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Age of Exploration and 

the Slave Trade

Mr. Cegielski

Western Civ. 102

Essential Questions:

•1) What were the political, 

economic, and religious causes of 

European exploration?

•2) What were the major sea 

routes and exploits of each 

explorer?

•3) Why is the legacy of Columbus 

so controversial?

•4) What were the political, 

economic and cultural effects of 

European exploration on Europe, 

Africa, and the Americas?

Main Themes: 

 1. The Vikings started transatlantic 

exploration, beginning around 1000 CE!

 2. Nations were looking for new trade routes 

which led to new explorations.

3. Nations sought new sources of wealth and 

new economic theories and practices to deal 

with this new-found wealth.

4. Nations had the desire for increased world 

power through their colonial empires.
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An ahistorical  depiction of a Viking

Who Were the Vikings?
• The Vikings, or Norse, were Scandinavian warriors who raided Northern Europe, 

Eastern Asia, and Eastern North America. The exploits of the Norwegian vikings 

lead them west to settle into Iceland in 860 and later to colonize Greenland about 

a hundred years later. The Swedish Vikings set out across the Baltic Sea into 

Poland, Latvia, Lithuania, and Russia. By the end of the first millennium the 

Vikings reached North America five hundred years before Columbus.

• Vikings were not just pirates and warriors but also traders and colonists.

• The word Viking means one who lurks in a ―Vik‖ or bay, in effect, a pirate.

• The word ―Viking‖ also describes a whole new age in Europe between about the 

mid 700 to 1150 AD.  This was a period of raiding as well as creating far trade 

networks of settlements by Scandinavians.

• Vikings were comprised of Norwegian, Danish, and Swedish decent. 
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One of the earliest Icelandic Manuscripts in 

Old Norse, the Viking language.

How do we know about the Vikings?
From Sources and Contemporary Accounts:

•1) Vikings left many traces of their settlements 

that are still visible today. Archaeology provides 

physical evidence of their conquests, settlements, 

and daily life.

•2) Not a lot of reliable evidence survives. Many 

popular ideas of Vikings are 19th century 

inventions, such as horns on helmets. Few 

historical records and contemporary written 

sources exist anymore.

•3) Surviving accounts of Viking activity was 

almost exclusively written by churchmen. These 

included monastic chronicles such as the Anglo 

Saxon chronicle, Frankish, and Irish Annals. The 

chronicles reflect the fact that Vikings attacked 

these monasteries for their wealth and the 

accounts had a hostile tone to give a popular 

image of Viking atrocities. The Vikings were 

considered ―heathens‖ for their invasions in 

monasteries and as a result were portrayed in the 

worst possible way.

The Sagas

•―Saga‖ is a Norse word meaning tales. These writings provide 

almost all of the knowledge we have of the Vikings.

•There are about forty sagas that include descriptions of historical 

events in Iceland and voyages across the North Atlantic from 

Norway, Greenland and Vinland (Newfoundland). The sagas also 

have records of family history such as Erik the Red who founded 

Greenland, and his son Leif Erickson who discovered North 

America.

•The Sagas were compiled in the 13th and 14th century, and later 

based on stories that originated as early as 400 and 500 years before 

that.

•Archaeology is providing that a lot of these stories have a good basis 

of fact; in fact the Icelandic sagas were used to help find what might 

be the site of Vinland.
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The Eddas

•Norse oral religious 

traditions written as poems 

are collectively named as 

Eddas. 

•They are folktales.

•Eddas and Sagas weren’t 

written on paper. Instead on 

vellum-sheepskin or calf skin. 

Vellum is more resistant to rot 

and preserves much better 

than paper does. Thank god 

they used vellum!!

What were their goals?
• Raids and loot were not the whole story of the 

Vikings. Land to farm was also a commodity. There 

were limited sources of food.

• They received influences from Europe that they 

saw as technologically and politically superior to 

their culture. Unlike many other invaders in history, 

the vikings weren’t trying to spread their religion 

that was paganism, rather gain new resources and 

new connections. They wanted political and 

economical advantage.

• They had to find food, live off the land, and set up 

shop. They drove people out and took their money 

and other valuables they had. Vikings targeted the 

church and monasteries, which were the major 

sources of wealth at the time.

An accurate depiction of 

what a Viking looked like.
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Ships and Navigation

• We know what their ships looked like because many 

vikings were buried with their goods that sometimes 

included their boats.

• They had swift wooden long ships, equipped with 

sails and oars.

• Shallow drought of these ships meant they were able 

to reach far inland by river or stream to strike and 

move before local forces could assemble.

• Ships had overlapping planks, and measured between 

17.5m and 36m in length. They were steered by a 

single oar mounted on the starboard side.

• Reached an average speed of 10 to 11 knots

•Crews of 25 to 60 men would be common, but larger 

ships could carry over a hundred people.

