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Essential Questions:
1) What were the causes of
the Cold War?
2) Why is the Cold War 
considered more of an
ideological struggle rather 
than military conflict?
3) What were the political
Consequences of the Cold
War in Europe?

The Early
Cold War:
1945-1990’s

Mr. Cegielski

Prelude to the Cold War, 1945--1946

Essential Questions: 
1) What were Yalta and Potsdam?
2) Why did the alliance that had existed between Russia and the 

U.S. during World War II fall apart?
3) What were the major points of difference?
4) What were the new roles of Joseph Stalin and Harry Truman in 

world politics?
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Postwar Reality

“ Consequences of World War II
” 1) Communist Russia ( the Soviet Union) became the new enemy
” 2) Unlike the isolation after WWI, the U.S. was engaged in world 

affairs
” 3) The triumph of Communists in China
” 4) Decolonization

“ The independence of nations from European (U.S. & Japan) 
colonial powers.
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Cost of World War II

“ Germany - 3 million combat deaths (3/4ths on the eastern front)
“ Japan ” over 1.5 combat deaths; 900,000 civilians dead
“ Soviet Union - 13 million combat deaths
“ U.S. ” 300,000 combat deaths, over 100,000 other deaths 
“ When you include all combat and civilian deaths, World War II 

becomes the most destructive war in history with estimates as 
high as 60 million, including 25 million Russians.
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Postwar Efforts
at Revenge

“ The Nuremberg Trials of 1945-46
” After, WWII the Allied powers  place on trial the highest-ranking Nazi 

officers for ‚crimes against humanity‛
” Hitler, Goebbels, and Himmler were dead; but, 22 Nazi leaders 

(including Goring) were tried at an international military tribunal at 
Nuremburg, Germany. 12 were sentenced to death. Similar trials 
occurred in the east and throughout the world.  

” The Tokyo Trial (1946-48) „ Japanese war criminals were placed on 
trial.

Postwar Reality:
Soviet Control of Eastern Europe

“ Europe was politically cut in half; Soviet troops had overrun eastern 
Europe and penetrated into the heart of Germany.

“ During 1944-1945, Stalin starts shaping the post-war world by 
occupying SE Europe with Soviet troops that should have been on 
the Polish front pushing toward Berlin.

“ Roosevelt did not have postwar aims because he still had to fight 
Japan; Stalin did have postwar aims.

http://fcit.coedu.usf.edu/holocaust/gallery/WW2170L.htm
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What were Yalta and 
Potsdam?

• Yalta was a wartime allied conference, featuring the 
―Big Three‖ (Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin) which 
dealt mainly with the settlement of post-war Europe.
– Allegedly FD Roosevelt was too ill to withstand Stalin’s 

demands, and his successor, Harry S Truman, took a 
tougher line. 

– Harry Truman became president of the U.S. after 
FDR died from a stroke in April, 1945.

• The Potsdam Conference, featuring Churchill, 
Stalin and Truman, met to decide the future of Germany and postwar 
Europe in general. In effect, Germany was divided, with the Western powers 
controlling West Germany and the U.S.S.R. controlling East Germany.
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YALTA (in the USSR)
Date: Feb 1945

Present: Churchill, 
Roosevelt and Stalin

POTSDAM (Germany)
Date: July 1945

Present: Churchill, 
Truman and Stalin
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• The Russians took very high casualties 
to capture Berlin in May 1945. 

• They spent the early occupation trying 
to take over all zones of the city but 
were stopped by German democrats 
such as Willy Brandt and Konrad
Adenauer. 

• Reluctantly the Russians had to admit 
the Americans, French and British to 
their respective zones.

What happened in Germany?
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Iron Curtain –
A term used by 
Winston Churchill 
to describe the 
separating of 
Those communist
lands of East 
Europe from the 
West. 
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Part I:
‚Reconstruction & 
Confrontation‛

Why did relations sour?

“ Major point: The USSR lost around 20 million 
people in WW2

“ By contrast GB lost around 370,000 and the 
USA lost 297,000 people.

