roads
activity 1. Answer the following questions in complete sentences:

1. List the reasons why the Roman A rmy build roads®?
2. Which of these reasons do yvou think is the most important?

3. Look at Source B. Explain in vour own words what a Groma was and how it was
used to build straight roads.

4. Loolk at Source D. Why were Roman roads quick and safte to travel on'?
5. Why was the surface of a Roman road curved™?

Activity 2. See next page for this activity...
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The Roads of Rome
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1. Using Fome as vour starting point, think about differant places vou could vwisit bw traveling alongthe
roads. With a color pancil, trace a path along the roads soingweast'northwast. Plotand label the location

of anw 3 major citias which wou will stop atalong the way., End wour trip sdither in Britain or
SpainPortueal.

Activity #2: Roman Roads Map Activity—You will need an atlas for this:

2. Bepin vrith Eome agsin. Mow, using a different color pencil, trace a path along the roads soing
sast'northeast. Plot and label the location of any 5 major cities which vou will stop atalong the wraxy.
End vou're vour trip aroundthe Tigris and Euphratas Rivers in Ancient hMesopotarmia.

1. Youmav answar the follovringquestion in the space providad below: Why did the Fomans build
roads across thedir whole empire” What important purposss or functions did thess sarly roads servaT
Eafar to wour textbooks for further information.




