
VIDEO Written Response/Discussion Questions: 

•1) How did the ancient Egyptians detect rules and cycles of 

nature? How did these observations help them to harness the 

Nile River? What was the purpose of the Nileometer? 

• 2) What modern calendar month marked the beginning of the 

ancient Egyptian new year? What was the beginning of their 

calendar year based on? What season did the rising of the star 

Sirius (or Septet) signal? 

• 3) The Egyptians were the first culture to believe in an afterlife. 

How did observation of nature’s rules and cycles serve as the 

source of this belief? How did this influence their burial 

methods? Their burial structures? 

• 4) Who made up the basic workforce that built the pyramids? 

Why did these people willingly participate in the projects? How 

did these projects benefit the people? 
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