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Mr. Cegielski 

Essential questions: 

1) Were the so-called “enlightened” rulers of Central and Eastern

Europe and Russia really enlightened? (reoccurring theme)*

2) Why did the first ―world-wide‖ wars break out during this period?

What were the causes and consequences?

3) How did the Seven Years War become the first ―world-wide‖ war?

4) What major social changes took place in Europe during this period?
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Major Theme:
Were some absolute monarchs ―enlightened?‖

Absolutism in Central & 

Eastern Europe & Russia

• The Holy Roman Empire

Fades. So does Poland and Ottoman 

Turkey. Three new powers occupy 

central Europe in the 18th century. 

• Austria

- Absolutism without a nation-state. 

Maria Theresa 1740-1780. 

• Prussia

- Prussia copies France but has its own 

distinctive character. Prussia becomes 

an important state under Frederick I 

(1688-1713). Military emphasis: the 

upper class become the officers in the 

army.

-300 other states in Germany remain 

divided. 

• Russia - Emerges at this time.
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Austrian Empire:  1657-1718
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Leopold I

Holy Roman
Emperor

(r. 1658-1705)
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Leopold I: Absolute 

Monarch
• Leopold I  ruler of the HRE (but 

really Austria) who established a 

court similar to Louis XIV’s 

Versailles at Schonbrunn. 

Although Leopold only had control 

over Bohemia, Austria, and a 

small part of Hungary, he still had 

considerable authority.

• Unlike Louis, however, Leopold 

relied on the Privy Council, a 

group of leading nobles, to devise 

policy and run his government. 
– After consulting w/them, he would come 

to a final decision. 

– Since Leopold gave the nobles influence 

in the government w/out first 

establishing control over their lands, the 

nobles were far more autonomous, so, 

though Leopold had less power, he had 

more support. 

Schönbrunn Palace



2/9/2010

6

Schönbrunn Palace

Schönbrunn Palace
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Prince Eugène of Savoy:  1718

Prince Eugene

• Since members of the Austrian 

court did not necessarily have 

to be Austrian, some 

foreigners came to power, 

such as Prince Eugene (1663 

– 1736)

– Volunteered to serve the 

Austrians in the war w/the 

Turks. 

– Became field marshal during 

which he transformed 

Hapsburg military policies 

from defensive to aggressive. 

– Led the Austrians as they laid 

the foundations for a new 

empire of Austria-Hungary.   
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Charles VI (r. 1711-1740)

Charles VI

• Charles VI (r. 1711 – 1740)  was 

Leopold’s successor, whose major 

problem was that he had no male 

heir. 

• In 1713 he drafted the Pragmatic 

Sanction, which stated that all 

Hapsburg lands would pass intact to 

the heir regardless of who it was. He 

forced all the major powers to sign 

the PS. 
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Maria
Theresa

(r. 1740-1780)

Maria Theresa

• Maria Theresa  was Charles’ daughter, 

who was heir to the throne in 1740. 

• MT was in a difficult position, w/an empty 

treasury, a poorly trained army, an 

ineffective bureaucracy, and a rebellion by 

the Czech nobles in Bohemia

• Hungarian nobles were ready to revolt. 

• MT appealed to nobles as a damsel in 

distress.

• She also promised the Hungarians 

autonomy (w/in empire)
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Maria Theresa & Her Family

Her Notable 
Children:

 HRE Joseph II

 HRE Leopold II

 Queen Marie
Antoinette (Fr.)!

Maria Theresa’s State 

Building Policies

• MT reformed the church by forbidding 

the founding of new monasteries (they 

were wasteful) and abolishing the 

clergy’s exemptions from taxes! 

• She established a new bureaucracy in 

Vienna by appointing new local officials 

and reorganizing the central ministries. 

– Helped with tax collection

• She improved the military and its 

training.  
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The War of Austrian 

Succession

• The War of Austrian Succession (1740 

– 1748)  Austria and England Vs. 

France, Spain and Prussia. 

– The French wanted to help Bavaria claim the 

Hapsburg throne

– Spain hoped to win back control of Austria’s 

Italian possessions) 

– Prussia wanted to take Silesia. 