• Sea battles were rare. They fought close to shore.  

Ships were roped together in lines to face an enemy 

fleet.

Figureheads would be 

raised at stem and stern 

as a sign of war.
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Battles  and Tactics
•Vikings had no professional standing army and 

tactics  and little discipline. They didn’t fight in 

regular formations

•Weapons training began at youth in hunting, 

sports, and raiding.

•A leader who wanted to gain fame needed to 

wage war frequently in order to keep his 

followers and maintain power against rivals.

• In preparation for battle younger warriors 

would draw up a line with their shields to create 

a shield wall for better protection.

•Chiefs were well protected by a body guard.

• They would either capture and kill their 

enemies .Many capturers would become slaves.

•The famous Berserker warriors fought in 

groups, and believed that Odin, their god of war, 

gave them both protection and superhuman 

powers so they had no need for armor. Berserker 

battles were intense and it’s said they bit on their 

shields and could ignore the pain of wounds.

Many experienced vikings formed a wedge 

of 20 to 30 men and would then charge at the 

enemy. They fought mainly on foot. The 

largest armies may have been 4,000 to 7,000 

men. After war Vikings would return to lives 

as farmers, merchants, craftsmen, or join 

other war-bands.

Offensive Weapons

• The main offensive weapons 

were the spear, sword, and 

battle-axe.

• They carried weapons not just 

for battle but also as a symbol 

of their owners’ class and 

wealth. Weapons were 

decorated with inlays, twisted 

wire and other accessories in 

silver, copper, and bronze.

• The spear was the common 

weapon with an iron blade 2m 

to 3m in length. 

•Swords were a sign of high 

status because they were costly 

to make. The blades were 

usually double edged and up to 

90cm. Many swords were given 

names.



7/20/2010

7

Defensive Weapons

• They carried circular shields up to one 

meter across. The shield may have been 

leather covered. Around 1000, the kite 

shaped shield was introduced to the Vikings 

to provide more protection for the legs.

• It was essential to wear thick padding 

underneath to absorb the force of blows or 

arrow strikes. Reindeer hide was used as 

armor. 

•They used long tunics of mail armor 

reaching below the waist. They were not 

very protective. It took many hours to 

produce a shirt, making it very expensive. 

It’s likely they were worn more by leaders.

•Helmets were probably worn by leaders as 

well. Horned helmets also took great skill to 

produce.

An accurate viking helmet left. The mail armor shown right.

A modern myth!!!

Conquests
•The first Viking raids were hit- and -run. 

There was no coordination and long term plan 

behind them. The Vikings would later have 

more powerful forays and would have base 

camps where they would spend the winter.

• Vikings raided the British Isles and the 

Western portions of the Carolingian Empire in 

France. They conquered much of Northern 

England in the 9th century, and they 

established a kingdom in Ireland.

•In return for cash Vikings negotiated peaceful 

coexistence and conversion to whomever they 

attacked. Some leaders paid ransom to Viking 

armies.

•In 911 AD Charles III of France gave 

Normandy (―French for territory of 

Norsemen‖) to the Viking leader Rollos who 

became a Christian. Vikings helped adopt the 

French language and organized a strong state in 

Normandy. 

•During the same century a Norman adventurer 

Robert Guiscard created the Norman kingdom 

of Sicily.     (continued)

Maximum extent of the islamic conquests, 7th - 11th 

centuries (Green). Areas ruled by the Vikings or 

Normans, 9th - 12th centuries (Brown). Carolingian 

Empire at the death of Charlemagne in 814 (Grey)



7/20/2010

8

Other Acquired Territory

 The Vikings reached Iceland and it 
had become a settlement for 
Norwegians and Danes. 

 982 Erik the Red founded 
Greenland.

 Leif Erikson later landed on North 
America around 1000 AD.

 The Vikings who went to the British 
Isles and continental Europe, were 
mostly from Denmark and Norway. 

 The Swedes went beyond the Baltic 
away from Christian europe into 
Russia, Constantinople, an 
Baghdad.The Swedish Vikings 
influenced the growth of the early 
Russian state around Kiev. The 
Slavic people called them ―Rus‖. 
They were ruled by Vikings for a 
long time that the land was named 
Russia.

 In Constantinople they helped form 
and were recruited as Varangian 
guards of the Byzantine emperors. 
Swedes were similar to all the other 
Vikings as they were soldiers, 
settlers, traders, and voyagers.

What happened to the Vikings?

 Vikings became citizens of many 

places in Europe.

 Many had become Christians 

back in their homelands. This 

lead to the downfall of the Norse 

religion and culture.

 Kings instituted taxes and the 

economy changed so that you 

could get along better off as a 

trader than a raider.

 The Viking invasions caused 

European kingdoms to be more 

centralized and focused.

