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In1945 the National Party, led by Dr Daniel Malan, won a General Election and
‘promised to introduce Apartheid (separation) into South Africa. There were already a
‘number of laws in place, eg. the Native Land Acts and laws against marriages between
the races, that separated black and white South Africans. However these were to be.
developed by a series of GRAND and PETTV Apartheid laws:

GRAND APARTHEID LAWS

4 The Dopulation Registration Act - this grouped every South African into
particular race - white, indian, coloured (mixed race) and black (bantu). Only
whites could vote, and the opportunities available to each group decreased
according to their race.

% The Mixed Marriages Act - this made it a crime for any marriage to take place
between a white person and a person of any other racial group.

% The Immorality Act - this made it a crime for any sexual act to be committed
between a white person and a person of any other racial group. Between 1950
and 1965 there were more than 24,000 prosecutions and nearly half (1614)
were convictiors.

% The Group Areas Act - this divided South Africa up into different areas where
the different race groups could live. 84% of the land was given tothe whites,
even though they were only 15 of the total population. Blacks were only given
142% of the land, known as the Tribal Homelands’, even though they made up.
‘over 80% of the population. If you were living in the ‘wrong’ area you had to
‘move. Usually it was black and coloured people that had to move: out of 3.5
‘million people who had to leave their homes under this act between 1951 and
1986, only 2% were white.

4 The Dass Laws - these laws made it compulsory for blacks to carry pass books
(dentity cards) at all times, which allowed them to have permission to be ina
white area for alimited amount of time. If they did not have their pass, blacks
could be arrested and imprisoned.
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Vou are a member of the ANC committee and have
to make plans for a DEFIANCE CAMPAIGN against
the National Party Government.

You cannot use weapons to help you

- You do not have much money

- You have to plan for the consequences of your
actions (eg go to jail)

- You will not harm anyone

. You do have large numbers of supporters
. You can get lots of positive publicity if you carry
out the right sort of actions

What can you do to fight apartheid?
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e PAC was formed in 1959 after a breakaway from the African National
Congress. THE PEOPLE WHO JOINED WERE FRUSTRATED AT THE
LACK_OF PROGRESS THE ANC HAD MADE IN FIGHTING
APARTHEID. Robert Sobukwe was the PAC's first president, elected at
the founding conference in April 1959 in Johannesburg. THE PAC WAS
AN AFRICAN ONLY ORGANISATION. WHEREAS THE ANC WANTED
WHITES. BLACKS AND COLOUREDS TO JOIN TOGETHER. The
PAC's first and most successful campaign was the protest against the
pass laws - @ campaign which was to prove to be a significant tuming
point for South _Africa. PAC members were urged by Sobukwe to leave
their passes at home and to surrender themselves for arrest at the
nearest police station. Members were instructed to conduct the campaign
in a spirit of non-violence which they did. But the protest erupted in
tragedy when police opened fire on a group of protestors in Sharpeville
who had presented themselves for arrest. Sixty-eight people were killed
and 186 injured, many of them having been shot from the back_ In the
words of Benjamin Pogrund: The 705 bullets fired by the police that day
changed South Africa, and nothing was ever to be the same again. The
Sharpeville tragedy was the start of country-wide protests at the pass
laws. A panic-stricken National Party govemment imposed a state of
emergency and _introduced legislation to ban both the PAC and the
ANC. Hundreds of people were arrested. Sobukwe and many other PAC
leaders were jailed, and when they were released they were restricted by
bans. Many of the national and regional leaders went into exile.

1) Why did many people join the PAC?

2) Who was the leader of the PAC?

3) What was the main difference between the ANC and the
PAC?

4) Describe what happened at Sharpeville.

5) What did the National Party do after Sharpeville?

'YOU NEED TO THINK ABOUT THE REASONS WHY THE PAC
STARTED AND HOW IT FOUGHT AGAINST APARTHEID.
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Directions: Imagine that it is 1985. You are a black South
African man or woman. Apartheid has taken away the rights
of all black Africans. Nelson Mandela, leader of the anti-
apartheid movement, has been imprisoned now for over two

decades. You are a political activist who will create a protest
poster, with the following:

7

— 1) a catchy slogan, speaking out against apartheid— Spoints
— 2)alistof abuses which black South Africans have suffered— Spoints
— 3) Alistof rights which all South Africans deserve. — Spoints

— 4)aplea to free Mandela and to create a new South African
government (What kind of government do you want?) — Spoints

— 5) Decorate your poster and make it look neat and colorful! - Spoints





