Name:______________________________________  Date:__________________________  Period:______

King Louis XIV and the French Royal Debt

Using the information provided below, answer the following questions.












	Year
	U.S. National Debt (in billions of dollars)

	2000
	$5,674

	1990
	$3,233

	1980
	$930

	1970
	$389

	1960
	$290

	1950
	$257
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France at this time ad been weakened by a
series of poor harvests. That, added to the constant
varfare, brought great suffering to the French
people. So, too, dic new taxes, which Louis
imposed o inance his wars.

War of the Spanish Succession Tired of hard-
ship, the French people longed for peace. What
they got was anotherwar: In 1700, the childless
Kini of Spain, Charles 11, died afer promising his
throne to Lovis XIVs 17-yearold grandson, Phiip
of Anjon. The two greatest powers in Europe, ene-
imies for so long, were now both miled by Bourbons

Other countries fet threatened by this increase:
in the Bourbon dynasty’s power. In 1701, England.,
Austria, the Dutch republic, Portugal, and several
German and llian states joined together against
France and Spain. The long struggle that followed
is known as the War of the Spanish Succession.

“The costly war dragged on until 1713 The
Treaty of Utrecht was signed in that year, Under its
terms, Louis’ grandson was allowed to remain king
of Spain so long as the thrones of France andl
Spain were ot united

“The bigwinner in the war was Great Britain

Debt of the Roy: 1643-1715
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SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Charts

1. How may times greater was theroyal debtin
1715 than in 16437

2. What was the royal debt of 1715 equal to in
1992 dallars?

From Spain, Britan took Gibraltar, a fortress that controlled the entrance to the
Mediterranean. Spain also granted a Britsh company an asiento—permission to send
enshaved Africans to Spain's American colonies. This inereased Britais involvement in
trading enstaved Africans. In addition, France gave Britain the North American territo-
ies of Nova Scotia and Newloundland, and abandoned clairs to the Hudson Bay
region. The Austrian Hapsburgs took the Spanish Netherlands and other Spanish lands;
s ey recomized as kinseloms
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1. What was the lowest debt figure for the French from 1643-1715? _____________________ In which year did this debt level occur? ______________

2. What was the highest debt figure for the French from 1643-1715?____________________ In which year did this debt level occur? _______________

3. What was the highest debt figure for the U.S. from 1950-2000? _______________________ In which year did this debt level occur? _______________

4. How much did the French debt increase from 1683 to 1715? _________________________

5. How much did the American debt increase from 1950 to 2000? ______________________

6. Compare France’s highest debt level to America’s.  Whose is higher?  ________________ By how much? __________________________

7. What might explain France’s sudden rise in debt between 1683 and 1715? ___________________________________.  Using your textbook identify any major events (their dates and their impact) that may explain such a drastic rise.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. On the back, create a line graph depicting the U.S. National Debt.  Be sure to properly label all of the information.

