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Essential 

Question:

What is fact

and what is

fiction concerning

The Trojan War?

• The city of Troy commanded 
sea and land traffic going 
between Asia and Europe. 

• Scholars once thought that 
Homer, a blind poet, had 
invented the city of Troy in his 
famous epic poem The Iliad. 

• Henrich Schliemann (1822-
1890), the German 
archaeologist, led excavations 
to prove that Troy had existed 
and eventually unearthed vast 
storehouses of treasures and 
knowledge.

Plan of the City of Troy
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The Seven “Layers” of Ancient Troy The Seven “Layers” of Ancient Troy

Homer’s 

Troy
(VII)

Original Wall of the City of Troy Wall of Troy Recreated
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What were the Historical Causes 
of the Trojan War??

Desiring to control the seas, the 

Mycenean (Achaean) kings launched a 

famous expedition against Troy

in 1250 B.C. in order to eliminate a 

powerful commercial rival.

Bronze Age Enemies:  The Trojan War

• Historians’ theories do not correspond with 
Homer's view that the Trojan War was 
caused by the abduction of Helen, queen of 
Sparta, by the Trojan prince Paris. 

• Led by Agamemnon, king of Mycenae, the 
wrathful Achaeans besieged Troy for ten 
long years. Homer's Iliad deals only with a 
few weeks during the tenth year of the siege.

Mask of Agammemnon
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Helen of Troy:
“The Face That Launched 1000 Ships?”

What

did she 

look 

like?

• In Greek mythology, Priam was 
the king of Troy during the 
Trojan War. 

• Priam had several wives and 
was the father of 50 sons and 
many daughters. His chief wife, 
Hecuba, bore him 19 children, 
including Hector, Paris, 
Polyxena, Helenus, Cassandra, 
Troilus, Creusa, Polydorus, 
and Deiphobus. 

• When the Greeks sacked and 
burned Troy, Priam was killed 
by Neoptolemus.

King Priam: A Real or Mythological 
King?

Actor Peter O’Toole plays King 
Priam in the movie Troy.

King Priam’s Treasure: Sofie Schliemann, 
the Archaeologist’s Wife, with King 

Priam’s Jewelry

The “Trojan Horse”?
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Brutal
Combat

Troy Grave Circles

• Introduction and Directions: A few years ago 

Hollywood made the movie ―Troy.‖  Did Hollywood ―get 

it right?‖  Based on your viewing of the documentary, 

list 10 historical facts as well as 5 possible 

misconceptions (myths) about Troy and the Trojan 

War. Then, finally, answer this question: Is there any 

value to watching a Hollywood movie of an important 

historical event?  Back up your argument!

Documentary--Beyond the 

Movie: Troy

Click the link below:

http://www.snagfilms.com/films/title/beyond_the_movie_troy/

• About 1200 B.C. a new wave of 

Indo-Europeans--the Dorian Greeks-

-invaded Greece. 

• The Mycenaean center Pylos was 

sacked and burned, and the 

destruction of the other major 

Mycenaean citadels soon followed. 

• Mycenaean refugees fled to Athens 

and to Ionia on the western coast of 

Asia Minor.

http://www.snagfilms.com/films/title/beyond_the_movie_troy/
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• After the Dorian invasion, Mycenaean civilization 

disappeared including centralized 

administration, wide-ranging commerce, 

sophisticated art forms and architecture, and 

writing. 

• Yet, a unique Hellenic (from ―Hellas,‖ the Greek 

name for Greece) civilization arose.

Migrations in the Aegean Region

(DORIANS}

• The numerous mountain ranges made 
communication difficult, leading to the 
development of fiercely independent city-
states. 

• The major cleft is the Gulf of Corinth, 
which made southern Greece almost an 
island - hence, it was called the 
Peloponnesus ("Pelop's island"). 

• In order to secure more fertile lands and 
sea trade, the Greeks established colonies 
abroad.
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• The blind poet Homer created 
the epics the Iliad and 
Odyssey. 
– The Iliad describes the Trojan 

War.

– The Odyssey tells of Odysseus 
returning from war (after twenty 
years)--and his trials in which he 
had to overcome.

• The poet described details of 
political, economic, social, 
religious life.