 European kingdoms learned how 

to protect themselves and gain by 

trading and negotiating with the 

Vikings instead of battling them. The Viking’s end
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The Viking’s Impact

 Many styles of the Viking 

ships were adopted by 

other European powers.

 The jury of English 

common law was a an 

outgrowth of Viking ideas 

about community 

obligations and sworn 

investigations.

 Signs of Viking influence 

are found in languages, 

vocabulary, and place-

names of the areas they 

settled.

 They had an impact on 

medieval technology and 

trade, and were an 

important part of Europe’s 

development.

Timeline
789 -Vikings begin their attacks on England.800 

800 -The Oseberg Viking longship is buried about this time 

840 -Viking settlers found the city of Dublin in Ireland.

844 -A Viking raid on Seville is repulsed.

860 -Rus Vikings attack Constantinople (Istanbul).

862 -Novgorod in Russia is founded by the Rus Viking, Ulrich.

866 -Danish Vikings establish a kingdom in York, England.

871 -Alfred the Great becomes king of Wessex; the Danish advance is halted in England. 

872 -Harald I gains control of Norway.

879 -Rurik establishes Kiev as the center of the Kievan Rus' domains.

886 -Alfred divides England with the Danes under the Danelaw pact.

900 -The Vikings raid along the Mediterranean coast.

911 -The Viking chief Rollo is granted land by the Franks and founds Normandy in France.

941 -Rus Vikings attack Constantinople (Istanbul).

981 -Viking leader Erik the Red discovers Greenland.

986 -Viking ships sail in Newfoundland waters.

991 -Æthelred II pays the first Danegeld ransom to stop Danish attacks on England.

995 -Olav I conquers Norway and proclaims it a Christian kingdom.

1000 -Christianity reaches Greenland and Iceland.

1000 -Leif Eriksson, son of Erik the Red, explores the coast of North America.

1000 -Olav I dies; Norway is ruled by the Danes

1002 -Brian Boru defeats the Norse and becomes the king of Ireland.

1010 -Viking explorer Thorfinn Karlsefni attempts to found a settlement in North America.

1013 -The Danes conquer England; Æthelred flees to Normandy. 

1015 -Vikings abandon the Vinland settlement on the coast of North America.

1016 -Olav II regains Norway from the Danes. 

1016 -The Danes under Knut (Canute) rule England. 

1028 -Knut (Canute), king of England and Denmark, conquers Norway. 

1042- Edward the Confessor rules England with the support of the Danes. 

1050 -The city of Oslo is founded in Norway. 

1066 -Harold Godwinson king of England defeats Harald Hardrada king of Norway at the Battle of Stamford 

Bridge      1066 -William duke of Normandy defeats the Saxon king Harold at the Battle of Hastings.
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Optional Video: ―Barbarians: The 

Vikings‖ from the History Channel

 Q. Were the Vikings barbarians or intelligent explorers and 

colonizers?

Next…Causes for the Age of 

European Exploration

WARM UP:

Why go exploring 

in such dangerous 

and unknown

waters? Do the 

benefits outweigh

the risks?
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CAUSES AND IMPACT OF 

EXPLORATION AND 

COLONIZATION

New technologies

Renaissance spirit of adventure
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Navigation 

• Sailors needed precise means to calculate location 

• Compass brought to Europe from China, let know sailors know 

which direction was north at any time

• Europeans learned to use astrolabe from Muslims

• Navigators could chart location based on sun, stars in relation to 

horizon

Advances in Technology

• Whatever reasons for exploring, Europeans could not have made 

voyages of discovery without certain key advances in technology

• Some advances made in Europe during Renaissance

• Others borrowed from people with whom Europeans had contact, 

especially Chinese, Muslims

Technological Advances

Technological Advances

 Advances in 

technology such as 

the astrolabe and the 

compass made ocean 

navigation more 

exact.
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Improvements 

• Just as important as advances in navigation were advances in shipbuilding

• Europeans learned to build ships that rode lower in water than earlier ships

• Deep-draft ships could withstand heavier waves; also had larger cargo holds

Popular for Exploratory Voyages

• Caravel would also be equipped with weapons, including cannons

• Ships could face off against hostile ships at sea

• Maneuverability, defensive ability made caravel most popular for exploring

Caravels 

• Caravel, light, fast sailing ship; two features made it highly maneuverable

• Steered with rudder at stern, rather than with side oars

• Also lateen, triangular, sails; could be turned to catch wind from any direction

Shipbuilding
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Why didn’t Italy engage in 

exploration?

 Had a monopoly on existing Mediterranean 

trade 

 Had little interest in investing in risky sea 

explorations. 

