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Conduct a News Conference on
Conflicts in the Middle East

Directions: In this 40-polint project, you will work in groups of 2-3 in order to
research, write and perform a news report skitin front of the class! Your skit must
be at least two pages long and be conducted like a special news report on
television. Yourgoalis to inform the audience (us). in an exciting way, of the
following

~ 1) Causes ofthe conflict (10 points)

~2)Major events and people of the conflict (10 points)

~ 3)Whetheraresolutionwas reached. (10 points)

- Inaddition, you need to create a some type of appropriate background or
scenery (poster or PowerPoint) to perform in front of. (10 points)
Suggestions:

~ 1) Amap, showing the conflict
~ 2)Pictures, showing major people and events of the conflict
~ 3)importantdocuments suchas peace treaties or resolutions.

- Thetopics for news reports include:
~ 1.The Six-Day War
~ 2 TheYomKippurWar
~ 3.The Palestine Liberation Organization andYasser Arafat
- 4TheWestBank
-~ 5.TheGazastrip
- 6.The Golan Heights
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After the Suez Crisis in 1956, the United Nations stationed troops along the
border of Israel and Egypt. In May of 1967, President Nasser of Egypt demanded that
the UN' leave the border and stop policing the boundary between Israel and Egypt. Then
Nasser announced the closing of the Gulf of Aqaba. This would block Israel's sea route
to Aftica and Asia, thereby cutting off their trade routes.

B o ct: W
“‘mw Chronicles of Conflict: Six-Day War

In June of 1967, Israel began a lightning war against Egypt. Israel captured the
Sinai Peninsula and the Gaza Strip from Egypt. Then Israel captured the Golan Heights
from Syria and took the entire west bank of the Jordan River from Jordan. The “West
Bank.” had remained in Arab hands after the Arab-sraeli War of 1945. Lastly, Israel
annexed Jerusalem, which the United Nations had made into an intemational city.

‘This war became known as the “Six-Day War.” It changed Middle Eastem
nations’ views of Israel. Palestinians realized that Arab governments could not get their
land back from Israel. They joined guerrilla fighting organizations, such as the PLO, led
by Yasser Arafat.

‘The United States and the Soviet Union were in the Cold War. They did not want
to be drawn into Arab-Tsraeli wars, so they fried to help create a peaceful resolution in the
area. Even though nations tried to seek compromise, the mutual suspicions and fears
doomed any attempts at lasting peace.
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‘The Yom Kippur War lasted from October 6 — October 26, 1973. It was fought
between Israel and a group of Arab nations. Egypt and Syria were the leaders of the
opposition to Israel. The war began on Yom Kippur, a Jewish holy day. with a two-
pronged attack by Egypt and Syria.

‘These Arab nations invaded the Sinai Peninsula and the Golan Heights, land that
Israel had captured during the Six-Day War in 1967. Within two weeks, Israel had
pushed the Syrians back out of the Golan Heights. Then, the Israelis cut off the entire
Egyptian army near the Suez Canal. After this, the United Nations declared a ceasefire.
Israel would hold the temritories until the peace agreements several years later.

“The significance of this war was that the early victories won by the Egyptians
helped take away some of the humiliation they had suffered during the Six-Day War. A
few years later, in 197, the Camp David Accords would be signed by both Israel
(Mechacem Begin) and Egypt (Anwar Sadat). This would be the firsttime an Arab
nation had recognized the existence of Isracl. One more resultof this conflct was that
the Soviet influence over the nation of Egypt lessened afer this. There was no longer
such a concem that the Soviet Union would win over the Egyptians fo become an ally to
the communists in the Cold War.
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Chronicles of Conflict:  Palestine Liberation Organization

ot e ot s 1 1945, et ot s of
Palestinians were fefugees. with no place o 20 and no nation of their own. Many ived
in camps. in tents, without clean water or otier necessitics. The Palestine Liberation

Organization was created in 1964 10 represent Palestinians. The onginal goal was the
desiruction of the State of Liracl. 1o be replaced by an independent Palestinian state.

