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Islam today
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ONCE MUH. ISLAM I3 ON THE OFFENSIVE!

* Shortly after the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, President Bush visited a mosque and said the U.S.
war on terrorism was not a war against Islam, which he called a "religion of peace.” The Grand
Mufti of Saudi Arabia also said that "Hijacking Planes, terrorizing innocent people and shedding
blood constitute a form of injustice that cannot be tolerated by Islam”.

» On the other hand, the American Baptist leader Jerry Falwell said on CBS-TV that Mohammed"
was a terrorist” and the religion he founded "teaches hate.” To back this up, he quoted from the
Koran: "When you meet the unbelievers in the battlefield, strike off their heads and, when you
have laid them low, bind your captives firmly."

» Muslims believe in all Prophets sent by Allah, and so do not misuse or misinterpret the religious
texts of other faiths in order to insult them. Even in recent times, Muslims have and are facing
brutality and murder in Bosnia, Kosova, Chechnia, Kashmir, and Palestine - but they have not
questioned Judaism and Christianity.

* Is Muslims wished to do so, it would be just as easy to select evidence from the Bible to make
Christianity sound violent and intolerant — for example:

“I tell you that to everyone who has, more shall be given, but from the one who does not have,
even what he does have shall be taken away. But these enemies of mine, who did not want me to
reign over them, bring them here and slay them in my presence.

(Jesus, quoted in Luke 19:26-27)

"Do not think that | have come to send peace on earth. | did not come to send peace, but a
sword. | am sent to set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-
in-law against her mother-in-law" (Jesus, quoted in Matthew 10:34-35)

Task
1. Do you think the message of the cartoons on this page are for or against Islam? Explain your
answer.
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Human Rights in Islam

The Right to Life

"Whosoever kills a human being without (any reason like) man slaughter, or corruption on earth, it
is as though he had killed all mankind ..." (5:32)

The Right to Justice

"Do not let your hatred of a people incite you to aggression" (5:2). "Do not let ill-will towards any
folk incite you so that you swerve from dealing justly” (5:8).

Equality of Human Beings

"No Arab has any superiority over a non-Arab, nor does a non-Arab have any superiority over an
Arab. Nor does a white man have any superiority over a black man, or the black man any
superiority over the white man”

The Protection of Honour

"You who believe, do not let one (set of) people make fun of another set...Do not insult by using
nicknames...and do not backbite or speak ill of one another" (49:11-12).

Tasks
1. In four lines and in your own words, summarise the four key points made in the Koran about Human Rights in Islam.
2. If you were going to add just one more Human Right, what would it be? Explain your answer carefully.

Discussion points

4. If Islam and Christianity have got so much in common, why do you think they have continued to remain separate
religions? Explain your answer carefully.

5. Do you think religion has proven to be better at dividing people than at bringing them together? Explain your answer.

Thinking further

1. What are the purposes of public memorials and commemoration services?

2. If you were given the task of designing a physical monument to commemorate the victims of the September 11"
attacks, what form would it take and why?

3. Do you think a physical monument would be less appropriate than

(a) A regular memorial service

(b) An annual public holiday?

Explain your answer carefully.
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