 Spain and Portugal would lead the way in 

exploration 

 Question: Should these 

explorers be viewed as heroic 

explorers or ruthless 

conquerors?  Can they be 

excused for their actions 

because they were ―men of 

their times?‖
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Warm Up: Is this an accurate 

depiction of the first European—

Native American contact?
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As a result of their location facing the Atlantic Ocean, Portugal 

and Spain were well suited to kicking off the Age of 

Exploration. 

• Portugal was first country to 

launch large-scale voyages of 

exploration

• Begun largely due to efforts of 

Prince Henry, son of King John I 

of Portugal

• Often called Henry the 

Navigator, not himself explorer

• Patron, supporter of those who 

wished to explore

The Portuguese

• Early 1400s, Henry established 

court to which he brought sailors, 

mapmakers, astronomers, others

• Expeditions sent west to islands 

in Atlantic, south to explore 

western coast of Africa

• Portuguese settled Azores, 

Madeira Islands, learned more 

about Africa’s coast

Navigation Court

Explorers from Portugal and Spain

Prince Henry the Navigator

 Set up a school for 

sailors 

 Secured financing 

for expeditions 

 Sent explorers down 

the coast of Africa
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Water Route to India

• Prince Henry’s ultimate goal—find water route around Africa to India

• Died before goal accomplished; attempts to find such a route not abandoned

• 1488, Bartolomeu Dias became first to sail around southern tip of Africa

Lucrative Trade

• da Gama’s trip inspired another expedition to India, led by Pedro Cabral

• Sailed west; sighted, claimed land that became known as Brazil

• Portugal established trading centers; became rich, powerful European nation

da Gama

• 1497, Vasco da Gama set out for India, stopped at several African ports

• Learned Muslim merchants actively involved in trade

• Journey took more than 10 months, eventually reached Calicut in India

Exploration Attempts

Bartholomeu Dias 

 In 1488, Dias 

reached the southern 

tip of Africa, latter 

called the Cape of 

Good Hope.
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Vasco da Gama

 In 1498 da Gama 

rounded the tip of 

Africa and reached 

India. 

 The all-water route, 

though long, was 

easier, safer, and far 

more profitable than 

over-land routes.

• Columbus reached island in 

Caribbean after about two months 

at sea

• Thought he had reached Asian 

islands known as Indies; called 

people living there Indians

• 1493, returned to Spain with exotic 

items, including parrots, jewels, 

gold, plants unknown in Europe

• Spanish believed Columbus found 

new route to Asia, hailed him as 

hero

Columbus’ First Voyage

• Spain also eager to seek out new 

routes to riches of East

• 1492, Spanish rulers agreed to pay 

for voyage by Italian sailor 

Christopher Columbus

• Columbus believed he could sail 

west from Spain, reach China

• Correct in theory, but figures he 

presented about earth’s size wrong

• Also had no idea the Americas lay 

across Atlantic

Italian Sailor

The Spanish and Exploration
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Christófo Colón [1451-1506]

• Spanish rule in Latin 

America began with:

• 1) Christopher 

Columbus’ ―discovery‖ 

of the Bahamas in 1492

• 2) Franciso Pizarro’s

conquest of the Inca 

Empire in Peru

• 3) Hernan Cortez’s

conquest of the Aztec 

Empire in Mexico
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Is this an accurate depiction of the 

first European—Native American 

contact?

Christopher Columbus and 

the Native Americans
 Columbus established the 

first recorded European 
contact with Native 
Americans.

 There is continuing debate 
over evidence concerning his 
treatment of the Natives.

Each Indian is to be given a house of his own for 

his family and a farm for cultivation and cattle 

raising. The Indians are to be persuaded to go 

about dressed like "reasonable" men. The Indians 

are to be persuaded to abandon their ancient evil 

ways, and they are not to bathe as frequently as 

before, as we are informed that it does them much 

harm. 

SOURCE: Royal Decree of Ferdinand and 

Isabella, 1501. 
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We ask that..... you acknowledge the Christian church as the ruler and superior of the 

whole world, and as superiors that you agree to let the Christian priests preach to you. 

If you do so, you will do well....we will receive you in love and charity .... and shall leave 

you free without slavery (The Priests) shall not compel you to become Christians unless 

you yourself wish to be converted. 

But if you do not do this .... we shall forcefully enter into your country and shall make 

war against you .... we shall take you and your wives and your children and shall make 

slaves of them .... we protest that the death and losses which shall result from this are your 

fault. 

SOURCE: Excerpts from a proclamation to be read in Spanish to Indians who were 

encountered. If the Indians did not agree to the terms, the Spanish considered them 

in defiance of the Spanish monarch, 1512. 

The Voyages of Columbus

 Columbus made three 
voyages to the ―New 
World‖. 

 ―Discovered‖ the 
Americas for Europe in 
1492.

 Between 1493-1496 he 
attempted to set up a 
colony is Hispaniola. 

 The colony on 
Hispaniola failed.

 Controversial legacy.
– Great sailor and explorer 

or ruthless conqueror?