“ Joseph Stalin (died 1953) „the Communist 
dictator of Russia--was determined to make 
the USSR a new superpower and to challenge 
democracy and capitalism around the world.



10

” In order to strengthen his dictatorial 
power, Stalin started the Great 
Purges (also known as ‚The 
Terror‛), during which Stalin 
ordered the assassination of 
countless suspected political enemies. 
Others were sent to labor camps!

Inside the USSR: Stalin’s ‚Terror‛ 

A prisoner about to be shot by NKVD executioners. 
Painting by Nikolai Getman, provided by the Jamestown 
Foundation.

Question:
Was the 
Terror
necessary
for Stalin
to maintain
power?
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” Stalin promoted Russian history 
and culture

” Promoted a ‚Cult of 
Personality‛„Stalin ordered the 
production and circulation of 
propaganda material portraying 
himself as a great national hero 
and ‚deity‛ (god-like figure).

Inside the USSR: Stalin’s ‚Cult of Personality‛ 

Stalin propaganda poster, reading: "Beloved Stalin„a 
fortune of the nation!"
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‚Stalin’s Cult
Of Personality‛

” In order to quickly modernize Russia, 
Stalin developed "Five-Year Plans‚--a 
program of state-guided industrialization 
and the collectivization of agriculture.

“ Collectivization ” policy designed to increase 
agricultural output from large-scale mechanized 
farms, to bring the peasantry under more direct 
political control, and to make tax collection more 
efficient.

“ Led to the death of millions of Russian farmers 
due to starvation and exhaustion!

Stalin’s Domestic Policies
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Why did Stalin promote industrialization?
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The Post-War World: The rise of the 
superpowers

“ The damage caused by World War II to several European 
and Asian countries left only two countries  with the 
military strength and resources to be called 
superpowers….USA and USSR!
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Differing Ideologies

“ Ideology --is an organized collection of ideas. An ideology can be thought 
of as a comprehensive vision, as a way of looking at things. It is often 
applied to politics

“ Two opposing ideologies: USA was capitalist and USSR was communism
“ They had allied against Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy ….. Now that the 

common enemy had been defeated, the reason for co-operation was gone
“ Differences soon emerged

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Idea
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The Ideological Struggle

Soviet & 
Eastern Bloc 

Nations
[―Iron Curtain‖]

US & the 
Western 

Democracies

GOAL  spread world-
wide Communism

GOAL  ―Containment‖ 
(stop the spread) of 
Communism & the 
eventual collapse of the 
Communist world.
[George Kennan]

METHODOLOGIES:

 Espionage [KGB vs. CIA]

 Arms Race [nuclear escalation]

 Ideological Competition for the minds and hearts 
of Third World peoples [Communist govt. & 
command economy vs. democratic govt. & capitalist 
economy]  ―proxy wars‖

 Bi-Polarization of Europe [NATO vs. Warsaw Pact]

What’s the meaning
of these cartoons?
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George Kennan [―X Article‖]:  
CONTAINMENT

Goals              Means             Actual Application

1.Restoration
of the balance 
of power

2.Reduction of 
Soviet ability 
to project 
outside power.

Encouragement 
of self-
confidence in 
nations 
threatened by 
Soviet expansion.

Exploitation of 
tensions in 
international 
communism.

Long-term 
program of U.S. 
economic 
assistance 
[Marshall Plan]

Cooperation with 
communist regimes; 
[supporting Titoism 
in Yugoslavia]

3.Modification 
of the Soviet 
concept of 
international 
relations.

Negotiating 
settlement of 
outstanding 
differences.

Using ―carrots & 
sticks’; 
containing 
Germany with an 
embrace and 
Russia at arms 
length.

George Kennan [―X Article‖]:  
CONTAINMENT

Goals              Means             Actual Application
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The ‚Iron Curtain‛

From Stettin in the Balkans, to Trieste in the 
Adriatic, an iron curtain has descended across the 
Continent.  Behind that line lies the ancient 
capitals of Central and Eastern Europe.

