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1863 -- Emancipation 
 
 

                                              1.  Emancipation Proclamation  
 
Abraham Lincoln 
January 1, 1863 

By the President of the United States of America:  

A Proclamation.  

Whereas, on the twenty-second day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty 
two, a proclamation was issued by the President of the United States, containing, among other things, the 
following, to wit:  

"That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, all persons 
held as slaves within any State or designated part of a State, the people whereof shall then be in rebellion 
against the United States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free; and the Executive Government of the 
United States, including the military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of such 
persons, and will do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, in any efforts they may make for 
their actual freedom.  

"That the Executive will, on the first day of January aforesaid, by proclamation, designate the States and parts of 
States, if any, in which the people thereof, respectively, shall then be in rebellion against the United States; and 
the fact that any State, or the people thereof, shall on that day be, in good faith, represented in the Congress of 
the United States by members chosen thereto at elections wherein a majority of the qualified voters of such 
State shall have participated, shall, in the absence of strong countervailing testimony, be deemed conclusive 
evidence that such State, and the people thereof, are not then in rebellion against the United States."  

Now, therefore I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, by virtue of the power in me vested as 
Commander-in-Chief, of the Army and Navy of the United States in time of actual armed rebellion against 
authority and government of the United States, and as a fit and necessary war measure for suppressing said 
rebellion, do, on this first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty three, 
and in accordance with my purpose so to do publicly proclaimed for the full period of one hundred days, from 
the day first above mentioned, order and designate as the States and parts of States wherein the people thereof 
respectively, are this day in rebellion against the United States, the following, to wit:  

Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, (except the Parishes of St. Bernard, Plaquemines, Jefferson, St. Johns, St. 
Charles, St. James, Ascension, Assumption, Terrebonne, Lafourche, St. Mary, St. Martin, and Orleans, 
including the City of New-Orleans) Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South-Carolina, North-Carolina, and 
Virginia, (except the forty-eight counties designated as West Virginia, and also the counties of Berkley, 
Accomac, Northampton, Elizabeth-City, York, Princess Ann, and Norfolk, including the cities of Norfolk & 
Portsmouth); and which excepted parts are, for the present, left precisely as if this proclamation were not 
issued.  

And by virtue of the power, and for the purpose aforesaid, I do order and declare that all persons held as slaves 
within said designated States, and parts of States, are, and henceforward shall be free; and that the Executive 
government of the United States, including the military and naval authorities thereof, will recognize and maintain 
the freedom of said persons.  

And I hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be free to abstain from all violence, unless in necessary self-
defence; and I recommend to them that, in all cases when allowed, they labor faithfully for reasonable wages.  



And I further declare and make known, that such persons of suitable condition, will be received into the armed 
service of the United States to garrison forts, positions, stations, and other places, and to man vessels of all 
sorts in said service.  

And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, warranted by the Constitution, upon military 
necessity, I invoke the considerate judgment of mankind, and the gracious favor of Almighty God.  

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.  

Done at the City of Washington, this first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty three, and of the Independence of the United States of America the eighty-seventh.  

[L.S.]  

By the President: ABRAHAM LINCOLN  

WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State. 

                                                              ************************************* 

2.  A Union commander notifies the citizens of Winchester, Virginia, of President Lincoln’s Emancipation  
     Proclamation.  Union officers throughout the South had to improvise arrangements for dealing with 
     African Americans who streamed into Union army camps. 

 
Freedom to Slaves! 

 
 Whereas, the President of the United States did, on the first day of the present month, issue his 
Proclamation declaring that “all persons held as Slaves in certain designated States, and parts of States, are, 
and henceforward shall be free, “ and that the Executive Government of the United States, including the Military 
and Naval authorities thereof, would recognize and maintain the freedom of said persons.  And Whereas, the 
county of Frederick is included in the territory designated by the Proclamation of the President, in which the 
slaves should become free, I therefore hereby notify the citizens of the city of Winchester, and of said County, of 
said Proclamation, and of my intention to maintain and enforce the same. 
 
 I expect all citizens to yield a ready compliance with the Proclamation of the Chief Executive, and I 
admonish all persons disposed to resist its peaceful enforcement, that upon manifesting such disposition by 
acts, they will be regarded as rebels in arms against the lawful authority of the Federal Government and dealt 
with accordingly. 
 
 All persons liberated by said Proclamation are admonished to abstain from all violence, and immediately 
betake themselves to useful occupations. 
 
 The officers of this command are admonished and ordered to act in accordance with said Proclamation 
and to yield their ready co-operation in its enforcement. 
 
       R. H. Milroy, 
       Brig. Gen’l Commanding. 
 
Winchester, VA 
Jan. 5th, 1863. 
 

                                                              ************************************* 



 
3.  William T. Sherman, 

Special Field Orders, No. 15 
    

Headquarters  Military Division of the Mississippi,   
In the Field, Savannah, Georgia, January 16, 1865   

 1.  The islands from Charleston south, the abandoned rice-field along the rivers for thirty miles back from the 
sea, and the country bordering the St. John's River, Florida, are reserved and set apart for the settlement of the 
negroes now made free by the acts of war and the proclamation of the President of the United States.   