– Should we celebrate 
Columbus Day?
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Columbus’ Four Voyages

Results of Voyages

Columbus—three more voyages to Americas 

 Still believed he had reached Asia 

Error not realized until about 1502

– Explorer Amerigo Vespucci sailed coast of South America, 
concluded it was not Asia

– Mapmakers later named land America in his honor

Knowing they had found new land, Spanish set out 
to explore it

– 1513, Núñez de Balboa led expedition across Isthmus of 
Panama

– After more than three weeks of travel, Balboa became first 
European to see Pacific Ocean
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Columbus Assignment 

Choice:

 1) Socratic Seminar: ―Was Columbus 

a heroic navigator or an evil, violent 

conqueror?

 2) Mock Trial on Columbus: Should 

Columbus be found innocent or guilty 

of crimes against humanity?
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Columbus Seminar: ―Hero or 

Villain?‖
 Warm Up—10 Minutes: Complete your 

entrance ―ticket‖ for the Seminar—a two-

column chart, featuring bulleted arguments 

for Columbus as ―Hero‖ and ―Villain!‖  

Moreover, have you highlighted major 

arguments and evidence from the text?

 Possible Seminar Questions: 

– 1) What were Columbus’ most important motivations for exploration? Was he a ―good‖ 

explorer and sea captain? What were his intentions with the Native Americans?

– 2) What historical information and evidence supports each side? 

– 3)) Which author’s arguments do you find the most convincing?  The least? Why?

– 4) Can we excuse Columbus as a ―man of his times?‖

– 5) Should Columbus Day be celebrated?

48
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49

Docs. 1- 4
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―The Columbus Effect‖ 

 The Colombian Exchange —The exchange of 
food, materials and diseases between the Old 
and New World.

 Overseas expansion led to increased power 
and wealth for European powers 

 Christianity and the culture of Western 
Europe spread throughout the world. 

 The ethnocentric attitudes of Europeans led to 
the mistreatment of native peoples. Millions of 
Native Americans were wiped out by warfare 
and disease.

 Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade began, also known 
as the ―Triangular Trade.‖

COLUMBIAN EXCHANGE
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 Columbian Exchange 

 1. What was the Columbian Exchange?

 2. In your opinion, what were the 2 most important items 

to travel from the Americas to the rest of the world? 

Explain your rationale.

 3. What did the Columbian Exchange bring together?

 4. Where did the potato come from –Americas or Europe?

 5. Do you think that the Americas had a bigger impact on 

Europe, Africa and Asia or do you think Europe, Africa, 

and Asia had a bigger impact on the Americas? Tell why 

you chose what you chose.
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 Q. Why did I place ―discovery‖ in quotes?

 Would ―encounter‖ be a better word here?

Ferdinand Magellan

 In 1519 Magellan and his 

crew set sail from Spain. 

 Magellan was killed 

battling the inhabitants of 

the Philippine Island of 

Mactan in 1521.

 Magellan’s crew 

completed the first 

circumnavigation of the 

earth.

http://www.mariner.org/age/images/lg_ferdie.jpg
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Ferdinand Magellan & the First 
Circumnavigation of the World:

Early 16c

England and 

France

 Spain and Portugal remained 

concentrated in South and Central 

America. 

 The exploration of North America 

was conducted by England and 

France.
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The weather was too cold, and he ended up heading west around the world to get back 

to England. He became the second man to circumnavigate the globe.

• Spanish and Portuguese did not remain alone in their efforts. 

• By early 1500s the English and French were exploring northern 

parts of the Americas.

• Dutch later joined in explorations.

• 1497, first major English voyage of 

discovery launched

• John Cabot sailed to Atlantic coast of 

what is now Canada

• Tried to repeat voyage; fleet vanished, 

presumably sunk

The English

Explorers from the Rest of Europe

• English soon realized they had reached 

an unknown land, not Asia

• Queen sent Sir Francis Drake out

• After stop in what is now California, 

Drake sailed north to seek route around 

North America

Sir Francis Drake

• England wanted to find shorter route to Asia than Magellan found

• Sent Dutch-born sailor Henry Hudson

• 1607, Hudson set out to north 

• Hoped to find Northeast Passage around Europe

• Found nothing but ice, returned to England

• Later made two more voyages for English, one for Dutch

• Also wanted to find passage to Asia

• Sent explorers to look for Northwest 

Passage 

• 1534, Jacques Cartier sailed past 

Newfoundland into St. Lawrence 

River, claimed land as province of 

New France, now Canada

The French

• By 1600s Netherlands powerful trading 

nation, hoped to find new products, 

trading partners

• 1609, Henry Hudson set out to find 

Northwest Passage 

• Did not find passage, but did explore 

river now named for him

The Dutch

Henry Hudson
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VideoIntroduction: ―The Age of 

Exploration: 1400-1550‖ (30 m)

 Pay attention!  Your assignment follows!

