Mr. Cegielski

World History

Activity: Should Jewish Holocaust survivors have relocated to israel?

Directions: Imagine that it’s the year 1947.  You are a delegate to the newly created United Nations. Your job is to determine where to place Jewish Holocaust survivors who fled Europe during the Nazi occupation of the early 1940’s.  Many Zionists believe that a new Jewish homeland should be created in Palestine (now modern-day Israel).  The problem is that a large Muslim Arab population already lives there.  The class will be divided into three main groups in this mock United Nations conference:
1) As U.N. delegates, you support the idea of allowing Jews to resettle in Palestine (modern-day Israel) and believe that this area should be proclaimed a national homeland for the Jews.  You believe in the ideals of the Zionist movement.  Working in groups of 3-4, write a 1-page statement in defense of your position. Make sure to address potential problems that may result from your proposal and suggest solutions.   In addition, using the blank map of Israel, indicate where Jews should be allowed to resettle. Create a color map key, indicating where Jews and Arab Palestinians are supposed to live.  

2) As U.N. delegates, you oppose the idea of allowing Jewish refugees to resettle in Palestine (modern-day Israel) because you fear that violence may erupt between Muslim Arab and Jewish populations there. You must decide upon another location (or locations) in the world to resettle the Jewish population.  Will you allow Jews to create their own national homeland in another area of the world?  What potential problems could result from your proposal and what are the solutions?  Working in groups of 3-4, write 1-page in defense of your position.  In addition, using the blank map of the world, indicate where Jewish Holocaust refugees should be allowed to settle.  Create a color key to represent the settlement of the Jewish population on the world map.
3) As leaders of the U.N. General Assembly, you are responsible for making the final decision in this case.  You will listen to both sides and ask each group questions, attempting to expose weaknesses or flaws in their arguments.  In 100 words, write a summary of the problem.  Then, write 10-15 questions to ask the U.N. delegates who will present their arguments. Listen to each side’s arguments, ask your questions, then make the final decision!

