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Challenge: Identify as many things 

we will study as possible!

1.

2. 3.

4.

6.
5.

7.

8.

9. 10.

Prelude to the Cold War, 

1945--1946

Essential Questions: 

1) What were Yalta and Potsdam?

2) Why did the alliance that had existed 

between Russia and the U.S. during World 

War II fall apart?

3) What were the major points of difference?

4) What were the new roles of Joseph Stalin 

and Harry Truman in world politics?
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Postwar 

Reality
ÅConsequences of World War II

ï1) Communist Russia ( the Soviet Union) 

became the new enemy

ï2) Unlike the isolation after WWI, the U.S. 

was engaged in world affairs

ï3) The triumph of Communists in China

ï4) Decolonization

ÅThe independence of nations from 

European (U.S. & Japan) colonial powers.
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Cost of World War II

ÅGermany - 3 million combat deaths 
(3/4ths on the eastern front)

ÅJapanïover 1.5 combat deaths; 900,000 
civilians dead

ÅSoviet Union - 13 million combat deaths

ÅU.S.ï300,000 combat deaths, over 
100,000 other deaths 

ÅWhen you include all combat and 
civilian deaths, World War II becomes 
the most destructive war in history with 
estimates as high as 60 million,
including 25 million Russians.

Postwar Efforts

at Revenge

Å The Nuremberg Trials of 1945-46

ïAfter, WWII the Allied powers  place on trial the 
highest-ranking Nazi officers for ñcrimes against 
humanityò

ïHitler, Goebbels, and Himmler were dead; but, 22 
Nazi leaders (including Goring) were tried at an 
international military tribunal at Nuremburg, 
Germany. 12 were sentenced to death. Similar 
trials occurred in the east and throughout the world.  

ïThe Tokyo Trial (1946-48)ð Japanese war 
criminals were placed on trial.

http://fcit.coedu.usf.edu/holocaust/gallery/WW2170L.htm
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Postwar Reality:
Soviet Control of Eastern Europe

ÅEurope was politically cut in half; Soviet 
troops had overrun eastern Europe and 
penetrated into the heart of Germany.

ÅDuring 1944-1945, Stalin starts shaping the 
post-war world by occupying SE Europe 
with Soviet troops that should have been on 
the Polish front pushing toward Berlin.

ÅRoosevelt did not have postwar aims 
because he still had to fight Japan; Stalin 
did have postwar aims.
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What were Yalta and 
Potsdam?

Å Yalta was a wartime allied conference, featuring the 
òBig Threeó (Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin) which 
dealt mainly with the settlement of post -war Europe.
ðAllegedly FD Roosevelt was too ill to withstand Stalinõs 

demands, and his successor, Harry S Truman, took a 
tougher line. 

ð Harry Truman became president of the U.S. after 
FDR died from a stroke in April, 1945.

Å The Potsdam Conference, featuring Churchill, 
Stalin and Truman, met to decide the future of 
Germany and postwar Europe in general. In effect, 
Germany was divided, with the Western powers 
controlling West Germany and the U.S.S.R. controlling 
East Germany.

YALTA (in the USSR)
Date: Feb 1945

Present: Churchill, 
Roosevelt and Stalin



7

POTSDAM (Germany)
Date: July 1945

Present: Churchill, 
Truman and Stalin

ÅThe Russians took very high casualties 
to capture Berlin in May 1945. They 
spent the early occupation trying to 
take over all zones of the city but 
were stopped by German democrats 
such as Willy Brandt and Konrad
Adenauer. Reluctantly the Russians 
had to admit the Americans, French 
and British to their respective zones.

What happened in Germany?
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Iron Curtain ð
A term used by 
Winston Churchill 
to describe the 
separating of 
Those communist
lands of East 
Europe from the 
West. 
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Part I:
ñReconstruction & 

Confrontationò
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Warm Up #1
Warm Up #2:  1) What would be an appropriate title to a newspaper

containing these cartoons? 2) Describe the meaning of each cartoon.



11

Why did relations sour?

Å Major point: The USSR lost 

around 20 million people in 

WW2

Å By contrast GB lost around 

370,000 and the USA lost 

297,000 people.

Å Joseph Stalin (died 1953) ð

the Communist dictator of 

Russia--was determined to 

make the USSR a new 

superpower and to challenge 

democracy and capitalism 

around the world.

