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Mr. Cegielski

Essential Questions:

 1) What does citizenship mean?

 2) What are the representative acts of a good citizen?

 3) Identify examples of rights and responsibilities of citizens. 

 4) What can we do, as active, responsible citizens, to improve our community?

WARM UP:
 READ THE ARTICLES “A LESSON IN U.S. 

CITIZENSHIP” AND “CITIZENSHIP LESSON FROM 
THE TOP.” 

 Q. WHY DO IMMIGRANTS COME TO THE U.S.?  
WHY IS NATURALIZATION SUCH AN IMPORTANT 
PROCESS?



7/10/2009

2

The first fifty questions:

Can you pass the exam?
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Active Citizenship
 The way the members of a group use their rights and 

carry out their responsibilities.

Rights

 A right is something 
that is owed a person.

 According to 
Constitutional law, 
rights are liberties, or 
freedoms, that we enjoy 
as Americans.

 At school, you have the 
right to learn.
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What Rights do you have as 
citizens?
 Below are some basic rights of 

American citizens:

 1) The right to vote and to hold elected 
office.  Representatives—people who are 
chosen to speak and act for their fellow 
citizens in government.

 2) The right to say what you think in speech 
or  in writing.

 3) The right to practice your own religion

 4) The right to have a fair trial

How is the ability

to protest a right?
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When rights are limited by the 
government: The Korematsu Case (1944)

 Introduction: This is a story about how the U.S. 
government felt compelled to limit the rights of a 
Japanese-American citizen of the U.S. during the 
height of World War II. Was this justified?  We will 
complete several background activities to the case 
and then hold our first mock court trial of the year!

Fred Korematsu

 Opening Note: In order to hold a mock Supreme Court trial on such an 
important legal case, ALL OF YOU must become experts on the legal 
details of the case first!  

 Goals—Complete these tasks today from your packet by working 
quietly and very hard:

 1) “Background summary and Questions” (P. 4-6)

 2) “Vocabulary” (You may want to use an online dictionary for this!).  P. 9-
10

 3) “Background Summary and Questions”  (p. 11)

 4) “Key Excerpts from the Majority Opinion” (p. 13-15)

 5) “Excerpts from the Dissenting Opinion” (p. 16-18)

 6) “Classifying Arguments” (19-20)

 7) Read Executive Order NO. 9066 and answer “Working with Primary 
Documents: Executive Order 9066 (p. 21-23)

 8) “A Question of Loyalty” (p. 24)

How did the Korematsu Case (1944) 

challenge the idea of citizenship? 
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Warm Up:

What’s the

meaning of

this cartoon?

Korematsu Case Assignments 
continued…
 Goal: To understand the powers of the President, as 

guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution, and how far that 
power should extend during wartime.

 Assignments—Due Today (or else):

 1) “Presidential Powers in Wartime—Activty 1” (p. 29-
31)

 2) “Should the president have this much power during 
wartime?” (p. 32-33)

 3) “Questions about Presidential Power in Wartime” 
(p. 34, 37)

 4) Cartoon Analysis (p. 40)

TRIAL PREPARATION:“I must see your completed 
work by the last 10 minutes of the period!” See 
the  requirements for your group, below:

 Everyone: Reread through your materials on the Korematsu case.

 Judges: You must master court trial procedure and direct every step of the trial!  You are in charge!  
In addition, if an attorney cries “objection!” you must decide to “sustained” (agree with the 
objection) or “overruled” (disagree with the objection).  Prepare a two-column chart, one column 
with 10 fact-based questions for the defense, the other column  with 10 fact-based questions for the 
prosecution. Which ever side answers your questions best the trial, should win the case.

 Prosecution Team: Prepare opening statement, 10 good arguments with evidence, fact-based 
questions for witnesses, closing statement.

 Defense Team: Prepare opening statement, 10 good arguments with evidence, fact-based questions 
for witnesses, closing statement.

 Witnesses: Become a master of your role in the trial.  If you are Korematsu, you must KNOW him 
and how he would respond to questions.  You must provide factual answers!  Develop 10 facts about 
how Korematsu feels and why, especially concerning his own defense.

 Jury: Review the grading rubric for the court trial. Prepare a two-column chart, one column with 10 
fact-based arguments for the defense, the other column  with 10 fact-based arguments for the 
prosecution. You should expect to see some of the these arguments presented during the trial. You 
will unanimously reach a verdict towards the end of the trial.
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Warm Up--Extension 
Assignments to Korematsu Case:
Complete the following:

 1) “Cases from the War on 
Terrorism” p. 47-50

2) Rumsfeld V. Padilla  p. 
51-54

Responsibilities
 A responsibility is something a person must do.

