
Preview

Å Main Idea / Reading Focus

Å The Hittites

Å Maps: Conquering the Fertile Crescent

Å The Assyrians and the Chaldeans

Å Faces of History: Nebuchadnezzar II

Å The Phoenicians

Å Map: Phoenician Trade

Å Quick Facts: Alphabet



Essential Questions

ÅWhat military advantages helped the Hittites establish an 

empire in Asia Minor?

ÅWhat events led to the rise and fall of the Assyrian and 

Chaldean empires?

ÅWhat were the main achievements of the Phoenicians?

Main Idea

Indo-European invaders introduced new technologies to the 

Fertile Crescent while adapting earlier technologies developed 

by the civilizations they encountered there.

Fertile Crescent Empires



Choose from:

1) Assyrians

2) Hittites

3) Chaldeans

4) Phoenicians

5) Persians







Decline of Babylonian Empire

ÅNomadic tribes moved into the region, drawn by wealth

ÅIncluded Indo-Europeans

ÅSteppes: arid grasslands north of the Black Sea

Hittite Culture

ÅBlended their culture with cultures around them

ÅFirst to make objects out of iron

ÅRule reached peak in 1300s BC

Hittite Military Might

ÅHittites: warlike Indo-European tribe

ÅBuilt strong empire in Asia Minor (now Turkey) between 1600-1200 

B.C. (BCE)

ÅHorse-drawn war chariot and new techniques

The Hittites



*They were the first people to learn to smelt (separate 

metal from ore) iron.

There were eventually weakened and defeated by the 

Sea Peoples.

The Sea Peoples is the term used for a mysterious 

confederacy of seafaring raiders who sailed into the 

eastern shores of the Mediterranean, invaded Cyprus, 

and the Levant, and attempted to enter Egyptian 

territory 

The end of the Hittite kingdom allowed for the rise of 

other people in this region



Hittite Territory at the height of their Empire.



The Hittite capital city of Hattusha

http://www.pbase.com/dosseman/bogazkale
http://www.pbase.com/dosseman/bogazkale


The ancient Hittite city of Hattusha, in Turkey.














