-- Sir Winston Churchill, 1946
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The Bipolarization of Europe

“ Question: Do you agree with this statement?  Why or why not? How might this 
applied to the current situation in Iraq?
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What was the Truman 
Doctrine?

• Truman had been horrified at the pre-war 
Allied policy of appeasement and was 
determined to stand up to any Soviet 
intimidation.

• The Truman Doctrine (1947) promised 
that the USA ―would support free 
peoples who are resisting subjugation by 
armed minorities or by outside 
pressures‖. Triggered by British inability 
to hold the line in Greece, it was followed 
by aid to Greece and Turkey, and also 
money to secure upcoming elections in 
Italy and the advance of Communist trade 
unions in France.

It signalled the end of ―isolationst‖
policies.  Isolationism — the policy of not 
getting involved in foreign affairs.

Truman Doctrine [1947]

1. Reason #1: Civil War in Greece.

2. Reason #2: Turkey under pressure 
from the USSR for concessions in 
the Dardanelles.

3. The U. S. should support free 
peoples throughout the world who 
were resisting takeovers by armed 
minorities or outside pressures…We 
must assist free peoples to work out 
their own destinies in their own way.

4. The U.S. gave Greece & Turkey 
$400 million in aid.
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Marshall Plan [1948]

1. ―European Recovery 
Program.‖

2. Created by Secretary of             
State, George Marshall

3. The U. S. should provide 
aid to all European nations 
that need it.  This move 
is not against any country or doctrine, 
but against hunger, poverty, desperation, 
and chaos.

4. $12.5 billion of US aid to Western 
Europe extended to Eastern Europe & 
USSR, [but this was rejected].
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National Defense Budget [1940-1964]

Why did the
U.S. defense
budget go up
beginning in
1948?
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Berlin Blockade & Airlift (1948-49)
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West Germany —democratic and 
more economically successful
East Germany —Communist and 
poorer.

The Allied airlift, during which Allied aircraft dropped food supplies 
by parachute into Berlin, signalled the West’s determination to use all 
resources to defend Berlin against a Communist takeover.

Post-War Germany
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The Arms Race:
A ‚Missile Gap?‛

} The Soviet Union 
exploded its first 
A-bomb in 1949.

} Now there were 
two nuclear 
superpowers!
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Fission is the splitting of atoms into smaller pieces. In a fission 
chain reaction, neutrons hit atomic nuclei, releasing energy and 
neutrons, which strike other atoms, releasing yet more energy and 
yet more neutrons. This chain reaction is the heart of an atomic 
bomb.
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North Atlantic Treaty Organization (1949)

 United States

 Belgium

 Britain

 Canada

 Denmark

 France

 Iceland

 Italy

 Luxemburg

 Netherlands

 Norway

 Portugal

 1952: Greece & 
Turkey

 1955: West Germany

 1983: Spain

A military alliance established by the signing of the North Atlantic Treaty in 1949.  Meant to prevent the spread of 
Communism!
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Warsaw Pact (1955)

} U. S. S. R.

} Albania

} Bulgaria

} Czechoslovakia

} East Germany

} Hungary

} Poland

} Rumania

An organization of communist states in Central and Eastern Europe. It was 
established in 1955 in Warsaw, Poland. 
It was a response to the NATO alliance.  
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Mao’s Revolution: 1949

Who lost China? – A 2nd } Power!

Communist leader Mao Zedong establishes the Peoples Republic 
of China, a communist government! Panic grows in the U.S.

The Korean War:  A Country divided!

Syngman Rhee

Kim Il-Sung

―Domino Theory‖—Countries will continue to fall to 
Communism unless its contained (by U.S.)!

North Korea
Communist country,
Influenced by China

South Korea
Democratic country,
Influenced by U.S.A.
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Stalin Dies! Who replaces him?

“ In 1953, Joseph Stalin„
Communist dictator of the USSR 
died.  

