


Mock Trial: King Charles I

• Introduction: Yes, we are going put King 

Charles I on trial! Here’s what we need:

• Participants: 

• Judge (1-5), prosecutor(s) (1-3), defense attorney(s) 

(1-3), witnesses for the prosecution (1-2), witnesses 

for the defense (1-2), bailiff (swears in witnesses and 

marks evidence) (1), jury (up to twelve), one of 

whom should be named jury foreman; alternates 

may also be designated.



“I must see your completed work by the 

last 10 minutes of the period!” See the  

requirements for your group, below:

• Everyone: Read “The Trial of King Charles” and “King Charles I's Speech at his Trial 

January, 1649.” You will also need to conduct further Internet research on this.  Good places to start: 

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/CharlesI_execution.htm .

• Judges: You must master court trial procedure and direct every step of the trial!  You are in charge!  In 

addition, if an attorney cries “objection!” you must decide to “sustained” (agree with the objection) or 

“overruled” (disagree with the objection).  Prepare a two-column chart, one column with 10 fact-based 

arguments for the defense, the other column  with 10 fact-based arguments for the prosecution.

• Prosecution Team: Prepare opening statement, 10 good arguments with evidence, fact-based questions 

for witnesses, closing statement.

• Defense Team: Prepare opening statement, 10 good arguments with evidence, fact-based questions for 

witnesses, closing statement.

• Witnesses: Become a master of your role in the trial.  If you are King Charles, you must KNOW him and 

how he would respond to questions.  You must provide factual answers!  Develop 10 facts about Charles 

I, especially concerning his relationship with Parliament and the Protestants.

• Jury: Review the grading rubric for the court trial. Prepare a two-column chart, one column with 10 fact-

based arguments for the defense, the other column  with 10 fact-based arguments for the prosecution. 

You should expect to see some of the these arguments presented during the trial. You will unanimously 

reach a verdict towards the end of the trial.

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/CharlesI_execution.htm