Article: Zionism, Jewish Diaspora and Israel 
Early roots
The Land of Israel, known in Hebrew as Eretz Yisrael, has been sacred to the Jewish people since the time of the biblical patriarchs: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The Bible has placed this period in the early 2nd millennium BCE.[23] According to the Torah, the Land of Israel was promised to the Jews as their homeland,[24]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_of_Israel" \l "_note-19" \o "" [25] and the sites holiest to Judaism are located there. Around the 11th century BCE, the first of a series of Jewish kingdoms and states established rule over the region; these Jewish kingdoms and states ruled intermittently for the following one thousand years.[26]
Between the time of the Jewish kingdoms and the 7th-century Muslim conquests, the Land of Israel fell under Assyrian, Babylonian, Persian, Greek, Roman, Sassanian, and Byzantine rule.[27] Jewish presence in the region dwindled after the failure of the Bar Kokhba revolt against the Roman Empire in 132 CE and the resultant large-scale expulsion of Jews. Nevertheless, a continuous Jewish presence in Palestine was maintained. Although the main Jewish population shifted from the Judea region to the Galilee;[28] the Mishnah and part of the Talmud, among Judaism's most important religious texts, were composed in Israel during this period.[29] The Land of Israel was captured from the Byzantine Empire around 636 CE during the initial Muslim conquests. Control of the region transferred between the Umayyads,[30] Abbasids,[31] and Crusaders over the next six centuries, before falling in the hands of the Mamluk Sultanate, in 1260. In 1516, the Land of Israel became a part of the Ottoman Empire, which ruled the region until the 20th century.[32]
Zionism and the British Mandate
Jews living in the Diaspora have long aspired to return to Zion and the Land of Israel.[33] That hope and yearning was articulated in the Bible[34] and is a central theme in the Jewish prayer book. Beginning in the twelfth century, a small but steady stream of Jews began to leave Europe to settle in the Holy Land, increasing in numbers after Jews were expelled from Spain in 1492.[35] During the 16th century large communities struck roots in the Four Holy Cities, and in the second half of the 18th century, entire Hasidic communities from eastern Europe settled in the Holy Land.[36]
The first large wave of modern immigration, known as the First Aliyah (Hebrew: עלייה), began in 1881, as Jews fled pogroms in Eastern Europe.[37] While the Zionist movement already existed in theory, Theodor Herzl is credited with founding political Zionism,[38] a movement which sought to establish a Jewish state in the Land of Israel, by elevating the Jewish Question to the international plane.[39] In 1896, Herzl published Der Judenstaat (The Jewish State), offering his vision of a future state; the following year he presided over the first World Zionist Congress.[40]
The Second Aliyah (1904–1914), began after the Kishinev pogrom. Some 40,000 Jews settled in Palestine.[37] Both the first and second waves of migrants were mainly Orthodox Jews,[41] but those in the Second Aliyah included socialist pioneers who established the kibbutz movement.[42] During World War I, British Foreign Secretary Arthur Balfour issued what became known as the Balfour Declaration, which "view[ed] with favour the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people."[43] The Jewish Legion, a group of battalions composed primarily of Zionist volunteers, assisted in the British conquest of Israel. Arab opposition to the plan led to the 1920 Palestine riots and the formation of the Jewish defense organization known as the Haganah, from which the Irgun and Lehi split off.[44]
In 1922, the League of Nations granted Great Britain a mandate over Palestine for the express purpose of "placing the country under such political, administrative and economic conditions as will secure the establishment of the Jewish national home".[45] The populations of the Ottoman districts in the area at this time were predominantly Muslim Arabs, while the largest urban area in the region, Jerusalem, was predominantly Jewish.[46]
Jewish immigration continued with the Third Aliyah (1919–1923) and Fourth Aliyah (1924–1929), which together brought 100,000 Jews to Palestine.[37] In the wake of the Jaffa riots in the early days of the Mandate, the British restricted Jewish immigration and territory slated for the Jewish state was allocated to Transjordan.[47] The rise of Nazism in the 1930s led to the Fifth Aliyah, with an influx of a quarter of a million Jews. This influx resulted in the Arab revolt of 1936–1939 and led the British to cap immigration with the White Paper of 1939. With countries around the world turning away Jewish refugees fleeing the Holocaust, a clandestine movement known as Aliyah Bet was organized to bring Jews to Palestine.[37] By the end of World War II, Jews accounted for 33% of the population of Palestine, up from 11% in 1922.[48]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_of_Israel" \l "_note-42" \o "" [49]
Independence and first years
After 1945 Britain became embroiled in an increasingly violent conflict with the Jews. In 1947, the British government withdrew from commitment to the Mandate of Palestine, stating it was unable to arrive at a solution acceptable to both Arabs and Jews.[50] The newly-created United Nations approved the UN Partition Plan (United Nations General Assembly Resolution 181) on November 29, 1947, dividing the country into two states, one Arab and one Jewish. Jerusalem was to be designated an international city – a corpus separatum – administered by the UN to avoid conflict over its status.[51] The Jewish community accepted the plan,[52] but the Arab League and Arab Higher Committee rejected it.[53]
Regardless, the State of Israel was proclaimed on May 14, 1948, one day before the expiry of the British Mandate for Palestine.[54] Not long after, five Arab countries – Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon and Iraq – attacked Israel, launching the 1948 Arab-Israeli War.[54] After almost a year of fighting, a ceasefire was declared and temporary borders, known as the Green Line, were instituted. Jordan annexed what became known as the West Bank and East Jerusalem, and Egypt took control of the Gaza Strip. Israel was admitted as a member of the United Nations on May 11, 1949.[55] During the course of the hostilities, 711,000 Arabs, according to UN estimates, fled from Israel.[56] The fate of the Palestinian refugees today is a major point of contention in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.[57]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_of_Israel" \l "_note-49" \o "" [58]
In the early years of the state, the Labor Zionist movement led by Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion dominated Israeli politics.[59]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_of_Israel" \l "_note-51" \o "" [60] These years were marked by mass immigration of Holocaust survivors and an influx of Jews persecuted in Arab lands. The population of Israel rose from 800,000 to two million between 1948 and 1958.[61] Most arrived as refugees with no possessions and were housed in temporary camps known as ma'abarot. By 1952, over two hundred thousand immigrants were living in these tent cities. The need to solve the crisis led Ben-Gurion to sign a reparations agreement with West Germany that triggered mass protests by Jews angered at the idea of Israel "doing business" with Germany.[62]
During the 1950s, Israel was frequently attacked by Arab fedayeen, mainly from the Egyptian-occupied Gaza Strip.[63] In 1956, Israel joined a secret alliance with Great Britain and France aimed at recapturing the Suez Canal, which the Egyptians had nationalized (see the Suez Crisis). Despite capturing the Sinai Peninsula, Israel was forced to retreat due to pressure from the United States and the Soviet Union in return for guarantees of Israeli shipping rights in the Red Sea and the Canal.[64]
At the start of the following decade, Israel captured Adolf Eichmann, an implementer of the Final Solution hiding in Argentina, and brought him to trial.[65] The trial had a major impact on public awareness of the Holocaust[66] and to date Eichmann remains the only person sentenced to death by Israeli courts.[67]
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—Today’s Procedure
1) You have 15 minutes to finish preparing with your
group. This includes your paper and map.
2) During your presentation, you will refer to your map
onthe placement of Jews. Using the blank map
projected on the board. color and label where you will
place the Jews and Palestinians.
3) Mock conference format:
+ 1.Eachgroup presentstheir papers with proposals and
Map. b minules sach
+ 2 Eachside cantaketums askingthe ofher side
jusstions o EXpose weaknesses. This Question/answer
bate willl3stUp o 10 minues
+ 3.Judges ask each side questions to expose weaknesses|
ordlearup confusion. 5 minufes
+ 4. Judges makea decision. Efther they supportone of hel
gi0up’ propesal r developan entrel ifrentsoluon
minuizs.





[image: image1.png]Northern
®

Administrative Divisions

Israel has six districts (mehozot,
singular mehoz).
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