“ Nikita Krushchev, Stalin’s 
replacement, served as First 
Secretary of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union from 
1953 to 1964.
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Krushchev’s policies

“ Krushchev engaged in De-Stalinization „a policy to remove 
Stalin’s influence, programs and policies through Russia. 
” He also spoke out against Stalin’s Great Purges, during which Stalin had 

assassinated countless suspected political enemies.
” Rather than attack Stalin’s collectivization program, Kruschev promoted the new 

Virgin Lands Campaign program--the Soviet Union could meet and surpass 
Western agricultural production through the application of modern techniques and 
the use of new crops.

Premier Nikita Khrushchev

About the capitalist 
states, it doesn't 
depend on you 
whether we 
(Soviet Union) exist.
If you don't like us, 
don't accept our 
invitations, and don't
invite us to come 
to see you. Whether 
you like it our not, history is on our 
side. We will bury you.   -- 1956

De-Stalinization 
Program
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“ Essential Questions:
“ 1) How did U.S. government respond when 

Communism influence began to spread inside the U.S.?
“ 2) Was this the right response?

Questions:
“ 1) How’s this 

cartoon an example 
of propaganda? 

“ 2) What’s its 
purpose?

“ 3) Why is it 
disturbing?
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Was the HUAC necessary and constitutional?

“ The House Committee on Un-American Activities
(HUAC or HCUA,1938”1975) was an investigative 
committee of the United States House of Representatives. 
It’s main goal was to investigate and prevent Fascist/Nazi 
and Communist propaganda and activities in the U.S. 
which were believed to threaten our democratic 
government.

U.S. Legislation to defend America against 
Communism

Read this selection:

Critical Thinking 

Questions: 

1. Did the government 

have the right to do this?

2. Is this a violation of 

basic American rights, as 

guaranteed by the 

Constitution and the Bill 

of Rights (1st 10 

Amendments)? Explain.
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Read this selection:

Critical Thinking 

Questions: 

1. What do you think makes 

people fearful about having 

different political beliefs? 

2. How important is it to 

you that people are not 

allowed to openly organize 

to overthrow this 

government? Why? 

3. Should this information 

be available to people in 

newspapers or on the 

Internet? How do you think 

you would react if people 

didn't want you to publish 

certain information? 

The execution of suspected communist spies!

“ Julius Rosenberg (1918 ” 1953) and Ethel Greenglass Rosenberg (1915 ” 1953) were 
American citizens who received international attention when they were executed after 
having been found guilty of conspiracy to commit espionage in relation to passing 
information on the American atomic bomb to the Soviet Union.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1918
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1953
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1915
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1953
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Are you scared?
• The ―Red Scare‖, 

launched by Senator 
Joe McCarthy, 
dominated US politics 
for several years, 
1948-53. It was an era 
of panic about the 
spread of Communism, 
with charges of 
Communist spies 
working in the U.S. 
government!
– Panic was caused by 

the fall of China, the 
development of the 
Soviet bomb

– The Red Scare 
pressured Truman into 
the Korean War, a 
costly and ultimately 
stalemated conflict. 

Joe McCarthy
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“ Questions:
” 1) According to McCarthy, why isn’t the world  at peace?  What is the battle about?
” 2) Look at the third, fourth and fifth paragraphs. Who is the ‚enemy within?‛
” 3) McCarthy argues that Christianity is at odds with Communism.  Why?
” 4) Is this a good speech? Were you persuaded by McCarthy’s arguments? Explain.

Another Cold War crisis
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The Berlin Wall Goes Up (1961)

Checkpoint
Charlie
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“ East ” West rivalry
“ After WWII, the Potsdam conference had divided 

the city of Berlin, Germany.
” Each have a developed differently:

WEST: Prosperous, helped by US, 
attracted people from the East. Seen by 
USSR as infection in the heart of 
Communist East Germany.

