[image: image1.png]MeCulloch V. Maryland (1819) and

Gibbens V. Ogden Assignments:

Class work Directions: Read and complete McCulloch on pages 4-
5, 11-14 and Gibbons on pages 4-6, 13-19. Due at the by the end

of class on Friday (today)!
Due: Questions #’s 1-6 below will be dealt with in a Socratic Seminar
discussion format.

1)  Whywas the central issue of McCulloch V. Maryland about federal vs. state
power?

2)  What were the arguments on both sides of this case?

3)  What was Chief Justice Marshall’s ruling in McCulloch V. Maryland and why did
he make this decision? What wasts impact? Do you agree with the decision?

4)  Howdid Gibbons rely on the Commerce Clause of Article, Section 8 of the U.S.
Constitution to justify his case. If Ogden wanted to use the U.S. Constitution to
backup his case, what section or amendmentmight he use?

5)  Readandanalyze the Commerce Clause. Does its wording leave too much room
forinterpretationand debate?

6)  Eventhoughthe case started as a local dispute between two businessmen, the

decision in Gibbons V. Ogden is one of the most important in constitutional
history. Please explain.





