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+ Introduction Given their knowledge of history and their
experiences with the British government, it is not surprising that
ihe Founders (both the Federalists and Anti-Federalists) greatly
feared the possible abuse of the powers of government. For
example, read the following selections from some of their writings.
fThuen discuss with the class your answers to the questions that

ollow

~ *Give all power to the many, they will oppress the few. Give all power
0 the fei, they will oppress the many. " Alexander Hamilton, 1787

— “There are two passions which hiave a powerful influence on the
affairs of men. [ hese are ambition and avarice, the ove of power and
the fove of money. " Benjamin Frankin, 1787

— “From the nature of man, we may be sure thal those who have power
in thelr bands...wil always, when they can..increase IL.* Gearge
Mason, 1787

* Questions:

— Explain the view of human nature expressed in each of these
quotations

— If you agreed with the Views of human naure expressed in the
quotations, what Kind of safeguards t prevent the aolse of power
wald you inclutie n your government?

— Do you think the Founders' fear of government s as valid today as it
was In the 170057 Explain your answer.
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+ Note: You will be reading Federalist 10 and 51,
completing graphic organizers and then
participating in a Socratic Seminar. Thi:
necessary but challenging read. Be patient; we will
get through it together!
+ Choose three (3):
| — KWL (Used to activate background knowledge and
interest)

— Look at the title and predict what the article will be about.
You can should annotate it. For example: Can you define
what a“federalist’ is?

— Poise (Sit up straight, feet planted on floor—will increase
reading ratel)

— Skim to determine structure of text (Is there an
introduction to the text which describes the author's thesis
andfor purpose?)

— Create a graphic organizer

— Prepare to determine your reading speed (time yourseli—
How many words per minute do you read?)





