“Tale of the Heike”

“If we were never to fade away … but stay forever in the world, how things would lose their power to move us! The most precious thing in life is its uncertainty. What a wonderfully unhurried feeling it is to live even a single year in perfect serenity (peace)! If that is not enough for you, you might live a thousand years and still feel it was but a single night’s dream.”

· What is the main idea of this quote?

Haikus

On a journey ailing


My dreams roam about


Over a withered Moor


To live in the world

Is sad enough without this rain

Pounding on my shelter

· What do these Haiku poems tell you about feelings and emotions?

Zen Riddle

One day while walking through the wilderness a man stumbled upon a vicious tiger. He ran but soon came to the edge of a very high cliff. Desperate to save himself, he climbed down a vine and dangled over the fatal precipice. As he hung there, two mice appeared from a hole in the cliff and began knowing on the vine. Suddenly the man noticed on the vine a plump wild strawberry. He plucked it and popped it in his mouth. It was incredibly delicious!

· What is the meaning or moral of the story? (What lesson does the author want you to learn from reading the story?)

Answer the questions below:

· What is the sound of one hand clapping?

· If a tree falls in the forest and no one hears it, did it make a sound? How do you know?

· What do these two questions have in common?

· What is the point of asking these types of questions?