EAST: Much less prosperous and 
under Communist control

Background
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What they wanted
The West
“ Prevent USSR from gaining control of 

East Germany
“ To see a united, democratic Germany

The East
“ Maintain control over E Germany
“ Make the West recognise it as an 

independent state
“ Stop the flood of refugees especially the 

skilled and professional ones ” much 
needed in E Germany

1958-Soviet demands

Krushchev wanted the West to:
” Withdraw troops from West Berlin
” Hand their access routes over to the East 

German government
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Berlin Wall Timeline: Events of 1961

“ June, 1961- Vienna Summit„Krushchev and Kennedy 
and other Western powers meet to discuss differences

” Khrushchev pressured new American President John F 
Kennedy

” Demanded withdrawal of Western forces from West 
Berlin ” Kennedy refused

“ July ” Western powers reject Khrushchev’s Vienna 
demands

“ July 23 ” Flow of refugees „people forced to flee 
from their homeland for political reasons--from East to 
West = 1000 a day

“ July 25 ” Kennedy repeats support for West Berlin 
and announced increase in arms spending

“ August 13-22, 1961 events:
” Khrushchev and East German govt. orders barbed wire 

barrier across Berlin, followed by a wall of concrete blocks
” All of West Berlin encircled apart from access points
” This was against the Four Power agreement reached in Paris 

on 20 June 1949. 

Berlin Wall Timeline: Events of 1961
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Results 
“ Kennedy reluctantly accepted the Soviet decision 

to build the wall. In order to avoid war, he 
refused to use US troops to pull down the wall.

“ Kennedy looked weak but West turned it into 
propaganda ” if Communism was so attractive, 
why was a wall needed?

“ 1963 ” Kennedy visited West Berlin ” pledged 
continued support ” ‘Ich bin ein Berliner’ (I am 
a Berliner) ” famous speech

“ Khrushchev lost face by failing to remove the 
West from Berlin

What’s the meaning of
This cartoon?
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Ich bin ein Berliner!
(1963)

President Kennedy 
tells Berliners 

that the West is 
with them!
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Impact of Berlin Wall: Refugees!

“ 1) Berlin was divided
“ 2) Free access ended between East and West
“ 3) Many families were split
“ 4) many attempted to escape to the West-between 1961 and 

1989, 86 people died trying to cross the Berlin Wall
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Refugees from East Germany or East Berlin to West

1949-129,245
1951- 165,648
1953- 331,390
1955- 252,870
1957- 261,622
1959- 143,917

1961- 207,026
1962- 21,356
1963- 42,632
1964- 41,876

Question:
How difficult was it to escape
From East to West Germany?
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What happened to the Berlin 
Wall?

•President Ronald Reagan’s speech was addressed to the people of West Berlin and 

Mickail Gorbachev (1985-1991)--last General Secretary of the Communist Party 

of the Soviet Union and the last head of state of the USSR.

•The speech contains one of the most memorable lines spoken during his 

presidency. 

•The wall had stood as a stark symbol of the decades-old Cold War between the 

United States and Soviet Union in which the two politically opposed superpowers 

continually wrestled for dominance, stopping just short of actual warfare. 
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The end of Communism and the USSR!

•Following the Berlin wall’s destruction, the Soviet Union 

gave up control of most of eastern Europe, including East 

Germany, Poland Czechoslovakia and the Balkans.

•The USSR ceased to exist by 1991 and adopted more 

democratic and capitalistic characteristics. It’s now known 

as the Russian Federation.

Preview
“ Main Idea / Reading Focus

“ The Breakup of the Soviet Union

“ Map: The Breakup of the Soviet Union

“ Europe after Communism

“ Map: The European Union

“ The United States Today
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Essential Questions:

“ How did the Soviet Union break up?

“ What changes occurred in Europe after communism ended?

“ What challenges does the United States face today?

Main Idea

The Soviet Union collapsed in 1991 and the Cold War came to an end, bringing 
changes to Europe and leaving the United States as the world’s only superpower.

After the Cold War
Summarize

How and why did the Soviet Union break up?

Answer(s): Republics fought for freedom and independence, 
Communist Party leaders tried to overthrow the government 
and end Gorbachev's reforms, and republics gained 
independence.
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The fall of the Berlin Wall and the collapse of Soviet-backed regimes in Eastern Europe showed the dramatic 
crumbling of Soviet power.  