• b/c of Maria Theresa’s brilliant tactics, 

Austria was able to fight to a stalemate 

and only gave up Silesia. 
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Holy Roman Empire:  1750
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Prussian Family Crest

The Prussian Monarchy

• In Brandenburg-

Prussia, rulers 

worker with nobles 

in state building.

• The nobility 

consolidated their 

power on their lands 

worked by serfs.

• The nobles created 

very efficient, 

profitable estates--

known as Junkers.   
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Prussia & the Austrian Empire:  1721-72

Frederick William

• Frederick William (r. 1648 – 1688) 

a.k.a. the Great Elector. 

• He used his strengthened army to impose 

order and to gain territory (through 

intimidation). 

• In domestic policy:

– FW got rid of the Diet of Brandenburg (it actually 

got rid of itself as it gave FW the power to raise 

taxes w/out its consent in 1653)

– Established the War Chest, which financed the 

army and collect government revenue

– Placed the implementation of policies in the 

hands of war commissars. 

• FW quickly intimidated his only sources of 

resistance--the cities--w/the army and 

established his control. 
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King Frederick I of Prussia (r.1701-1713)

Formerly:

Frederick III 
of Brandenburg

(r. 1688-1701)

Frederick I

• Frederick I (r. 1688 – 1713)  unlike his father, he 

enjoyed court society and made Berlin into a cultural 

center with a lively court and an Academy of Sciences. 

• He gained Prussian independence by asking Leopold to 

make him a king in exchange for his army (for war of 

Spanish succession). 

• After gaining independence, Frederick changed his 

name to Frederick I. 
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Frederick William I

• Frederick William I (r. 1713 – 1740) 

was a ―Spartan ruler‖ who disdained court 

society and concentrated on the army. 

– He built up the army (38,000  83,000 men) by 

instituting a form of conscription. He drilled it 

incessantly. 

– Used army to intimidate other powers (he 

actually never fought wars w/it). 

• On the domestic side, FW created the 

General Directory of Finance, War and 

Domains, which took over in 1723 all 

government functions except justice, 

education and religion. 

• FW made education compulsory, but did 

not really enforce the rules. 

Frederick the Great (r. 1740-1786)
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Frederick the Great

• Frederick II (r. 1740 – 1786)  a.k.a. Frederick 

the Great, was trained for kingship by his father 

and had a fierce sense of duty. He practiced 

absolute rule. 

• Established religious toleration and judicial reform.

• Acquired new, stronger borders

• In order to gain territory, in 1740 he attacked the 

Hapsburg’s province of Silesia, which the 

Hapsburgs couldn’t defend. 

• In the War of Austrian Succession that followed, 

Frederick was able to keep Silesia. 

Frederick the Great (r. 1740-1786)
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Frederick the Great’s Court

And Frederick the 

Great!

1756-1763



2/9/2010

19

Seven-Years War: Agenda

• Causes

• Frederick the 

Great

• British Navy

• French and 

Indian War

• Results

Seven Years’ War: Causes

• CAUSES:

• 1. After the Age of Exploration, European powers protected 
their interests by building fortified trading posts throughout the 
maritime regions

• 2. Boundaries in the new colonies were disputed

• 3. Commercial competition generated violence

– Ex. In 1746 French forces seized the English trading post at 
Madras, India

– Ex. In the Caribbean English pirates attacked Spanish vessels 
and French and English forces fought over the sugar islands

4. Realignment of diplomatic alliances. The antagonism 

between France and England and the rivalry between 

Prussia and Austria grew. 

--Austria made an alliance w/France and Russia against 

Prussia. 

--Prussia sought England at the Convention of Westminster, 

insulting France. England joined Prussia.
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Summary of Alliances

• France, Austria, Saxony, 

Sweden, and various 

German states

–Versus

• Britain, Prussia, and 

Hanover
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Seven Years’ War 

becomes Global!
• A global war!

