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State 2010 rank point change | point change
from 2008 from 2006
lllinois 41.8% 1 -4 +1.6
Indiana 373% H -22.0 +0.7
lowa 50.3% 8 -194 +2.2
Kansas 420 | 30 -20.0 -1.6
Michigan 44.3% Fy -M1 -1.8
Minnesota | 55.5% 1 -22.2 46
Nebraska 38.4% 4 -25.0 9.2
North Dakota | 48.1% 12 -16.2 +3.2
Ohio 44.6% 20 -20.0 49
South Dakota | 52.8% 4 -3 5.0
Wisconsin | 51.7% 7 -204 -2.0
Utnited States | 40.9% — -207 +H1.5

* Turnout rate is the number of votes cast for highest office divided by
the total voting-eligible population.

Sowre: George Mason University United States Elections Project
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Directions: Using the data (left), create a bar
graph in Excel or a similar program,
showing the voter turnout percentages for
each state listed in 2006, 2008, and 2010.

Then, insert the graph into a word
processing document and answer these
questions:

— 1) Using the bar graph, which three states
showed the greatest fluctuations in voter
turnout from 2006-2010. Hypothesize why.

- 2) Why did voter turnout appear to be higher
in most states in 2008? \X/hich populations
likely went to polls more? Hypothesize!

— 3) Which three states showed the lowest
voter turnout in 2010? Which populations in
these state are likely to influence the lower
voter turnout rates? Hypothesize!

— 4) Based on trends reflected in the graph,
predict whether voter turnout will be higher
or lower in the 2012 election. Explain.
— 5) Why may a bar graph be more helpful in
examining voter turnout data than the chart
left)? Explain.
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