Read ―Discovers and Explorers‖ and

complete this puzzle
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Volunteers, please come up and 

draw the routes!
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By: Mr. Cegielski

•QUESTIONS:

•1) What were the political, economic and cultural effects of 

European exploration on Europe, Africa, and the Americas? 

•2) Were plantation economies profitable?

European Settlements in North America

The Main Idea

In the 1500s and 1600s, European nations, led by Spain, 
continued to explore, claim territory, and build settlements 

in America.

• Which Spanish conquistadors explored the 
Americas, and what were they seeking? 

• How did Spain build an empire?

• How did mercantilism and slavery shape colonial 
life in the Americas?
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The Treaty of Tordesillas, 1494 

& 

The Pope’s Line of Demarcation

• 1494, Treaty of 

Tordesillas drew 

imaginary line through 

Atlantic Ocean

– Everything west, 

including most of 

then-undiscovered 

Americas, would 

belong to Spain

– Everything to east 

would be Portuguese

– Only Brazil remained 

as Portuguese colony

• Spanish rule in Latin 

America began with:

• 1) Christopher 

Columbus’ ―discovery‖ 

of the Bahamas in 1492

• 2) Franciso Pizarro’s

conquest of the Inca 

Empire in Peru

• 3) Hernan Cortez’s

conquest of the Aztec 

Empire in Mexico
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European 

Explorations

Looking for “El Dorado”

Spanish Conquistadors

 Spanish explorers of the 1500s were called conquistadors, 
Spanish for ―conquerors.‖ They traveled to spread Christianity, 
find wealth, and win fame.

 Hernán Cortés landed in Mexico to conquer the Aztec Empire, 
1519-1520.

• Was successful with the help of the Aztecs’ enemies that he 
had gathered as his allies 
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Fernando 

Cortes

The First Spanish 

Conquests:

The Aztecs

Montezum

a II

v

s

.

Conquistador

• Some Spaniards moved from Caribbean to mainland to set up colonies

• Hernán Cortés led expedition to Mexico, ended with conquest of Aztecs

• Cortés a conquistador, military leader who fought against Native Americans

Other Advantages

• In addition to Native American allies, Cortés had metal weapons, heavy armor, guns, 

horses—animals never seen before in Americas

• Disease also swept through Aztec Empire, killing thousands of people

Cortes Marches on Capital

• Moctezuma II, Aztec emperor at time of Spanish arrival in Mexico

• Aztecs powerful, ruled much of Mexico; unpopular with those they conquered

• Cortés joined by thousands of those who wanted to defeat Aztecs

The Conquest of Mexico
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Fall of Aztec Empire

November 8, 1519, Cortés, army entered 
Tenochtitlán, Aztec capital

 Cortés, Moctezuma greeted each other 
respectfully 

 Spanish soon took emperor prisoner

– Battle erupted

– Moctezuma killed

 Months of heavy fighting followed

– Cortés eventually took city

– Defeated entire Aztec empire

The Death of 

Montezuma II
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Mexico Surrenders 

to Cortés

Francisco 

Pizarro

The First Spanish 

Conquests:

The Incas

Atahualpa

vs.
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• 1532, new ruler, Atahualpa, 

agreed to meet with Spanish

• Pizarro demanded Atahualpa 

accept Christianity, hand over 

empire to Spain 

• Atahualpa refused 

• Spanish killed Atahualpa, 

destroyed Inca army, took over 

empire

New Ruler

• 10 years after conquest of Aztecs, 

Francisco Pizarro led expedition 

to Peru

• Had heard of fabulous wealth of 

Inca Empire; hoped to win wealth 

for himself

• Inca Empire already weakened by 

smallpox; many killed, including 

emperor

• Civil war had also broken out

Francisco Pizarro

The Conquest of Peru

Effects of Exploration 

 The Colombian Exchange —The exchange of 
food, materials and diseases between the Old 
and New World.

 Overseas expansion led to increased power 
and wealth for European powers 

 Christianity and the culture of Western 
Europe spread throughout the world. 

 The ethnocentric attitudes of Europeans led to 
the mistreatment of native peoples. Millions of 
Native Americans were wiped out by warfare 
and disease.

 Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade began, also known 
as the ―Triangular Trade.‖
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Video #1: ―Culture Clash: New 

World Meets Old‖ (55m)

Q. What’s ―culture clash‖ and was it the main cause of the 

destruction of pre-contact Native American civilizations? 

Video #2: ―Conquerors: 

Cortez (45m)

 Prompt: How did Cortez’s small army of about 500 men conquer the 

greatest empire of Latin America—the Aztecs—numbering in the 

thousands? Provide at least 3 reasons!
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Cycle of Conquest 

& Colonization

Explorers

Official
European
Colony!
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Mercantilism
The economy and trade 
are essential to the health
and safety of the nation.