 I am responsible for being quiet while the teacher is 
talking.

 Responsible citizens work towards the common good–
or the well being of all members of society.

What are your duties as citizens?
 1) Obeying the laws. 

 The rule of law– the concept of a government 
of laws, rather than of men and women.

 2) Defending the nation

 3) Serving on a jury or as a witness in court.  
 Jury of peers– a group of ordinary citizens who 

hear the case and decide whether the accused 
person is innocent or guilty.

 Witnesses— people who have seen events 
related to the crime or who have special 
information that may help determine the guilt 
or innocence of the person on trial.

 4) Paying taxes

 5) Attending school
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Volunteers
 Members of a community might show good 

citizenship by becoming community volunteers.

 A volunteer chooses to do important work that is 
needed.  They are not paid for their work.

Volunteer Organizations

 Volunteers work in 
many organizations.

 The Red Cross and 
the Salvation Army 
help people in 
wartime or after an 
earthquake, flood, 
or other disaster.

 Volunteer fire 
department

 Boy Scouts, Girl 
Scouts, and other 
clubs.

Volunteers
 In many communities, children are volunteers, 

too.  

 Go to retirement communities to visit older people 
who do not have family nearby.  

 Collect bottles, cans, and newspapers for recycling.  
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Active Citizenship
Can you list some ways the 

members of a community 
show good citizenship?
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The Steps in “Project Citizenship” 
with Scoring Rubric
 1) As a class project, students work together  in teams to identify and study a 

problem in their community. Must be written down and approved by me!—5 points.

 2) They propose a solution in the form of a public policy recommendation in 100 
words (minimum).  Must be approved by me—10 points.

 3) They develop an action plan for getting their policy proposal adopted and 
implemented in 150 words . Must be approved by me (minimum)—10 points.

 4) Students display their work in a portfolio/documentation binder /Powerpoint—
30 points total.  The portfolio must include the following:

 An explanation of the problem (see step 1 above)—5 points

 Evaluation of alternative policies and explanation of why they are lacking –5 points

 A proposed policy recommendation consistent with constitutional principles (see step 2 
above)—5 points

 An action plan (see step 3 above)—5 points

 Photos /videos of  students carrying out the plan!– 5 points

 A conclusion about what was learned and accomplished.  In other words, why is active 
citizenship important? (about 75 words)—5 points

 5) Presentation in a simulated public hearing!—15 points

Project Citizenship--
Needs to be done today:
 1) Identify the problem—What issues do older people face in local nursing homes?  What 

issues do children face in local hospitals?  Research online! Explain in 200 words.  I MUST 
REVIEW AND APPROVE THIS TODAY!

 2) Propose a solution in the form of a public policy recommendation. What can be 
accomplished by you, as teenage citizens, to solve an issue or two? 100 words!  I MUST 
REVIEW AND APPROVE THIS TODAY!

 3) Develop an action plan—Which nursing home and hospital will we visit?  How will you 
implement your plan.  What will you do at these locations to benefit the people there?  Visit 
these locations online to find more information. 150 words  I MUST REVIEW AND 
APPROVE THIS TODAY!

 4) Nail down the date, time and location of your visit.  December 15 or 16th, morning or 
afternoon.  We can’t be forwarded to voice messages any longer!  Let’s speak to live people 
and take care of this!  If we can’t get a response, consider selecting other locations until we do!

 5) Start creating posters, advertising the toy drive (Children’s hospital group).  I would like 
the nursing home group to start organizing a donation drive as well!  Show me the plan and 
start make the posters (on posterboard or butcher paper!)  Make announcements to the other 
grades!

 6) Begin designing your group’s portfolios  for the science fair poster boards.  Draw a sketch 
for how your work and photo’s will be displayed!  Who will bring in these boards? We need 
two!
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Project Citizenship--Today’s Goal—
effectively use time to create action plan!:

 My observations: There are some individuals who have not been working!  This is 
unacceptable! You will receive a zero on this project, which counts towards your 
final exam grade, if you do not participate with your group!

 Directions:  Mr. Trautwein has given us a deadline of this Thursday to hammer out the 
details of our project, which includes: 1) the date (December 15th or 16th), 2) times, 3) 
transportation, 4) locations, 5) drives/donations, 6) promotions (posters, media, letters 
to parents, etc).  So….

 Nursing home group: Everyone must work together to establish a time and location!  
Get on the computers  and research!  Get on the phones and make calls until a nursing 
home says “Yes!” Once the plans are established, your group can then begin to work on 
the pr0motional materials and posterboard portfolios!  We have these materials in the 
art room.

