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Scientific 

Revolution

17th Century 

Thinkers

John Locke

Å Enlightenmentðan intellectual movement in 18th Century 
Europe which promote free-thinking, individualism
ï Dealt with areas such as government, religion, relationships 

between the people and the government, and natural rights

Å Developed by philosophes, or social critics, in England 
and France.
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VIDEO: ñThe Enlightenment and 

the American Revolution.ò

Å 200-word prompt: Explain how Enlightenment thinking 
inspired the American colonists to rebel against the 
British Empire.

¶A group of social critics in 
France 

¶Opposed to divine right and 
absolute monarchies 

¶Objected to the privileges of 
the nobility and clergy

¶Believed people were 
capable of governing 
themselves 

¶Turned away from 
traditional religious values; 
most were atheists or 
deists (believed in God, not 
the Church)
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Thomas Hobbes,

1588-1679

ÅBelieved that 

conflict was a part 

of Human Nature

ÅHobbes believed 

that as people we 

need to make a 

contract with the 

government to 

maintain social 

order.

ÅLeviathan

ÅJohn Locke (August 
29, 1632 ïOctober 28, 
1704) was an influential 
English philosopher and 
social contract theorist. 

ÅBelieved that all people 
had Natural Rights: life, 
liberty, property 

ÅThe purpose of 
government is to protect 
these rights

ÅGovernment had to gain 
the consent of the 
governed.
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Baron de Montesquieu, 

1689-1755
ÅBelieved in a separation of 

powers in government

Legislative, Executive and 

Judicial

ÅBelieved that Liberty of the 

people must be protected 

from corrupt leaders.

Persian Letters, 1721

The Spirit of Laws, 1748

ÅFrancois-Marie Arouet 

Voltaire 
1694-1778

ÅBelieved in tolerance, 

reason and limited 

government

ÅQuote:  ñI disapprove of what you 

say, but I will defend your right till 

the death to say it.ò

Candide, 1759 
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Illustration from his 

Encyclopedia, 1751

ÅEmphasized free will in human 

affairs.

ÅBelieved people that lived in a civilized 

society were happy and unselfish

ÅPeople should live in harmony with nature

ÅWrote The Social Contract in 1763.

ÅHis most famous line: "Man is born 

free, and everywhere he is in chains."

ÅSaid that the General Will should take 

priority over individual will.
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Adam Smith, FRSE(baptised June 5, 1723 ïJuly 17, 1790) was a Scottish 

politician, economist and moral philosopher. His Inquiry into the Nature and Causes 

of the Wealth of Nationswas one of the earliest attempts to study the historical 

development of industry and commerce in Europe. That work helped to create the 

modern academic discipline of economics and provided one of the best-known 

intellectual rationales for free trade, capitalism and libertarianism. 
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PROCLAMATION OF 1763

MADE SETTLEMENT WEST 

OF THE APPALACHIANS 

ILLEGAL.  ONE OF THE 

EARLIEST EVENTS TO 

CAUSE CONFLICT 

BETWEEN BRITAIN AND 

THE COLONIES

Å The British followed a national 

policy of mercantilism--an 

economic theory that the 

prosperity of a nation (Britain) 

depends upon its capital as well 

as the world economy.

ï International trade was based upon the 

idea that the colonists had to supply 

the raw materials to the mother country 

(Britain), which would manufacture the 

finished product to sell back to the 

colonists at high prices and taxes!

Å The American colonists were 

outraged. Violent protests began.

Å The Sons of Liberty were 

organized by Samuel Adams and 

Patrick Henry to act out against 

the Crown.