– In Europe, Britain and 
Frederick the Great’s 
Prussia fought against 
France, Austria, and Russia

– In India, British and French 
allied with local rulers and 
fought each other

– In the Caribbean, the 
Spanish and French fought 
the British

– In North America, the Seven 
Years’ War merged with the 
on-going French and Indian 
War (1754-1763) which 
pitted the British and French 
against each other
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Frederick the Great and the 

Seven Year’s War

• Frederick spent much of his life training as a 

soldier, visiting battlefields, and studying 

political history and politics

• Believed every man had an obligation to serve 

his state and that it was the king’s duty to 

develop policies that increased the power and 

standing of the state

• Strong lust for military glory

Was Frederick just a military ―despot‖ 

or was he an ―enlightened‖ leader 

during the Seven Years War? Do you

agree with the following:

• From: http://www.camelotintl.com/world/02frederick_the_great.html 
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Seven Years’ War: 

Frederick the Great

• Had inconsistent 
leadership characteristics 

• His success lay in his 
purposeful use of 
authority and unwavering 
determination to make 
Prussia a European 
power

• Led the Prussians in the 
Silesian Wars
– Gained experience with 

limited war, the oblique 
attack, attrition warfare, 
and combined arms 
(cavalry, infantry, and 
artillery) operations

In the oblique order the 

commander strengthens one 

wing of his army and employs it 

to attack the enemy flank, while 

holding back another, smaller 

wing to threaten the enemy’s 

main force and keep it from 

changing position 

A

B

Seven Years’ War: Frederick 

the Great

• Frederick used the period of 

peace after the War of Austrian 

Succession to prepare his 

country and army for another 

war

– 1) Strengthened bureaucracy 

and treasury

– 2) Enlarged army to 143,000 

men (it had been 83,000 in 

1740)

– 3) Anticipating having to fight 

against larger armies, he 

trained his officers to attack in 

the oblique order and seek a 

rapid decision

– 4) Issued orders and 

conducted maneuvers to get 

ready
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Seven Years’ War: Frederick 

the Great

• In August 1756, Frederick launched a 

preemptive attack against Saxony and 

Austria, hoping to force them to sue for 

peace before another country could 

intervene

• Was unable to achieve a quick, decisive 

victory and was now faced with fighting 

a coalition of powerful states

– French, Russian, and Austria forces began 

converging on Prussia

Seven Years’ War: Frederick 

the Great

• On November 4, 1757, Frederick 

engaged the French and Germans 

near Rossbach.

• Although outnumbered nearly two 

to one (41,000 to 22,000) Frederick 

suffered just 500 casualties while 

killing, wounding, or capturing more 

than 10,000 French and German 

troops
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Seven Years’ War: Frederick 

the Great

• On Dec. 5, 
1757, 
Frederick 
defeated the 
Austrians at 
Leuthen
– He created 

a diversion 
on his left 
flank which 
drew 
Austrian 
reserves to 
the 
northern 
portion of 
their line

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9b/Battle_of_Leuthen_-_The_fix%2C_5_December_1757.gif
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Animated Map of the Battle 

of Leuthen (7:47 m)

Seven Years’ War: 

Frederick the Great

• The Rossbach-Leuthen 
Campaign is the finest 
example of Frederican 
warfare, ending in a big 
victory for Prussia

– Inflicted 22,000 
casualties (33%) while 
suffering only 6,382 
(18%)

• Frederick’s determination 
allowed him to secure 
Prussia’s boundaries of 
1756 and gain a 
satisfactory negotiated 
peace
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Seven Years’ War: The 

British Navy

• Frederick benefited greatly from Britain’s 
ability to support Prussia by defeating the 
French at sea and overseas

• The British had the most powerful fleet and 
expeditionary forces of any of the 
combatants

• Furthermore, the British could rely on the 
Prussian army to do most of the fighting on 
the continent

• This allowed the British to bring 
overwhelming pressure against the French 
at sea, by intercepting supply ships and any 
invasion forces.
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French and English Collide: 

The French and Indian Wars

• The ―French and 

Indian War‖ was the 

bloodiest American 

war in the 1700’s. It 

took more lives than 

the American 

Revolution, involved 

people on three 

continents, including 

the Caribbean.

• The British, French, and Spanish 
all had colonial interests in North 
America and this competition led 
to war in 1754

• The French and Indian War,  
fought in North America and 
Canada, merged with the Seven 

Years’ War.

TIME PERMITTING…

• THE NEXT SEVERAL SLIDES 

COVERS THE DETAILS OF THE 

FRENCH AND INDIAN WARS ON 

THE NORTH AMERICAN 

CONTINENT.  

