TRIAL OF KING CHARLES
FACTS:

The= trizsl of Charles | lmsted for T days, from Janesny 20 to Fith.
Charlkes wss in cowrt for the first 2 days and the lsst dsny.
O dlsnyes 4, 5 + 6 the coowrt met with-owt him sed hesrd evidenes aginst O harkes
The President of the cowrt was judge Bradshan
Theer= '.-.-=-r=-1l'r=_-a mSin p=rints sgaEinst him:
. He stared the war sgsinst P'arh:;m=-r1
Z. A sokdier wiheo changed sidss durning the war {from Charles to Parfiameant)
h==rd the Hing sy that I'a-: iin't care how the Farlizmentsrisn prisonsrs
Wwars irested.
2. He plotted with Scotlsnd snd his son to raiss an anmy to inesdse Englaned
wihil= b= was disocussing pesos with Parlizmeant.
He was executsed on Janvemny 30 1645,

CHARACTERS:

CHARLES | — Charkes is browght to cowrt for the first thres days . Wiheasn ssked hoer he
Fplesds e says that the cowrt has o poswer o put him on trisl sand refues 3

Charkes returns to oowrt om the last day of the trial and asks o have pescs talks with
Farlizmsent. This is refus=d. He slso asks to maks 3 stast=mesnt to the cowrt. This is

allso refussd.

HJUDEE BRADSHAW (PRESIDERMT OF THECOLURT)

o the= first thres dawys Bradshses ssks tha King to plesd guilty or mest ikt 1o thee
chargs of tressom.

H= list=ns 1o the svidencs of the witnessas,

He passes sentencs on Charles . saying that e is guilty of tressomn and shasll hsave his
he=sedl st off.

WITHESSES

Sz that they saww CTharles rais= his standsrd in 16542 that starts the ws
& solkdier says how Charles dikd ot care what happenaed 1o prisoesErs Sins
they wer= his snamiss.

& s=rvant woman says that T harkles ssk=d har to delivaer a l=ettar in sscraet. She says
that sh= gawe it to har husbasnd who passed it to Parlizmant. She prodeces th

GLEHI{ TO THECOURT

irst 1I'r=_-a danys calls T harkes into oot

slls = T s s [t

EXECUTIOMER _ ~
Couts off Charles” bead ot 2pon oncd apaeany, HET 16459,




Mock Trial: King Charles |

 Introduction: Yes, we are going put King
Charles | on trial! Here’s what we need:

* /Participants:

« Judge (1-5), prosecutor(s) (1-3), defense attorney(s)
(1-3), witnesses for the prosecution (1-2), witnesses
for the defense (1-2), bailiff (swears in witnesses and
marks evidence) (1), jury (up to twelve), one of
whom should be named jury foreman; alternates
may also be designated.



“I must see your completed work by the
last 10 minutes of the period!” See the
requirements for your group, below:

Everyone: Read “The Trial of King Charles” and “King Charles I's Speech at his Trial
January, 1649.” You will also need to conduct further Internet research on this. Good places to start:

Judges: You must master court trial procedure and direct every step of the trial! You are in charge! In
addition, if an attorney cries “objection!” you must decide to “sustained” (agree with the objection) or
“overruled” (disagree with the objection). Prepare a two-column chart, one column with 10 fact-based
arguments for the defense, the other column with 10 fact-based arguments for the prosecution.

Prosecution Team: Prepare opening statement, 10 good arguments with evidence, fact-based questions
for witnesses, closing statement.

Defense Team: Prepare opening statement, 10 good arguments with evidence, fact-based questions for
witnesses, closing statement.

Witnesses: Become a master of your role in the trial. If you are King Charles, you must KNOW him and
how he would respond to questions. You must provide factual answers! Develop 10 facts about Charles
I, especially concerning his relationship with Parliament and the Protestants.

Jury: Review the grading rubric for the court trial. Prepare a two-column chart, one column with 10 fact-
based arguments for the defense, the other column with 10 fact-based arguments for the prosecution.
You should expect to see some of the these arguments presented during the trial. You will unanimously
reach a verdict towards the end of the trial.


http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/CharlesI_execution.htm

Simplified Steps ina Trnal:

1. Calling of Case by Bailiff: "All nse. The Court of IS NOW IN
session. Honorable Judge presiding.

2. Opening Statement: First the prosecutor (criminal case) or plaintiff's attorney (civil
case), then the defendant's attorney, explain what their evidence will be and what they
will try to prove.

3. Prosecution’s or Plaintiff's Case: Withesses are called to testify (direct
examination) and other physical evidence is introduced. Each witness called is
cross-examined (questioned so as to break down the story or be discredited) by the
defense.

4 Defendant's Case: Same as the third step except that defense calls withesses for
direct examination; cross-examination by prosecution/plaintiff.

o. Closing Statement: An attorney for each side reviews the evidence presented and
asks for a decision in his/her favor.

6. Jury Instructions (Jury Trials Only): The Judge explains to the jury appropriate rules
of law that it is to consider in weighing the evidence. As a general rule, the
prosecution (or the plaintiff in a civil case) must meet the burden of proof in order to
prevail. In a criminal case this burden is very high. In order for the accused? Are some
parts of the trial more important than others? Would you trust a jury of your peers to
determine your guilt or innocence? Students should also explore their reactions o
playing attorneys, witnesses, jurors, and the judge. What roles do each play in the trial
process?
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NMock Trial Judging Form

For mock irial competitions, the perffomanos weinmesr b= thes side scocing the highe=st numbesr of poirts. & samiple cat-
img sheet i= provided that can be used to determiane the avinrer in meck rial compestitions.

Instrnuctlons
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