AMERICAN GOVERNMENT UNIT 1 WORKSHEET

1. Describe state.

2. What are the four theories of the origin of the state?

3. What are each theories beliefs?

4. What is a social contract?

5. What is sovereignty?

6. Define Authoritarian in government.

7. What are basic principles of American government?

8. What is divine right?

9. The main purpose of government is:

10. What is a Confederation?

11. What is representative democracy?

12. What is direct democracy?

13. What is legitimacy?

14. What are the branches of government?

15. What do each do with respect to the law?

16. Define Popular Sovereignty.

17. What is the Magna Carta?  Why is it important?

18. Explain rule of law?

19. What is the philosophy of Locke?

20. What is the philosophy of Hobbes?

21. What do the Magna Carta, Petition of Rights and English Bill of Rights have in common?

22. What are the 5 paragraphs about in the Declaration of Independence?

23. Explain the three-fifths compromise.

24. What was the purpose of the Declaration of Independence?

25. What was the Great Compromise?  What did it accomplish?

26. What happened after the French and Indian war?

27. What was our first national government?

28. What are the differences between our current government and the Articles of Confederation?

29. What were the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation?

30. What are the components of a Dictatorship?

31. Define bicameral.

32. When representation is based on population, who has the advantage- the large or small states?

33. When representation is based on equality; who has the advantage, the large or small states?

34. Define Autocracy.

35. Explain the Northwest Ordinance.

36. Define politics.

37. What is a republic?

38. What is meant by public policy?

39. Who were the Federalists and the Anti-Federalists?

40. Define ratification.

41. What are four important purposes of government?

42. What is important about the New Jersey and Virginia plan?  

43. Why is Thomas Paine’s Common Sense important?

44. What two decisions were made at the beginning of the Constitutional Convention?

45. In which documents do we see the evidence of the beliefs of John Locke, Montesquieu, Voltaire and Rousseau?

46. Define Capitalism.

47. What are the basic differences between capitalism and communism?

48. Define Laissez-faire.

49. What does the Declaration of Independence say about the purpose of government?

50. Give one quote from the Declaration of Independence to support question #49.
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