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Africa—South of the Sahara

Size and diversity of geographic features have greatly affected Africa’s past and
present.

1. Deserts have to some degree isolated sub-Saharan Africa from the outside world,

2. The narrow coastal plain, jungles, and a steep escarpment have prevented greater con-

tacts between Africa and the world.

- The rivers serve as centers of development and population, but, by their nature, have

not been useful for transportation and communication.

. The Great Rift Valley has divided Africa from itself,
- Africa’s vast size has led to the development of varied cultures and civilizations.

- The regular coastline has retarded the development of harbors, trade, and a seafaring

tradition, thus furthering isolation.

There are at least five distinct climatic regions: tropical rain forest, savanna, steppe,
desert, and Mediterranean.

African culeures and societies are varied and complex.
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People of many races, religions, languages, and cultures live in Africa.

. Tribal society is central to the social structure, political organization, and economic

activity of Africa.

- Tribal structure is based on family and kinship relationships.
- Tribal societies have played an important role in Africa’s history.
- African art is rich and varied in terms of form, style, and technique.

- The transition from tribal to modern, industrial society is changing African traditions

and institutions rapidly. Great problems have also resulted.

The history of sub-Saharan Africa has been a long and continuous process.

European and American awareness of African history is filled with myths, such as their
“backwardness.”

There is some archeological evidence that the earliest humans made their home in Africa.

Much of the story of Africa and its heritage has been transmitted orally.
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. Ancient Egyptian civilization influenced, and was influenced by, the rest of Africa

(religion, government, economy, technology, language).

. Ancient empires flourished in Africa (Kush and Axum).

. Outside influences have had great effects on African culture and saciety (Islam, as a

religion and way of life; the impact of Western imperialism on African culture and
development).

. Empires such as Ghana, Mali, Songhai, and Zimbabwe flourished in Africa.

. The European slave trade reduced the population of the continent and weakened the

economic, cultural, and political institations. It greatly speeded up the decline of
African kingdoms. : ‘

- The scramble for African colonies by the Europeans in the 19th and 20th centuries

led to a partition of Africa among these Furopeans.

Nationalism in Africa resulted from Western influences, and led to the development
of independence movements.

World War I and World War Il speeded up the movement toward independence.

Since World War II, European nations have given up all their colonies in Africa.

D.  Economic development is the key to the future of Africa.
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Agriculture is the most important economic activity in Africa. Mining is the most
important industry.

. Few areas in Africa possess good soil.
. Agriculture is divided between subsistence and plantation (cash crop) farming.

- Natural resources are varied and in excellent supply. Only coal and oil are lacking in

great quantities,

- Resources have not been developed to their greatest potential.

. Soil erosion and lack of sufficient rainfall have cahsed famine in Sahel, Ethiopia, and

Somalia.

E.  Sub-Saharan Africa faces all of the problems that developing nations have.
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African expectations are rising from a life of mere survival to expectations of a mod-
ern life of abundance.

- Modern political patterns of Africa reflect colonial rule by Europeans. Political divi-

sions were made with little understanding of or regard for local conditions, customs,
and traditions.

- Tribalism and nationalism have caused conflicts in many African states (e.g., Nigeria,

Ghana, Sudan, Ethiopia).

- Political life in many African nations is controlled by one political party.

. The lack of political stability is a grave problem for African nations.




African nations play a vital role in world affairs.
1. The many nations of Africa have great influence in the United Nations.

2. The nations of the West and the former Communist nations tried to gain the support
of African states by giving economic and military assistance.

8. Apartheid has become an international issue resulting from the subjugation of a major-
ity, black African group by a minority, white African group in South Africa.

4. Draught and famine in the Sahel and East Africa (Ethiopia and Somali) have created
the need for international efforts to relieve the situation.
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