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A candidate for poliical offce in the United States has no limits on
what he or she may spend on an election campaign. Those who spend
‘morewill reach mare potential votrs becavse they can travl to more
places, broadcast more ads, and pay more staffes. Corporations,
abor unions, and individuals can donate money, within certain lim-
its to political parties and candidates. In practice, the rules allow
those who donate the mast o have the greatet political influence.

Should Further Limits Be Placed on Campaign Contributions?

—— T

* Curtent avis give far more polttical » Donating money to a candidate who
influenca to the weathy than to the will represant your views I 3 form of
middlle cass or the poor. Ths corrupts free spaach. Limiting campalgn contrl-
our democraticsystem of government,  butions therefore violtes free speech.
Inwhich al votes shoud count equally. + pyany people belleva that the naws
10 a ystem whera the candidate with madia are too conservative. Others
mora money usuallywins the alection,  balleva that they are too lberal. Cam-
candidates for reclecton have to palgn finance laws should not imit
spend a lotof tme rasing funds.This  contrlbutions from those who feel
distracs them from tha work the vot.  that the maia suppress thelr visws,
erselected them to do. The best way to reform campalan
When huge donations help slect can-  finance laws I to force donors o
didates, the cancidates are under promply publsh thel names and the
pressuré to represent the donors’ amounts of money they donate to
Interests. They may not feel able to Candidates, This will ensurs that
vote according {o thelf own bellefs everyone knows whose Interests
onca they have accepted money. each candidata represans,

What Is Your Opinion?

2. Summarizo What re thestrongest arguments for and against
lmiting donations? (You may outline arguments not sted sbove)

2.prodict Suppose that Congess were o ban al donations.
Instead, the federal government would give candidats equal
amounts of money to spend on campaigns. Predict the conse-
quences. Exphin your answer.

3. Write to Porsuade Suppose that you re a Supreme Courtjus-
ticeIna casebeforeyou, one side arguestht politcal dona-
tions area form o frce speech. The other side nsists that money
ot spesch. Writean opinion giving your view. Include spe-
cific reasons that will persuade readers to aree.
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Directions: For this assignment you will need access
to the internet or have printed copies of the latest
campaign contribution data. The following websites
are extremely useful:
- www.fec.gov and www.crp.org.
Examine a list of individual contributors or PACs
who have contributed money to a candidate.
Following questions:
— 1) Can you locate any patterns? Which groups are giving
to which candidates or political party? Why? Use the data.
— 2) In your opinion, does the amount of contributions
predict the winner of an election? Defend your viewpoint
using the data.
— 3) Again, in your opinion, do contributions influence
officeholder’s policies and proposals for legislation? Defend
your viewpoint using the data.