The Post-War World: The rise 

of the superpowers

ÅThe damage caused by World War II to 

several European and Asian countries 

left only two countries  with the military 

strength and resources to be called 

superpowersé.USA and USSR!
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Differing Ideologies

Å Ideology --is an organized collection of ideas. 

An ideology can be thought of as a 

comprehensive vision, as a way of looking at 

things. It is often applied to politics

ÅTwo opposing ideologies: USA was capitalist 

and USSR was communism

ÅThey had allied against Nazi Germany and 

Fascist Italy é.. Now that the common enemy 

had been defeated, the reason for co-operation 

was gone

ÅDifferences soon emerged

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Idea
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The Ideological Struggle

Soviet & 
Eastern Bloc 

Nations
[òIron Curtainó]

US & the 
Western 

Democracies

GOAL Ą spread world -
wide Communism

GOAL Ą òContainmentó 
(stop the spread) of 
Communism & the 
eventual collapse of the 
Communist world.
[George Kennan]

METHODOLOGIES:

Î Espionage [KGB vs. CIA]

Î Arms Race [nuclear escalation]

Î Ideological Competition for the minds and hearts 
of Third World peoples [Communist govt. & 
command economy vs. democratic govt. & capitalist 
economy] Ą òproxy warsó

Î Bi- Polarization of Europe [ NATO vs. Warsaw Pact ]

Whatôs the meaning

of these cartoons?
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George Kennan [òX Articleó]:  
CONTAINMENT

Goals              Means             Actual Application

1. Restoration
of the balance 
of power

2. Reduction of 
Soviet ability 
to project 
outside power.

Encouragement 
of self -
confidence in 
nations 
threatened by 
Soviet expansion.

Exploitation of 
tensions in 
international 
communism.

Long- term 
program of U.S. 
economic 
assistance 
[Marshall Plan]

Cooperation with 
communist regimes; 
[supporting Titoism 
in Yugoslavia]

3. Modification 
of the Soviet 
concept of 
international 
relations.

Negotiating 
settlement of 
outstanding 
differences.

Using òcarrots & 
sticksõ; 
containing 
Germany with an 
embrace and 
Russia at arms 
length.

George Kennan [òX Articleó]:  
CONTAINMENT

Goals              Means             Actual Application
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The ñIron Curtainò

From Stettin in the Balkans, to Trieste in the 
Adriatic, an iron curtain has descended across the 
Continent.  Behind that line lies the ancient 
capitals of Central and Eastern Europe.

-- Sir Winston Churchill, 1946
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show
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The Bipolarization of Europe
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ÅWarm Up: Do you agree with this statement?  Why 

or why not? How might this applied to the current 

situation in Iraq?

What was the Truman 
Doctrine?

Å Truman had been horrified at the pre -war 
Allied policy of appeasement and was 
determined to stand up to any Soviet 
intimidation.

Å The Truman Doctrine (1947) promised 
that the USA òwould support free 
peoples who are resisting subjugation by 
armed minorities or by outside 
pressuresó. Triggered by British inability 
to hold the line in Greece, it was followed 
by aid to Greece and Turkey, and also 
money to secure upcoming elections in 
Italy and the advance of Communist trade 
unions in France.

It signalled the end of òisolationstó
policies.  Isolationism ñ the policy of not 
getting involved in foreign affairs.
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Truman Doctrine [1947]

1. Reason #1: Civil War in Greece.

2. Reason #2: Turkey under pressure 
from the USSR for concessions in 
the Dardanelles.

3. The U. S. should support free 
peoples throughout the world who 
were resisting takeovers by armed 
minorities or outside pressureséWe 
must assist free peoples to work out 
their own destinies in their own way.

4. The U.S. gave Greece & Turkey 
$400 million in aid.
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Marshall Plan [1948]

1. òEuropean Recovery 
Program.ó

2. Created by Secretary of             
State, George Marshall

3. The U. S. should provide 
aid to all European nations 
that need it.  This move 
is not against any country or doctrine, 
but against hunger, poverty, desperation, 
and chaos.

4. $12.5 billion of US aid to Western 
Europe extended to Eastern Europe & 
USSR, [but this was rejected].


