Britain's Appeasement Policy: Was
this the right choice?

World w."ur' I f:u.usad the deaths of The British Prime Minister from 1937, Neville
nearly nine million people and ':'35.1" Chamberlain, believed in appeasement. The major aim
huge sums of money. Most countries was to avoid another European war.
in Europe were anxious to avoid

another costly war - both in terms of '‘Appease’ literally means pacify, soothe or satisfy.
money and lives.

In 1938, Germany and Austria joined together - this was known as the Anschluss.
Hitler claimed he was uniting all German speaking people in one ‘greater Germany'.

Seeing this, German speaking people in the Czecheoslovakia (mainly living in an area known
as the Sudetenland - shaded on the map) began to demand they become part of
Germany too. Hitler made sure these people received

support from Germany. However, Hitler couldn't just take
over the area. Czechoslovakia was a powerful new country |
and had the backing of the Soviet Union.

In September 1938, Hitler demanded that German speakers in
Czechoslovakia should be allowed to join his ‘greater Germany’. War
between Germany and Czechoslovakia seemed likely!

Everything depended on the actions of Britain, France and the Soviet Union.
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‘WARM UP: You are all delegates of the Munich
Conference of 1938! You must decide whether to
appease Hitler. Follow these directions:

» 1) You will be divided into 7 groups (countries).

» 2) Read about the appeasement policy in your textbook and

complete “Appeasement” in your causes of WWII assignment
file> Appoint one scribe and work together to answer questions
#1-10 with your group on a sheet of looseleaf.

Later on today, your group will be assigned a country to
represent for our upcoming conference : Britain, France,
Germany Austria, Poland, Czechoslovakia and the United States
(the judges!). More details will be provided.




‘Day #2: You are all delegates of the Munich Conference
of 1938! You must decide whether to appease Hitler.
Follow these directions:

« 1) 10 minutes. Get into your groups and brainstorm arguments,
either for or against appeasing Hitler. This can look like a web
diagram. If you are Germany or Austria, you should know what

the obvious choice is!

2) 25-30 minutes. From the point of view of your country, write a
300-word speech about whether you agree with the policy of
appeasement. Start the speech with “Greetings fellow delegates
of the Munich Conference. As delegates of , we believe
that...” Your response should reflect the opinions of your
country’s leaders.

« Remember, ask yourself, who’s in favor of appeasement and why?
Refer to the readings and explain your arguments!

» For Poland and Czechoslovakia, think about how they might feel
about appeasement. Wouldn’t you be scared if your country
bordered Nazi Germany? How do you feel about giving up land to
Hitler?




FISHBOWL RULES:

1. One member of each country (team) sits in the inner half circle at a time. Create a
standing name tag for your country.

2. The debate will start with each country readings its summary of position in relation to
the conflict.

3. One student speaks at a time, by asking a question to one of the other countries. The
other country responds and then asks another country a question.

4. To become part of the fishbowl, you must tag your teammate’s shoulder and replace
him/her in the inner half circle. Be polite and do not interrupt your teammate mid-sentence
during the debate.

5. Anyone who speaks out of turin, becomes disruptive or engages in side
conversations must sit out during the whole debate and will be faced with extra work!

6. Towards the end of the debate, | will ask each country to present its solution to the
conflict. The judges will then determine the winner based on the scoring rubric they
developed!

FOCUS QUESTION: SHOULD WE FOLLOW THE POLICY OF
APPEASEMENT AND GIVE INTO HITLER’S DEMANDS?




Diagram of Appeasement Process:
Was appeasement justified?

British and French foreign policy 1938
THE MUNICH CONFERENCE

PM Chamberlain was determined to avoid

war. He made many trips around Europe in Chamberlain, Hitler, Daladier (French PM) and
September 1938 attempting to make Mussolini (leader of Italy) all met in Munich to
agreements. discuss Czechoslovakia. The Czechoslovakian

government was not invited.
Chamberlain took the lead and the French

followed. The French also wished to avoid It was decided that Germany would occupy the
war at all costs. If they didn't go to war, Sudetenland within 10 days and other parts of
then neither would the Soviet Union. Czechoslovakia would go to Poland and Hungary.

As a final attempt to avoid war, a The French and British governments agreed.
conference in Munich was organised. The Czechoslovakian government was told to

agree or face Germany alone.

Hitler promised not to take over any more land.
IT WAS GENERALLY FELT GIVING HITLER THE SUDETENLAND WAS

A 6OOD PRICE TO PAY FOR PEACE.




