Worksheet—Defining Chartism
 
Examine the sources included with this worksheet. Consider how they help you answer the key question: 
What was Chartism?
 Use this table to record your ideas
	  
Source 1: Handbook of the People’s Charter Union, 1848






	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	 
Source 2: Newspaper accounts of riots in Preston, 1842






	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	 
Source 3: 
Article on trouble in Manchester, 1842
	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	 
Source 4: Illustrations of a meeting of Chartists on Kennington Common, 1848
	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
1) Now, define Chartism in your own words.

2) Do you think these documents are enough to show you the full picture? 
 


3) Where might you go to find out more evidence?
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Worksheet—Peterloo Massacre
Examine the sources in this gallery. Consider how they help you answer the key question: 
What happened at St. Peter’s Fields? Whose fault was it?
Use this table to record your ideas
	Source 1: 
Letter from the Home Secretary, 
4 August 1918
 






	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	Source 2: 
Engraving of the events at St. Peter’s Fields, 1819
 





	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	Source 3: 
Letter from a Lancashire magistrate, 
16 August 1819
 





	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	Source 4: 
Letter on the conduct of the Manchester magistrates, 
23 August 1819
 




	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


1) What happened at St. Peter’s Fields? Whose fault was it?

2) Do you think these documents are enough to show you the full picture? 

3) Where might you go to find out more evidence?
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‘SERIOUS DISTURBANCES
BY TURN-OUTS AND CHARTISTS.

(From the Manchester Guardian of Wednesday.)

W regret to state, that this wesk has witnessed the com-

‘mencement of a series of disturbances in this town and neigh=

. bourhood, which at present have a very threatening appear-
ance, and will requirg the utmost firmneds and vigilance on
the part of the civil ahd military authorities.

Although theso disturbances have taken the appearance of
aturn-out for wages, we believe that they bave, in fact, a
totally different origin, and arc intimately connected with the
recont ontbreaks in Staffordshire and Scotland. As, however,
a throatened reduction’ of . wages at. Stalybridge has been
seized upon as the pretext for their. commencement, we will
state what we understand to have occurred in reference to

that abatement,
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About cleven o'clock’ the magistrates, who
were very numerous, répaired to. a house,
whence they might see the whole of the pro~
ceedines of the meeting. - A body of special
constables took their ground, about Lwo hun-
dred in number, close to the hustings; " from
them there was ‘a line of communication to
the house where we were. - Mr. Trafford
| Trafford was so good as to take the situation
of xmendingco]enel‘L’Eslrmge,thecommand‘-
ing officer.—From eleven till one o'clock, the
various ‘columns ‘arrived, attended by flags,
each by two or three flags; and there were
! four, if not more, caps of ‘liberty. The en-
signs were of the” same description as those
displayed on similar occasions, with this ad-
dition, thatone had a bloody pikerepresented
onit; another, “Equal Representation or
Death.” There was no appearance of arms or
pikes, but great plenty of sticks and staves;
and every column marched in regular files of
| three or four decp, attended with' conductors,
music, &c. The most powerful accession was
he last instance, when Hunt an,
came i
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ADDRESS OF THE
PEOPLE’S CHARTER UNION.

Frrow CouNthyaex,
The Object of our Union is the attainment of the
People’s Charter—the recognition by the legislature of our
right of political equality, with such provisions s scem
necessary for the fair and efficient exercise of that right for
the public good. That is to say:—our Union sceks the
enactment of Universat, Surrrace—the admission to ther”
franchise of every man of twenty-one years of age, of sound}
‘mind and unconvicted of crime ; EQuaL REPRESENTATION—
the division of the United Kingdom into equal electoral
districts; TiE ARoLITION oF THE PROPERTY QUALIFICATION
now required of Members of Parliament, and of all qualifica-
xeept the choice of the Electorsi Vore by Barzor—
ent bribery and intimidation; ANNUALPARLIAMENTS—
to insure the responsibility™of te members to their constitu-
ents; D TiE Paysext or Mewers—rendered necessary
by the abolition of the present property qualification. These
are the points of the Charter which we desire to have es-
tablished as the law of the land ;