• Homer’s epics emphasize 
heroic values - the strength, 
skill, and valor of the 
preeminent warrior. 

Homer’s Great Epics Homer’s View of the World
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• Myths are stories about divine 

beings and nature. 

• Before the world understood 

science, the Greeks explained 

their world through their myths. 

• These stories reveal Greek 

history, their understanding of 

nature, and the values of the 

mythmakers.

Clash of the Titans – Medusa

Rating: PG (Violence/Brief Nudity/Suitable 

for Children) 

View the clip from the classic movie on

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBtAO4dYL98

-- A film adaption of the myth of Perseus and his 

quest to battle both Medusa and the Kraken monster 

to save the Princess Andromeda.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBtAO4dYL98
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WHAT DO YOU ALREADY KNOW?

"Zeus," Museum of Olympia, Greece. 

Image courtesy of Corel Corporation. 

Credit (button images): courtesy of Corel Corporation.

Zeus

King of 

heaven and 

earth and of 

all the gods 

on Olympus

As the wife (and sister) of Zeus, Hera is the patron of marriage. She 

is also known as Juno (Roman). She has no unique attributes in 

iconography and so can only be identified by context or inscription. Goddess of wisdom, reason 

and purity
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God of the 

Underworld

Poseidon was the Greek god of the sea and earthquakes. Poseidon was 

depicted as a bearded man with long hair, holding a trident (a three-

pronged spear) and accompanied by dolphins and fish. He reputedly had a 

very bad temper. 

Demeter is the giver of 

grain. She is also 

known as Ceres 

(Roman) and 

sometimes Deo. Her 

attributes in 

iconography can 

include a torch, a 

crown, a sceptre, and 

stalks of grain. She is 

often portrayed with 

her daughter, 

Persephone/Kore.
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Left section of the freeze (c. 525 B.C.) of the treasure of Siphnioi, entitled 

"Symposium of the Gods." Delphi, Greece. From left to right we can see Aphrodite, 

Artemis, and Apollo.

Image courtesy of the Superintendency (Ephoria) of Prehistoric and Classical 

Antiquities in Delphi. Greek Ministry of Culture-Archaeological Receipt Fund. (c) 

Greek Ministry of Culture.

Aphrodite 

was the 

Greek 

goddess 

of love 

and 

beauty. 

In Greek mythology, 

Artemis was born with 

her twin brother Apollo 

in the island of Delos. 

Their parents were Zeus 

and Leto. Artemis was 

the goddess of woodland 

and the personification of 

the Moon. She was also 

known as the goddess of 

the hunt. 

Head of Hermes. Statue of the 2nd century A.D. from Turkey.

Image courtesy of Corel Corporation.

GOD OF 

CHANCE 

AND 

GAMING

GOD 

OF 

THE 

SUN,

LOGIC 

AND 

MUSIC

In Greek mythology, Apollo was the son of Zeus (Jupiter) and Leto 

(Letona). He was the twin brother of the goddess Artemis
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God of 

Fire and 

artisans. 

He was 

ugly and 

lame. 

Protector 

of smiths.

http://library.advanced.org/18650/data/gods/olympians/hephaforge.html
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• By the 700’s B.C.E., kings had lost power 
to the aristocrats, or wealthy nobles.

• Many farmers were unable to pay back 
their debts and were forced to become 
sharecroppers or slaves to the aristocrats. 

• Many non-land holding merchants and 
artisans began to acquire some political 
rights as members of the assembly.

• The economy was a simple, self-sufficient 
agricultural system.

Greek & Phoenician Colonization: 
750-500 BCE

• From 750 to 550 B.C. the Greeks planted colonies along 
the northern coast of the Aegean and around the Black 
Sea. 

• Greek colonies supplied grain to help feed the 
overcrowded city-states.

• Merchants transported bulky cargo—animals, textiles, 
timber, and jugs of olive oil—throughout modern-day 
Europe.

• By the 600’s B.C.E., the Greeks replaced their barter 
system with a money economy and their trade expanded 
further.

Trade Resumes:
6c BCE

Amphoras
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“Iron Age” Trade Routes Evolution of Our Alphabet:
From Phoenician to Latin

The Dialects of Ancient Greek
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