I the 1970's, this sroup used violence against Isracl o reach its goals. Many.
massacres. sncluding the killing of Jewish athletes at the Olympics in Munich. Germany.
in 1972 ase aunbuted to the PLO. Another example of the terrorisen of the PLO was o
1985, when a cruise ship was stopped on it way o Isracl. A disabled American man (in
a wheel chain). Leon Klighoffer. celebrating hus anniversary with bis wife. was shot and
theoven overboard off of the cruise ship. Auplane hijacking was another form of
terrorism during this time. The PLO took credit for these and many more terrorist

More recently. the PLO adopred a two-state solution as a goal. with Isracl and
Palestine Insng sde by vide. Tn 1995, Yasser Atatat, the leader of the PLO, recogmized
the State of Iszacl. Yitehak Rabin. prime smunistcr of Iscacl. i furn. recognized the PLO
a¢ the representative of the Palestinian people. Arafat was the leader of the PLO fiom
1969 until s death in 2004. Today. the leader of the PLO is Malimoud Ablbas

Quotes from PLO:
“We plan o climinate the state of Iscael and establish @ pusely Palestinian sate. We will make life
unbedrabie for Jews by psychological warfare and population explosion - We Palesunizns wi
ke over everytung, Jhuaing all of Jenwialem - Yaseer Asatht. Chatenasn of the PLO (i front
oFan Arsb sudsence i Stockholen i 1996)

“Whoever thinks of stoppiag the uprising before it achieves its goals T will give him ten bulles i
e chev * Vasser Ackiat, Chisemman of the PLO

“We know only one word: Jibad, Jinad, Jihad. When e stopped the intifada, we did not sop the
sihad for the establishment of 1 Palestinian state whose capial is Jerusalem. And now e are
‘entering the phase of the great jhad prior {0 the establishment of an independent Palestinian state
Whose capital is Jerusalem.We are 1 a confict with the Zionist movement and the Balfous
‘Declacation nd al imperialist actvites " -~Yasser Arafat, Chairmian of the PLO (During an
‘October 21,1096 speech at the Dehaishe refugee camp)
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Chronicles of Conflict: The West Bank

The West Bank s the name of the area westofthe Jordan Rver. The area i smaller than
the sate of Delaware. The govermment of Jordan named it after it was taken by Jordan in 1948
Inthe early et century,this region was partofthe British mandate. I was to be part of
Palesine after the breakup of the Otoman Empir. Thisarea was faken over by Iral in 1967, in
the Six-Day War. Tsrel continues to occupy his region oday.

Thearea i uader some jrisdiction o the Palestinian Authority: however, saelhas
overal contrl. Thisincludes the Israli stlements, rral areas,and border regions.

The areais mostly Palestinians, $4%, with a minority Jewish popultion. Pat of Jerusalem, the
castem porton, s inthe West Bank region. Isaelcaimsto ave amaexed i, but othe naions
and the United Nations do ot ecognize the annexation

Since the West Bank holds part of th ity o Jerusalem, a iy thati holy o Judaism,
Ilam and Christianity,the importance of it geographically cannot be overstaed. This i a region
that three major world religionsclam astheir own.
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Chronicles of Conflict: The Gaza Strip

The Gaza Stipis  long egion of coatal Land adjacent fo the Mediterranean Sea. About
14 million people, Palestinans,lve there. The are i lighly more than fvice the size of
Washington, D.C. Thisstip of land does not belong to any country, lthougit was occupied by
Tsrael fo the lastfoty years. The Isaeli govemment has been controllng the irspace and
coastline of the Mediteranean Sea;the Palestinian Authorit controled te border with Egypt
and had jurisdiction within the area. In 2005, Israel began to dismantle some of the settlements
the Gaza Strp that had been created after the Six-Day War in 1967. The homes occupied by the
Tssaels would be desroyed and high ise apartment buidings would be buitto house the
Palestinians that had wasted for the return of this small bit of land.

Chronicles of Conflict: The Golan Heights

‘This small but disputed area had been the temitory of Syria before the Six-Day War.
Afterwards, the 80,000 Syrians fled and now there is a pap\llzhﬂn of about 33,000 living in the
region. The area is important for boundary security, for Israel, between Lebanon and Syria, and
for water rights. Syria believes the Golan Heights is their territory. Israel offered the return of
the Golan Heightsto Syria in 2000, if Syria recognized Israel and promised peace. Syma efused

‘The Golan Heights continues to be a land of contention in the Middle East, another poiat
of conflct for Irael and her neighbors.