• LACK OF TIMESKIP TO SLIDE 

68 ―RUSSIAN HISTORY‖ 
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King George III
• King of Great Britain 

from 1760 to 1820. 
Under his guidance, 
Britain won the French 
and Indian War but lost 
the Revolutionary War. 
He was mentally unstable 
because of a disease 
called porphyria, and he 
was given to bouts of 
madness and 
unpredictability. He also 
didn't like his 
government officials very 
much.

Seven Years’ War: French and 

Indian War

• Early on the British had 
troubles
– Their colonists proved to 

be ineffective and difficult 
allies

– In 1755, the French were 
able to run two fleets 
through the British 
blockade and reach 
Canada with 
reinforcements of 4,000 
men

– French defenses were 
especially strong around 
Quebec

Braddock’s defeat at the 

Battle of Monongahela

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Braddock%27s_death_at_the_Battle_of_Monongahela_9-July-1755.jpg
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• For the first three years of the war, the outnumbered 

French dominated the battlefield, soundly defeating the 

English in battles at Fort Oswego and Ticonderoga. 

• The most notorious battle of the war was the French victory 

at Fort William Henry, which ended in a massacre of British 

soldiers by Indians allied with the French.

Continuing French Victories!

Seven Years’ War: French and 

Indian War

• Britain created a new offensive 
plan for 1759:
– James Wolfe would lead an 

amphibious attack up the St. Lawrence 
River to Quebec with 12,000 regulars 
supported by 22 warships and 150 
transports

– James Amherst would lead an even 
larger army across either Lake 
Champlain or Lake Ontario to Montreal

– A third smaller force would advance 
through western Pennsylvania against 
French outposts in the Ohio Valley. 
Young General George Washington 
would make several unsuccessful 
attempts to take Fort Duquesne in the 
Ohio region.
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• The tide began to turn for 

the British in 1758-1759, as 

they began to make peace 

with important Indian allies.

• Lord William Pitt also 

began adapting war 

strategies to fit the territory 

and landscape of the 

American frontier. 

Turning theTide!

The French and Indian Wars 

reaches its climax

• By 1758, the French had abandoned 

many of their Indian allies. 

• Exhausted by years of battle, 

outnumbered and outgunned by the 

British, the French began to collapse  in 

America during the years 1758-59

• By 1759, the French had placed greater 

emphasis on the war in Europe than in 

the colonies and the British had a 

numerical advantage

– The French decided to concentrate their force 

at Quebec, leaving relatively small forces to 

delay an advance on Montreal
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Battle of Quebec!
• Battle of Quebec--British General 

James Wolfe defeated French general 
Marquis de Montcalm that almost ended 
French occupation of Canada. 
– Quebec was a natural fortress, a large city built 

on high bluffs, with steep cliffs on either side of 
the city. A British scout had discovered a 
hidden path that led up the cliffs to a lightly 
defended part of the French defense. During 
the night, thousands of troops slipped up the 
path and past the French guards to the Plains 
of Abraham, a wide open space outside the city 
of Quebec. French troops awakened the next 
morning to find line after line of British troops 
waiting for them. 

• The battle raged for days and finally 
ended with the French surrender on 
September 12, 1759. Both Wolfe and 
Montcalm died soon after from injuries 
sustained in the battle.

Treaty of Paris 1763

• The Treaty that officially ended the French and 
Indian War and the European Seven Years War. The 
British gained control over the area west of the 13 
British Colonies all the way to the Mississippi River. 
The French agreed to give up any colonies in North 
America, including all of Canada. Since Spain had 
helped the French, the Spanish were also forced to 
give up Florida. But the Spanish still held their 
territory west of the Mississippi River and in Central 
and South America.
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Impact of War

• Native Americans

– Broke power of 

Iroquois 

Confederacy

– Opened up land 

for British 

settlement

– Frontier Tensions

• French:

– Treaty of Paris 1763

– Loss of North 

American Empire

– ―Lingering Wounds‖

Lasting effects On British 

and Americans

• Ended French influence in North America. 

• England gained massive amounts of land and 

vastly strengthened its hold on the continent. 

• It hurt relationships between the English and 

Native Americans

• Because England went heavily into war debt, it 

worsened the relationship between England and 

its colonies that eventually led into the 

Revolutionary War.
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North America 1763:

Themes in Russian History:
 Expansion by conquest.

 Need for warm-water ports.

