
Britain’s Appeasement Policy: Was 

this the right choice? 

 



 
What did the leaders think 

about appeasement? 
 

 



DEBATE ACTIVITY: Should 

we appease Hitler? 
•WARM UP: You are all delegates of the Munich 

Conference of 1938! You must decide whether to 

appease Hitler. Follow these directions:  

• 1) You will be divided into 7 groups (countries).                  

• 2) Read about the appeasement policy in your textbook and 

complete “Appeasement” in your causes of WWII assignment 

fileAppoint one scribe and work together to answer questions 

#1-10 with your group on a sheet of looseleaf. 

• Later on today, your group will be assigned a country to 

represent for our upcoming conference : Britain, France, 

Germany Austria, Poland, Czechoslovakia and the United States 

(the judges!). More details will be provided. 



•Day #2: You are all delegates of the Munich Conference 
of 1938! You must decide whether to appease Hitler. 
Follow these directions:  

• 1) 10 minutes. Get into your groups and brainstorm arguments, 
either for or against appeasing Hitler.  This can look like a web 
diagram.  If you are Germany or Austria, you should know what 
the obvious choice is! 

• 2) 25-30 minutes. From the point of view of your country, write a 
300-word speech about whether you agree with the policy of 
appeasement.  Start the speech with “Greetings fellow delegates 
of the Munich Conference.  As delegates of _______, we believe 
that…” Your response should reflect the opinions of your 
country’s leaders.   

• Remember, ask yourself, who’s  in favor of appeasement and why? 
Refer to the readings and explain your arguments! 

• For Poland and Czechoslovakia, think about how they might feel 
about appeasement.  Wouldn’t you be scared if your country 
bordered Nazi Germany?  How do you feel about giving up land to 
Hitler? 

FISHBOWL DEBATE: Should 

we appease Hitler? 



• FISHBOWL RULES: 

• 1. One member of each country (team) sits in the inner half circle at a time. Create a 

standing name tag for your country.   

• 2. The debate will start with each country readings its summary of position in relation to 

the conflict. 

• 3. One student speaks at a time, by asking a question to one of the other countries.  The 

other country responds and then asks another country a question.  

• 4. To become part of the fishbowl, you must tag your teammate’s shoulder and replace 

him/her in the inner half circle.  Be polite and do not interrupt your teammate mid-sentence 

during the debate. 

• 5. Anyone who speaks out of turn, becomes disruptive or engages in side 

conversations must sit out during the whole debate and will be faced with extra work!  

• 6. Towards the end of the debate, I will ask each country to present its solution to the 

conflict.  The judges will then determine the winner based on the scoring rubric they 

developed!                      

• FOCUS QUESTION: SHOULD WE FOLLOW THE POLICY OF 

APPEASEMENT AND GIVE INTO HITLER’S DEMANDS?  

FISHBOWL DEBATE FORMAT: 



Diagram of Appeasement Process: 

Was appeasement justified? 

 


