	Why did Parliament win the Civil War?

	From the moment that Charles I raised his standard at Nottingham in August 1642, ordinary people throughout the country were forced to choose which side they were on. In the majority of cases this choice was made for them as they simply joined the army that reached their city or town first. 



	For the King

Catholics, most of the Nobles and gentry, about half of all Members of Parliament, the poorer areas of the North and West.
	For Parliament

Puritans, the more militant Members of Parliament, merchants, the richer areas of the South and East.



	The supporters of the King were called Royalists and Cavaliers because many of them fought on horseback. (cheval is French for horse) Cavaliers had long hair and wore fancy clothes.
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	Parliamentarians were nicknamed 'Roundheads' because they cut their hair very short. They also wore very plain and simple clothes. Parliamentarians wore armour for protection.
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	Although the whole country was at war, there were few main battles. Most of the battles in 1642 and 1643 were either a draw or were won by the Royalists. But in 1644 and 1645 most battles were won by the Parliamentarians.
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	In 1644, parliament won a major victory at the battle of Marston Moor. The victorious parliamentary army was led by a man called Oliver Cromwell. Following this victory, and on the advice of Cromwell, parliament reorganised its army. All existing commanders were forced to resign and new leaders were chosen. This ‘new’ army was called The New Model Army. It was commanded by Thomas Fairfax who was a Puritan and Cromwell was made General of the Horse. The New Model Army were regularly paid, provided with a uniform and trained to fight. Men who proved themselves in battle were promoted. The New Model Army with its well-trained soldiers won many victories and finally defeated Charles at the battle of Naseby in 1645.



	Activities

	Curriculum Level 3, 4

1. What were the main differences in the soldiers’ clothing?

2. Why were the Royalists called Cavaliers?

3. Why were the Parliamentarians called Roundheads?

4. Why did the Royalists do so well in the North and West at the beginning of the war?

5. Why did the New Model Army win so many battles?

6. Why do you think Parliament won the English Civil War?



	

	Curriculum Level 5

1. Write a paragraph saying which of the two armies wore clothes most suitable for war. Describe all aspects of their clothing and give reasons for your decisions.

2. Using the information on the sheet and the three maps. Describe the changes in the areas that were Royalist and Parliamentarian giving reasons why you think these changes happened.

3. What contribution did the New Model Army make to the outcome of the war?

4. Why do you think Parliament won the English Civil War? 
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