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How difficult was it to escape

From East to West Germany?
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During the night of February 14 1972, 2 29 year old East- Berliner decided to escape to the West by,
‘Swimming across the Spree which runs along the Wall between Treptow and Friedrichshain. He was able
to get to the river and started swimming to the middle of the Spree when he was intercepted by a border
patrol boat from East Germany. The border guards ordered the man to stop but he confimes swimming
towards the West. The patrol starts shooting from a distance of forty meters without making a second.
attempt at communicating with the swimmer. After five short machine gun bursts, the swimmer is dead and
sinks to the bottom of the river. The two border guards were relieved from sentry duty the same day, they
were given performance medals as well as cash rewards to the amount of 150 Marks cach. Four weeks
after the incident, the mans widow was noffied that her husband had committed suicide and that his body
had already been cremated. How terrible. Geing a reward for killing an innocent man who oy had.
intentions of moving across a wall. Actions like this were common and sct examples for the other people. If
you fried to get across and escape the communism, you would be killed. After the wall was up no people
ere to cross the wal at all later though VISA's were handed out to allow passage across the borders. At
Christmas and later times VISA's could be purchased to cross.
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Two young East German construction workers, Peter Fechter and Helmut Kulbeik, had spotted an
‘empty building near the crossing to the American zone. They managed to enter without being scen and.
found one window that was not completely boarded up. Two days later, they returned and managed to rip
off the barbed wire and boards that partly blocked the window. Then Peter, tall and slim, dropped out of
the window first, followed by Helmut, who was short and stocky. They raced over the wastcland and
encountered more barbed wire. Slipping through, they dropped onto a roadway that ran between the
barriers. Ahead of them stood the wall. Helmt was the first to climb, tearing and tugging at more barbed
wire as he reached the top. As he was about to swing over, he realized that Peter was stil at the base,
Tooking terrified. A border guard stood a short distance away. Then the firing began. As bullets pierced his
body, Peter struggled to climb the wall and managed to reach the top. But he was unable to lf his body
over the barbed wire, and for a minute he remained crouched on the wall, unable to go farther. A bullet had
pierced his hung. Then he toppled back on the wrong side and lay there bleeding and helpless a the foot of
the wall. West Berliners who had seen Peter on top of the wall rushed to the area, but they could do
nothing to save him. The West Berlin police and the U.S. guards at Checkpoint Charlie nearby could not
help becanse they were forbidden to set foot in the East. The East German guards did not dare to
‘approach Peter - they feared they would be shot by the Western police - but they kept their rifles aimed at
the young man. A crowd was gathering at the scene and some people even tried to climb the wall but the
border guards threw tear gas into the crowd. Tension was mounting. The West Berliners shouted at the
East German guards, growing more angry by the minute, and demanded that the American guards carry
Peter to safety. One young U.S. lieutenant, who did not want to violate his orders, made the mistake of
saying to the crowd, "Sorry, but this isn't our problem." When Peter had lain on his side for over fity
‘mimites, the East Berlin border police finally approached and carried him away in a sirecher. He bled to
death, the fifteth victim of the wall.
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Directions: The year is 1963 and you currently live'in
Communist East Berlin! You have been walled off
from your loved ones on the other side, democratic
West Berlin. You need to plan and carry out an
escapel Using the diagram and details from the two
readings on the failed escape attempts, plan a
successful escapel 150 words!