“ Soviet Union consisted of 15 separate republics

“ Some had been independent nations before 
World War II and long wanted freedom

“ 1990, Lithuania declared independence; 
appeared other republics planned same

“ Not clear if Soviets had will, power to stop 
movement

Soviet Union Collapses
“ August 1991, hard-line Communists tried to 

end Gorbachev’s reforms in coup

“ Effort failed due to opposition of Boris Yeltsin, 
leader of republic of Russia

“ Yeltsin favored more radical changes than 
Gorbachev

“ Did not want to see hard-liners take over 
Soviet Union

Government in Crisis

The Breakup of the Soviet Union
“ Twelve republics united in loose confederation, 

Commonwealth of Independent States

“ Mighty Soviet Union, once one to two most 
powerful countries in world, no longer existed

“ Cold War finally over after more than 40 years 
of tension, conflict

End of Soviet Union
“ Although coup failed, Gorbachev’s power largely 

gone

“ Republic after republic declared independence

“ By end of 1991, Soviet government had ceased to 
function

Gorbachev’s Power Gone

Failed Coup
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More Freedom
“ Yeltsin began to allow private ownership of businesses, land

“ Business owners, workers able to take advantage of economic opportunities

“ However, lost guarantee of government-backed job, other government supports

Economic Change
“ Soviet Union fell; communism ended in former Soviet republics

“ In largest republic, Russia, Boris Yeltsin began campaign to alter economy’s basic 
structure

“ Goal to make economy function like capitalist system

Changes in Russia
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Mixed Results
Early results of Russia’s reforms mixed 
“ Some entrepreneurs prospered, most ordinary Russians did not 

“ Prices rose sharply
” Many Russians could not afford to buys goods in stores

” Some questioned benefits of market reform

“ Early 2000s, Russia rebounded somewhat from economic crises; 
still, path from communism to capitalism not easy

Ethnic Unrest

“ After Soviet Union fell, underlying issues in region bubbled to top
“ Two were ethnic unrest, need for new governments
“ One example of ethnic unrest took place in Chechnya, in Caucasus region

Azerbaijan 

“ Early 1990s, another example of ethnic conflict occurred when ethnic Armenian minority sought to 
break away from country of Azerbaijan

“ Tens of thousands died in fighting that followed

Chechnya

“ Chechnya considered part of Russia
“ When Chechens tried to gain independence from Russia, dispute led to bloody fighting, insurgency 

that still affects region today

Other Issues
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Challenging Political Transition
Transition from communism to new government 

challenging for some former republics 

“ 2004, Ukraine held election

“ Election had to be repeated amid widespread charges of 
fraud

“ Results of elections left Ukraine deeply divided

“ Such transitions continue to trouble the region



57

The collapse of the Iron Curtain brought new opportunities and new challenges to Europe. The end of 
communism brought much economic change as well as new threats to peace.

“ Communist governments with 
strict control 

“ In Yugoslavia, control helped 
suppress tensions between 
various ethnic, religious 
groups living there

Yugoslavia
“ Tensions began to surface 

“ Nationalism grew as ethnic, 
religious tensions increased

“ Independence

“ Serbia tried to prevent 
breakup of Yugoslavia

Nationalism
“ Conflict broke out

“ Bosnia and Herzegovina at 
war

“ Independence declared in 
1992

“ Bosnian Serbs went to war to 
stop independence

Bosnian Serbs

Europe after Communism

Fighting in Kosovo
“ Soon fighting began in Serbian province of Kosovo

“ Serbs, ethnic Albanians fought over control of area

“ 1999, NATO airplanes bombed Serbian targets to stop conflict

“ NATO peacekeepers eventually maintained order there, although Kosovo remains Serbian 
province today

War in Bosnia
“ Serbs used policy of ethnic cleansing against Bosnian Muslims

“ Ethnic cleansing means elimination of an ethnic group from society through killing or forced 
emigration

“ U.S.-led diplomatic efforts finally ended violence in Bosnia in 1995
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Market Reforms
“ End of communism brought mixed results for Eastern European economies
“ Market reforms created new opportunities for many people
“ Some started businesses; some got management, technical jobs

The European Union
“ European Union (EU), single economic unit in competition with U.S.
“ Many of newer members far poorer than older Western Europe members; some in wealthier 

nations worry their economies will suffer

Strain on Western Europe
“ Others fared less well; earnings not increasing for all workers
“ High unemployment in some areas, forcing many to move to West
“ Newcomers compete with longtime residents for jobs, resources

Economic Change
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Summarize
How has Europe changed since the end of communism?