1.Get as much gold and silver
as you can.

2.Establish a favorable balance 
of trade.

3.Get colonies.

Treasures

from the Americas!
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Spain Creates a New Social Class 

Structure in the Colonies
Social Structure

 Peninsulares: people who 
came from Spain. Considered 
themselves superior to the 
creoles

 Creoles: people born in the 
Americas of pure Spanish 
descent

 Mestizos: mixed Spanish and 
Native American descent 

 Lowest on social scale were 
people of mixed Spanish and 
African descent, pure-blooded 
Indians, and Africans

 Catholic missionaries ran 
missions and taught Native 
Americans Christianity, 
European farming, herding, and 
crafts.

Land and Labor

 Spain tried to use Native 
Americans as laborers, 
encomienda system

 Many laborers were worked to 
death on huge estates called  
haciendas.

 As Native American population 
declined from disease and ill 
treatment, landowners came to 
depend on African slaves for 
labor.

The Colonial Catholic Church: 

The Only Unifying Force

Guadalajara 
Cathedral

Our Lady of 
Guadalupe

Spanish Mission
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The Colonial Class System

Peninsulares
Creoles

Mestizos Mulattos

Native Indians Black Slaves

Father Bartolomé de Las Casas

New Laws --> 1542
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Beginnings of Slavery

• Disease, mistreatment took toll on native 

population

• Some appalled at treatment

• One reformer, Bartolomé de Las Casas 

recommended replacing Native Americans 

as laborers with imported African slaves

• Slave labor soon became common practice 

in Americas

Life in the Spanish Empire

• With Mexico, Peru, Spain gained control 

of huge empire in Americas

• Spanish king chose officials, viceroys, to 

govern American holdings 

• Spanish colonial economy based on gold, 

silver mining, farming

• Spanish drafted Native Americans for 

labor in mines, on farms

TRANS-ATLANTIC 

SLAVE TRADE: 1600—1800

 Europeans captured West African slaves (c. 12 million total) (in 
exchange for guns, alcohol, tobacco, etc.) 

 Shipped slaves to the Americas and Caribbean Islands to work 
on plantations (sugar, cotton, tobacco, coffee)

 Beginning of the Global Plantation Economy 
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Slaves were kidnapped or 

exchanged by their own tribal rulers  

for guns!

The ―Middle Passage‖
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“Coffin” Position Below 

Deck

African Captives

Thrown Overboard
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Map of Transatlantic Slave Trade: 

Major Destinations

Slaves Reaching British North America, 

1601-1867 (in 1,000s)
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The Lasting Effects of the Slave Trade

PREJUDICE

Devaluing a group because of assumed behavior, values, 

capabilities, etc.

DISCRIMINATION

Policies and practices that harm a group and its members

RACISM

Discrimination against a group assumed to have biological 

commonality 

The Lasting Effects of Slave Trade: 

The Cultural Construction of RACE

1. CULTURAL CONSTRUCTION

No biological basis, although there is often an 
assumed biological commonality such as 

shared genes or ―blood‖

 Race categories change over time and vary 
from place to place 

2. GENETIC EVIDENCE

Proves that there are more differences within
so-called ―races‖  than between them
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RACE (cont.)

3. PHENOTYPE (physical expression of 
genes)

 Many societies define ―race‖ by 
phenotype, such as: skin color, hair form, 
facial features, eye color

 But…the lines of distinction are not clear

 The MEANING of the phenotypic 
features is culturally constructed

SLAVE TRADE 

ASSIGNMENT

CHOICE:
 READ AND COMPLETE: All materials 

on ―Olaudah Esquiano’s Journey!‖ 

 But for the final activity, choose:

 OPTION #1: Draw an illustrated comic 

strip of slave abduction and life aboard a 

slave ship on the Middle Passage.

 OPTION #2: Create a two-page skit on the 

slave trade and perform!  Dialogue, 

characters, setting, etc. must be historical!  

No racial slurs are allowed!
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Creation of ―Plantation 

Economies‖ in the Americas

What kinds of raw materials were

shipped back to Europe?
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―Molasses to rum to 

slaves

Who sail the ships 

back to Boston

Ladened with gold, see 

it gleam

Whose fortunes are 

made in the triangle 

trade

Hail slavery, the New 

England dream!‖

Song from the 

play 1776
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Spanish Colonial Administration

By about 1570, the 

temporary regimes 

of the conquistadors 

had given way to 

formal rule under the 

Spanish crown

Philip II, King of Spain

Venn Diagram: Compare and Contrast the way Spain 

and Portugal governed their colonies in Latin America

Spanish colonial system Portuguese colonial system

http://www.answers.com/main/ntquery?method=4&dsname=Wikipedia+Images&dekey=PhilipII.jpg&gwp=8
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Spanish Colonial Administration
 The Spanish administrators 

established two centers of 
authority in the Americas:
– 1) Mexico (New Spain) with a 

capital of Mexico City, built on top 
of Tenochtitlan, the former Aztec 
capital city.

