Absolutism and the English Exception

Readings on Absolute Monarchy

The English Bill of Rights and American Bill of Rights

The English Bill of Rights

And thereupon the said Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons
, pursuant to their respective letters and elections, being now assembled in a full and free representative of this nation, taking into their most serious consideration the best means for attaining the ends aforesaid, do in the first place (as their ancestors in like case have usually done) for the vindicating and asserting their ancient rights and liberties declare 

1. That the pretended power of suspending the laws or the execution of laws by regal authority [the king’s authority] without consent of Parliament is illegal; 

2. That the pretended power of dispensing with laws or the execution of laws by regal authority [ the king’s authority], as it hath been assumed and exercised of late, is illegal; 

3. That the commission for erecting the late Court of Commissioners for Ecclesiastical Causes
, and all other commissions and courts of like nature, are illegal and pernicious
; 

4. That levying
 money for or to the use of the Crown by pretence
 of prerogative
, without grant of Parliament, for longer time, or in other manner than the same is or shall be granted, is illegal; 

5. That it is the right of the subjects to petition the king, and all commitments and prosecutions for such petitioning are illegal; 

6. That the raising or keeping a standing army
 within the kingdom in time of peace, unless it be with consent of Parliament, is against law; 

7. That the subjects which are Protestants may have arms for their defense suitable to their conditions and as allowed by law; 

8. That election of members of Parliament ought to be free; 

9. That the freedom of speech and debates or proceedings in Parliament ought not to be impeached
 or questioned in any court or place out of Parliament; 

10. That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted; 

11. That jurors ought to be duly empanelled and returned [chosen and allowed to decide], and jurors which pass upon men in trials for high treason ought to be freeholders [men who own land]; 

12. That all grants and promises of fines and forfeitures of particular persons before conviction are illegal and void; 

13. And that for redress of all grievances, and for the amending, strengthening and preserving of the laws, Parliaments ought to be held frequently.

The American Bill of Rights

Amendment I

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.



Amendment II

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.



Amendment III

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.



Amendment IV

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.



Amendment V

No person shall be held to answer for a capital
, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury
, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.



Amendment VI

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defense.

Amendment VII

In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise reexamined in any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.



Amendment VIII

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.



Amendment IX

The enumeration
 in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.



Amendment X

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.

Questions: The English Bill of Rights and American Bill of Rights

Answer the following using the English and American Bills of Rights.
English Bill of Rights

1. What are three limitations placed on the king in the English Bill of Rights?

2. What are three rights that citizens have?

American Bill of Rights

3. What limitations are placed on the central government?

4. What are three rights that citizens have?

Both Documents

5. What are three specific similarities between the two? Name and describe the sections that are similar and explain how they are similar. 

6. What are two specific differences between the two? Name and describe the sections that are different and explain how they are different.

7. How did Locke’s theories influence the two documents? Find one example in each.

� The House of Commons and House of Lords. The House of Lords included religious figures (Spiritual Lords) and nobles (Temporal Lords)


� A court for trying people who did not obey the Church of England


� Causing great harm; destructive


� imposing and collecting, such as imposing and collecting a tax


� A right asserted with or without foundation; a claim.


� An exclusive right or privilege


� A permanent army maintained in time of peace and war


� Challenged, used to accuse of a crime


� Gross violation of human law, ex: murder


� A jury of 12 to 23 persons convened to evaluate accusations against persons charged with crime and to determine whether the evidence warrants going to trial.


� listing