 The other group: Children’s hospitals will not allow us to visit sick children; it’s against 
their policy. You need to start over and develop an alternative plan.  Visit an orphanage 
or participate in another youth organization? Or, do something entirely different? 
Everyone must work together to establish a time and location!  Get on the computers  
and research!  Get on the phones and make calls until someone says “Yes!” Once the 
plans are established, your group can then begin to work on the pr0motional materials 
and posterboard portfolios!  We have these materials in the art room.

First, select the problem. What criteria is 
used to select a Problem?

1) Is the problem you selected important to you 
and other people in your community?

2) Does government have some responsibility to 
deal with this problem?

3) Will there be sufficient information about the 
problem to develop a good project?

4) Is there a realistic possibility of solving the 
problem selected? 

46

Project Citizen- Step 1

Identifying public policy problems in 
communities

47

What is Public Policy?

Public policy can be defined as the agreed 
upon ways that government fulfills  its 
responsibilities to protect the rights of 
individuals and to promote the general 
welfare by solving problems.

48
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What is Public Policy?

Public policies are contained in laws, rules, 
regulations, decisions, and practices created by

 executive, legislative, and judicial branches

 government bureaucracies

 regulatory agencies

 other public decision-making bodies

49

Identifying Public Policy Problems

Students identify public 
policy problems in their 
communities by
 discussing them with each 

other

 interviewing family members 
and other adults

 reading newspapers and 
other print sources

 listening to news reports on 
radio and TV

50

Project Citizen - Step 2

Selecting a 
problem for 

class study

51

Problems in 
our community

1. Drugs 3. Pollution

2. Violence 4.

Selecting a Problem for Class Study

 Students present and discuss the problems they 
have identified and then select one problem for 
their class project

52
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Project Citizen - Step 3

Gathering                                 
information
on the problem

53

Gathering Information on the Problem 
Selected

 Students gather information on 
the chosen public policy problem 
from a variety of sources

54

Interviews and surveys   t Printed sources

Radio and television  t Libraries  t Internet

Scholars and professors  t Lawyers and 

judges

Community organizations and interest groups

Legislative offices  t Administrative offices

Project Citizen – Step 4

Developing 

a class 

portfolio

55

Class 
Policy

Action
Plans

Alternate
Policies

Our
Problem

Developing a Class Portfolio

 1) Develops an explanation of the 
problem

 2)  Evaluates alternative policies

 3) Develops a proposed policy consistent with 
constitutional principles

 4) Develops an action plan

56
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Portfolio and Documentation Binder

57

alternative policies

problem

documentation 

section

class policy

action plan

Portfolio and Documentation Binder
 Explanation of the problem

 Evaluation of alternative policies

 Presentation of 
proposed policy

 Presentation of 
an action plan

58

Project Citizen - Step 5

Presenting the 

portfolio

59

Presenting the Portfolio

 Student present their work in a simulated public 
hearing before a panel of evaluators chosen from 
the community

 Presentations by each of the four groups
 Opening oral presentations

(4 minutes)

 Responses to questions
(6 minutes)

60
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Warm Up--Pop Unit Quiz:
 1. A(n) is a citizen of one country who lives in another country. A. representative B. judge 

C. alien D. None of the above. 

 2. means you have gone through the process of becoming a citizen. A. Observed B. 
Naturalized C. Protected D. None of the above. 

 3. A(n) is a person with certain rights and duties under a government. A. citizen B. alien 
C. examination D. None of the above. 

 4. are people who are chosen to speak and act for their fellow citizens in government. A. 
Aliens B. Representatives C. Applications D. None of the above

 5. Which of the following is a way in which a person may become an American citizen? A. You are 
born in the United States. B. You were less than eighteen years old when your parents were 
naturalized. C. At least one of your parents was a United States citizen when you were born. D. All of 
the above. 

 6. Draw Inferences: Why do you think legal aliens must go through the process of naturalization in 
order to become American citizens? 

 7. Predict: What do you think might happen to our political system if our representatives were not 
elected by citizens? 

 8. Writing Activity: A friend of yours in another country hopes to move to America and become a 
naturalized citizen. She is unsure of how the naturalization process works. Using the information 
from this section, write her a letter in which you describe the process that she will need to go through.

This is what needs to be done today 
(with the exception of photos of implementation of 
action plan; that comes later): 
Portfolio and Documentation Binder and Poster Ads!

63

alternative policies

problem

documentation 

section

class policy

action plan