– 2) Peru (New Castile) with a capital 
of Lima after rejecting the old Inca 
capital of Cuzco.

 Each was controlled by a 
viceroy—a royal official who 
governs a territory--who was 
responsible to the king of Spain
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Spanish Colonial Administration

 The viceroys had great 

power and 

independence because 

of the difficulties in 

communicating with the 

central government in 

Spain

Spanish Mining and Agriculture

 After looting the 

Aztec and Inca 

treasures, the 

Spanish turned to 

silver mining in 

Mexico and Peru, 

producing great 

wealth for Spain!
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Spanish Mining and Agriculture

 Agricultural and 

craft products were 

produced on a

hacienda —or farm.

 Workers were 

mostly natives and 

imported slaves

The 17th Century Hacienda de 

Nogueras housed a sugar mill that 

produced cane alcohol 

Spanish Mining and Agriculture

 The repartimiento system
forced natives to work on 
plantations in return for some 
protections.

 Some employers abused their 
workers, which promoted low 
worker productivity

 The repartimiento was 
replaced by a market labor 
system, with higher wages and 
better working conditions.
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Portuguese Brazil

 The Portuguese first 
landed at Brazil in 1500.

 The Portuguese king 
granted large coastal 
territories to Portuguese 
nobles with the 
expectation they develop 
and colonize their 
holdings

 Profits from sugar 
plantations led the 
Portuguese to claim 
control of all of Brazil Today some 170 million people speak 

Portuguese even though only about 11 

million people live in Portugal

Portuguese Sugar and Slavery
 Colonial life in Brazil 

centered on the sugar mill-
- or engenho

 Engenhos combined 
agricultural and industrial 
enterprises
– This complex business 

operation required heavy 
labor and specialized 
knowledge of the sugar-
making process.

– Planters acted like landed 
nobility and businessmen
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Portuguese Sugar and Slavery

 The native Brazilians 
resisted Portuguese efforts 
to force them into servitude

 Small pox had also killed 
much of the native 
population.

 Unlike the Spanish, the 
Portuguese relied on African 
slaves

 Slavery on the Brazilian 
sugar plantations was brutal 
because of the working 
conditions, climate, and 
mistreatment

http://www.bell.lib.umn.edu/Products/su5.jpg
http://www.bell.lib.umn.edu/Products/su4.jpg
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Portuguese Sugar and Slavery

 Owners were 

particularly brutal

– The philosophy 

was that it was 

more economical 

to work a slave to 

death and buy a 

new one rather 

than work him 

less but have him 

live longer

Public whippings were common 

disciplinary tools

Activity: ―My Life as a…‖
 Directions: “Hola, my child servants! My name is Senor Maximo 

Alacran and I am an evil plantation owner! Your beloved teacher 
Mr. C no longer exists!” 

 1) Read Miguel Barnet – Esteban Montejo (Cuba, 1966) From: 

The Biography of a Runaway Slave

 2) Referring to your textbook and the Internet, read about the lives of 
creoles, mestizos, Indians and slaves.  

 3) Then, for each group--creoles, mestizos, Indians and slaves--write 
150 words, beginning with the following prompt: ―My life as a 
__________ was…‖ That’s four written prompts total, using 
historical detail!

– In your prompts (especially as natives and slaves), you may refer to me 
as the evil, all powerful plantation owner Senior Maximo Alacran!

– Then, we’ll have some fun playing ―Who am I?‖

Get to work! 

Ha! Ha!

The Social 

Classes

Creoles

Mestizos

Indians

Slaves

http://www.bell.lib.umn.edu/Products/su5.jpg
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European 

Empires in 

the 

Americas

 Impact of Exploration on Americas 

 1. What word was used for people of mixed marriages in the Americas?

 2. The Spanish lived with native people, but what else did they do to them?

 3. What were natives forced to do for Spanish landlords?

 4. Describe how native workers were treated by the Spanish.

 5. What was the ―invisible warrior‖ (Hint: Cough! Cough!) that Europeans 

brought to the Americas?

 6. Describe the impact that this ―invisible warrior‖ had on Native Americans.

 7. What was the one part of South America that Spain didn’t control?

 8. Since there wasn’t gold or silver, what did the Portuguese do to get 

wealth?

 9. What helped make Spain the richest nation in the world during the 1500s?

 10. Who accompanied the Spanish conquistadors from the very beginning of

 American colonization?

 11. Why had these people come to the Americas?

 12. What 2 things did Spanish priests work/push for?

 13. What did the Spanish do to meet their labor needs?