 The necessity of a strong, central government.

 Russian Reformers vs. Traditionalists

Essential Question: Some Russian monarchs, like 

Peter the Great, claimed to be “enlightened” but were 

they really?
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Early Russia
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Romanov Dynasty
(1613-1917)

Romanov Family Crest

The Pendulum 
of Russian History

Pro-West
For Progress & Change
Encourage New Ideas,

Technologies, etc.

Anti-West
Isolationist
Xenophobic

Ultra-Conservative

 Most Tsars

 Russian Orthodox 
Church

 Military

 Boyars

 peasants

 A few Tsars

 Intellectual elites

 Merchants/businessmen

 Young members of the 
middle class.

REFORM-MINDED
LEADER

DEMAGOGUE
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Peter the Great (r. 1682-1725) 
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Video Clip: “Peter the 

Great” (4:35)

*Absolutism in Russia 

under Peter the Great*
• Peter the Great (born 1672) –a.k.a the Great Westernizer.

• When he was three, his father Tsar Alexis (Romanov) died 

and Fedor, his half-brother from an earlier marriage (from 

Miloslavsky family--old believers in the Russian Orthodox 

Church)--took over. 

• After Fedor died, there was the question of succession – was it 

to be Ivan (dumb, older son) or Peter (brilliant, younger son)? 

• - Sophie (Peter’s half-sister) organized the Streltsy, a group of 

conservative soldiers, to remove Peter and his mother (from 

Naryshkin family  westernized) sending them to 

Preobrazhusky (place filled w/foreigners) where Peter learns 

Western ways.

• - In 1689, Peter goes back to Moscow and overthrows the 

government of Ivan (in name, but really it is Sophie) and 

becomes a co-ruler w/Ivan.
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Peter’s Crash Course in 

Westernization

• Peter’s Crash Course in 

Westernization  beginning in 1689 

Peter sent Russians to the West to 

study, brought foreigners into Russia, 

forced men to shave (against Old 

Believer rules, symbol of 

modernization), adopted Western court 

rituals and founded an Academy of 

Sciences.  

• In 1697, he went to the West himself 

undercover. Peter learned about 

Western ways from the bottom up 

(shipbuilding, metallurgy, dentistry). 

When he returned, he set up many 

factories w/serf labor. 
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Peter’s Administration

• Peter’s Administration Peter ignored 

the Duma (advisory council) and 

concentrated on his bureaucracy. 

• He organized his administration into 

several departments each of which 

either had a specialized function or took 

care of a region. 

• He subdued the nobles, using coercion 

to make them listen to him.  
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Russian Society under Peter

• Russian Society  Peter made a dividing line 

between peasants (had to pay poll tax, military 

conscription, forced public work) and nobility (status 

now based on level in bureaucracy and not family). 

• Result: A more controlled social order + more 

uniformity.  

• Though Peter was very intelligent, he was also very 

barbaric, w/bad temper, and drank! 

• Hated religion, Streltsy, and Old Believers. When the 

Patriarch (Pope for Russian Orthodox Church) died, he 

did not replace him and appointed a council called the 

Synod to run church.

• He also frequently mocked religion. 

Russia and Sweden: The 

Great Northern War

• CAUSES:

• On way back from Europe, Peter 

met Augustus the Strong, a Polish 

king, and decide to declare war on 

Sweden – they think ―easy target‖ 

since the Swedish king just died and 

there is a 12-year-old on the throne. 

Peter wanted ports. 

• - Charles XII  Swedish king 

MILITARY GENIUS! Obsessed 

w/war, very brilliant, great physical 

courage, very willful, upright moral 

man, Lutheran, determined to fight 

to death if attacked, but will not 

attack if not provoked. 
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The Great Northern War: 

Russians Win!
• The Great Northern War  Charles crushed Denmark, 

scared Polish away from Riga (they were besieging it) and 

beat the Russians, who were besieging Narva. 

• By 1700, Charles had really won, but he still wanted 

revenge.

• Charles attacked Peter’s Russia with 35,000 men.

• Russians use Scorched Earth Policy (retreat and burn 

everything) so in the harsh Russian winter of 1707-1708 

the Swedes freeze. 

• In 1709 at Poltava the Russians won a crushing victory 

and gained Baltic provinces as Window West.

