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Poems carved on walls? 
 Poetry Background 

 Chinese poetry is found on the walls of the Angel Island 
Immigration Station barracks where the men resided. The poetry 
is written in calligraphy (fancy/artistic writing with Chinese 
characters (symbols representing words or ideas) and were 
composed by male immigrants. It was discovered that immigrants 
initially brushed their poems on the walls with ink, only to have 
them painted over by the government because it was considered 
graffiti. When the immigrants began to carve poems in the walls 
with knives and other sharp objects, the government had the 
carvings filled with wood putty to fix the defaced property. Over 
the years, the wood putty began to shrink at a different rate from 
the wood which allowed Alexander Weiss, a California State Park 
Ranger to discover many of the hidden poems before the building 
was scheduled to be torn down. 

 QUESTION: 

 Why do you think they carved poems on the walls of their rooms 
while they were detained at Angel Island? 



 



 



 



 



 



Angel Island Poetry 
Writing Assignment! 

 INTRODUCTION: It has taken 2 months for your journey to 
your new country. You finally see your long-awaited 
destination and realize that you cannot enter right away. 
You are detained for several weeks, possibly months, or 
more than a year in the barracks on Angel Island--though 
each day that passes, you do not know how much longer 
you will be there. You have come to this new country with 
all the hopes and dreams of the family you left behind back 
home. You might even be forced to return all the way home. 
All the time, money and energy you have spent might be 
wasted. How would you feel?  

 

 WRITTEN REQUIREMENTS: Write a poem, carved on a wall 
on Angel Island, that expresses your feelings. Using 
descriptive words and literary devices, write about some 
feelings that you may be experiencing and include 
supporting details. Write about what you would do with all 
the time waiting to find out what is going to happen to you.  