 2.  At Beaufort, Hilton Head, Savannah, Fernandina, St. Augustine, and Jacksonville, the blacks may remain in 
their chosen or accustomed vocations; but on the islands, and in the settlements hereafter to be established, no 
white person whatever, unless military officers and soldiers detailed for duty, will be permitted to reside; and the 
sole and exclusive management of affairs will be left to the freed people themselves, subject only to the United 
States military authority, and the acts of Congress.  By the laws of war, and orders of the President of the United 
States, the negro is free, and must be dealt with as such.  He cannot be subjected to conscription, or forced 
military service, save by the written orders of the highest military authority of the department, under such 
regulations as the President or Congress may prescribe.  Domestic servants, blacksmiths, carpenters, and other 
mechanics, will be free to select their own work and residence, but the young and able-bodied negroes must be 
encouraged to enlist as soldiers in the service of the United States, to contribute their share toward maintaining 
their own freedom, and securing  their rights as citizens of the United States.   
     Negroes so enlisted will be organized into companies, battalions, and regiments, under the orders of the 
United States military authorities, and will be paid, fed, and clothed, according to law.  The bounties paid on 
enlistment may, with the consent of the recruit, go to assist his family and settlement in procuring agricultural 
implements, seed, tools, boots, clothing, and other articles necessary for their livelihood.   

 3.  Whenever three respectable negroes, heads of families, shall desire to settle on land, and shall have 
selected for that purpose an island or a locality clearly defined within the limits above designated, the Inspector 
of Settlements and Plantations will himself, or by such subordinate officer as he may appoint, give them a 
license to settle such island or district and afford them such assistance as he can to enable them to establish a 
peaceable agricultural settlement.  The three parties named will subdivide the land, under the supervision of the 
inspector, among themselves, and such others as may choose to settle near them, so that each family shall 
have a plot of not more than forty acres of tillable ground, and, when it borders on some water-channel, with not 
more than eight hundred feet water-front, in the possession of which land the military authorities will afford them 
protection until such time as they can protect themselves, or until Congress shall regulate their title.  The 
quartermaster may, on the requisition of the Inspector of Settlements and Plantations, place at the disposal of 
the inspector one or more of the captured steamers to ply between the settlements and one or more of the 
commercial points heretofore named, in order to afford the settlers the opportunity to supply their necessary 
wants, and to sell the products of their land and labor.   

 4.  Whenever a negro has enlisted in the military service of the United States, he may locate his family in any 
one of the settlements at pleasure, and acquire a homestead, and all other rights and privileges of a settler, as 
though present in person.  In like manner, negroes may settle their families and engage on board the gunboats, 
or in fishing, or in the navigation of the inland waters, without losing any claim to land or other advantages 
derived from this system.  But no one, unless an actual settler as above defined, or unless absent on 
Government service, will be entitled to claim any right to land or property in any settlement by virtue of these 
orders.   

 5.  In order to carry out this system of settlement, a general officer will be detailed as Inspector of Settlements 
and plantations whose duty it shall be to visit the settlements, to regulate their police and general arrangement, 
and who will furnish personally to each head of a family, subject to the approval of the President of the United 
States, a possessory title in writing, giving as near as possible the description of boundaries; and who shall 
adjust all claims or conflicts that may arise under the same, subject to the like approval, treating such titles 
altogether as possessory.  The same general officer will also be charged with the enlistment and organization of 



the negro recruits, and protecting their interests while absent from their settlements; and will be governed by the 
rules and regulations prescribed by the War Department for such purposes.   

 6.  Brigadier-General R. Saxton is hereby appointed Inspector of Settlements and Plantations, and will at once 
enter on the performance of his duties.  No change is intended or desired in the settlement now on Beaufort 
Island, nor will any rights to property heretofore acquired be affected thereby.   

By order of Major-General W. T. Sherman,   
L. M . Dayton, Assistant Adjutant-General. 

 
                                                                                ********************************** 
 
 

4.   
 
 
 

In July of 1863, the Massachusetts 54th was assigned to lead the assault on Battery Wagner near the 
northern end of Morris Island. The 54th, assembled by the Boston elite to prove the valor of African-American 
soldiers, was placed up front because Union commanders assumed that this would be an easy victory. Not so. 
The Battery was well defended; the 54th poorly equipped and unevenly supported. "For a brief while," says 
historian Stephen R. Wise in Gate of Hell, "all the pent-up anxieties, hatreds, and emotions of more than two 
hundred years of racism exploded on Wagner's walls." The 54th lost 42% of its men, and in the ghastly 
confusion that followed other Union regiments suffered even higher casualties. Two days later, acres of mass 
graves stretched before the invulnerable Battery, marking, as Wise puts it, "one of the great Northern 
catastrophes of the war."  
      Both Union and Confederate troops endured grueling conditions on Morris Island until the fall of 1863, 
when the Union finally captured Battery Wagner and subdued nearby Fort Sumter. At the same time, improved 
Confederate defenses convinced Union commanders not, after all, to attack Charleston. Through Morris Island 
remained a federal stronghold, the overall result was an important victory for the Confederacy.  
 
Above: Augustus St. Gaudens' bronze relief of Colonel Robert Gould Shaw and the Massachusetts 54th, whose 
heroism at Battery Wagner pierced Northerners to the heart. Just after the assault, with nearly half the regiment 
dead and many others immobilized by injury, a remnant of the 54th startled Union commanders by asking to join 
the next wave of the assault. "At the dedication," wrote poet Robert Lowell, "William James could almost hear 
the bronze Negroes breathe." 