Russia & Sweden After the 
Great Northern War
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St. Petersburg

Peter also founded a new city

• Early 1700s, fought Sweden to acquire 
warm-water port 

– Other ports choked by ice much of year

– Port farther south on Baltic Sea to keep Russia open 
to western trade all year, connect Russia to west

• On land won from Sweden, Peter built new 

capital, St. Petersburg

– Russia’s government moved to new city

– Featured Western-style architecture

Who was the real Peter the Great? 

Is this an accurate description? 
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Who was the real Peter the Great? 

Is this an accurate description? 
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WARM UP: Death of Peter the Great

• QUESTION: Do you think the people of Russia mourned 

Peter the Great’s death in this way? Why or why not? 

What was the significance of his life? Does he deserve the 

title ―enlightened‖ monarch?
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Russia’s next important ruler was actually a German princess who came to 

Russia to marry a grandson of Peter the Great. She became known as 

Catherine the Great.

• Husband became 

Czar Peter III

• Catherine and many 

nobles grew angry at 

his incompetent, 

weak rule

• Catherine seized 

power, was declared 

czarina of Russia

Takes Power

• Catherine saw self as 

true successor of 

Peter the Great

• Worked to build on 

his westernization 

efforts

• To emphasize 

legitimacy of her 

claim, built statue 

honoring Peter

Honoring Peter I

• Influenced by 

European thinkers—

believed strong, wise 

ruler could improve 

life for subjects

• Reformed legal, 

education systems

• Removed restrictions 

on trade; promoted 

science, the arts

Early Reforms

Catherine the Great Assumes Power!

Catherine the Great’s Accomplishments:

An efficient, energetic empress, who ruled in 
the tradition of absolute monarchs, 
Catherine:

– reorganized the provincial government, 
codified laws, and began state-sponsored education 
for boys and girls.

– embraced and encouraged Western ideas and 
culture.

– gained a warm-water port on the Black Sea.

– agreed to partition Poland and gained the 
eastern portion.

– granted special privileges to the boyars--
members of the highest rank of the feudal Moscovian, 
Kievan Rusian, Bulgarian, Wallachian, and Moldavian
aristocracies

– allowed the boyars to increase their control of 
the peasants and repressed peasant rebellions. 
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Conflicts

• Catherine tried to reform Russia, was distracted by conflict

• Faced war in Poland, where people wanted freedom from Russian influence

• 1768, Ottoman Empire joined Polish cause

Strengthening the Monarchy

• In the end, man captured, beheaded, rebellion put down

• Rebellion convinced Catherine she needed to strengthen monarchy in rural 

areas; put local governments in hands of landowners, nobles

War and Rebellion

• Eventually won war, took over half of Poland, territory on Black Sea

• While war raging, Catherine faced popular rebellion inside Russia

• Man claiming to be Peter III traveled countryside, leading ragtag army

Challenges to Catherine’s Rule

Expansion of Russia, 

1689 – 1796
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Time Permitting…

Video: “Engineering an 

Empire: Russia” (44 m)

• INTRODUCTION: At the height of its power the Russian Empire stretched 

across 15 times zones, incorporated nearly 160 different ethnicities, and 

made up one sixth of the entire world's landmass. What started as a few 

small principalities was shaped into an indomitable world power by the 

sheer force of its leaders. However, building the infrastructure of this 

empire came at an enormous price. As Russia entered the 20th century, 

her expansion reached critical mass as her rulers pushed progress at an 

unsustainable pace and her population reacted in a revolution that 

changed history. From the Moscow Kremlin, to the building of St. 

Petersburg, we will examine the architecture and infrastructure that 

enabled the rise and fall of the Russian Empire.

• Begin at 19:27m for “Peter the Great” and then “Catherine the 

Great” segments.

• QUESTIONS. How did several charismatic Russian leaders 

“engineer an empire,” contributing to its growth and expansion for 

several hundred years?  Were these Russian leaders “enlightened?”
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WRAP UP DISCUSSION:

• Q. How did some absolute 

monarchs try to legitimize their rule 

using Enlightenment ideas?  Is an 

―Enlightened Monarch‖ even 

possible?

Next…

• The Napoleonic 

Wars and the 

French Revolution

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/11/Napoleon_Bonaparte.jpg
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• END