Answer(s): High unemployment has led many Eastern Europeans 
to move to Western Europe for jobs and opportunities.

The 1990s also saw the emergence and rapid growth of the Internet, a system of networks that connects 
computers around the world.

The end of the Cold War affected the economic, political, and military situation facing the United States. In 
the 1990s and 2000s the nation adjusted to the new reality.

“ 1990s, time of economic success for United 
States

“ Economic growth strong, unemployment low

“ Budget deficits shrank, disappeared by end of 
decade

The Economy

The United States Today

“ Success from developments in computer 
technology

“ Powerful, inexpensive computers helped 
businesses

“ Computer software, equipment, knowledge 
improved rapidly

Computer Technology
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Internet Technology
“ Development of internet technology created 

tremendous opportunities for commerce

“ Hundreds of companies„dot-coms„were 
started

Improvement in Economy
“ Economy began to improve in early 2000s

“ Increased government spending, high energy 
costs, rising debt remained concerns

Dot-Com Stocks
“ Investors bought billions of dollars worth of dot-

com stocks

“ Many went out of business by end of decade, 
slowing down U.S. economy

Widening the Gap
“ Gap between incomes of richest, poorest 

Americans continued to widen

“ U.S. poverty rate increased also during early 
2000s

Internet and Beyond

Missions Around the Globe
“ U.S. forces took part in missions around globe, including NATO operations in Kosovo, 

conflict in Somalia, restoring elected government in Haiti

“ American leaders continued work toward solution of conflict between Israel, 
Palestinians„which continued to defy peaceful resolution

New Conflicts
“ Even as Cold War ended, U.S. faced new conflict in Middle East

“ 1990, Iraq, led by Saddam Hussein, attacked neighboring Kuwait

“ Invasion troubling; Iraq threatened Kuwaiti, Saudi Arabian oil supplies

“ U.S. led multinational force into battle in Persian Gulf War

New Conflicts Between the West and the World
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“ Series of terrorist attacks on American targets in U.S. and overseas, including bombings of World Trade 
Center (1993), U.S. embassies in Kenya, Tanzania (1998)

“ Attacks planned, carried out by Islamist terrorist organization, al Qaeda, led by Osama bin Laden

“ Deadliest attack killed 3,000 

“ al Qaeda terrorists hijacked and crashed three 
passenger airplanes in New York City and 
Pentagon

“ Fourth crash in Pennsylvania

9-11
“ U.S. responded to attacks, targeting al Qaeda, 

Taliban

“ Taliban, group then governing Afghanistan 
according to strict interpretation of Islamic law

“ Supported, protected al Qaeda

War on Terror

The War on Terror
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“ March 2003, U.S-led attack on Iraq 
topped Iraqi government

“ Weapons inspectors failed to find 
stockpiles of biological, chemical 
weapons, evidence proving Saddam had 
role in September 11 attacks

“ U.S., coalition forces occupied Iraq, 
began rebuilding

“ Iraqis elected new government, but 
nation faces ongoing violence; rebuilding 
stable Iraq will take years

Rebuilding Iraq
“ Fall 2001, U.S.-led military campaign 

invaded Afghanistan, forced out Taliban

“ President George W. Bush then focused 
on Iraq

“ Saddam Hussein used chemical weapons 
against Iraq in 1980s; some claimed he 
still possessed such weapons, supported 
anti-American terrorist organizations

Focus on Iraq
Iraq

Summarize
What threats does the United States face today?

Answer(s): conflicts in the Middle East and the war on terror
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