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Mr. Cegielski

World History

Essential Questions:

1) What characteristics

define Classical Greek

Civilization?

2) How has Ancient

Greeceôs art, 

architecture, literature

and political systems 

left a lasting impact

upon the world?
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Ɉ Athens is the capital of Greece and  took its name from the goddess Athena, the 
goddess of wisdom and knowledge. Athens also serves as  the symbol of freedom, art, 
and democracy in the conscience of the civilized world. -ÌßÛȱ
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ɈThe polis , or city-state, developed in Greece 
following the Dark Ages. The most famous was 
Athens.

ɈThe center of the polis, was the elevated, fortified site 
- the acropolis - where people could take refuge from 
attack. 

ɈIn time this defensive center took on added 
significance as the focus of political and religious life. 

ɈWhen commerce revived in the eighth and seventh 
centuries B.C., a trading center developed below the 
acropolis. 

ɈThe two areas and the surrounding territory, usually 
smaller than a modern county, formed the polis, 
from which our word "politics" is derived.

ɈRebuilt after 
Persian sack in 
480 B.C., under 
leadership of 
Pericles. 
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The Rise of the Greek Polis

Athens

Naxos Corinth

Syracuse

Larissa

Eboea
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ɈWhich place 
would you 
like to visit 
most?

ɈThe temples were homes for the gods and 
goddesses. 

ɈThe Acropolis at Athens was a fortress and 
a holy place. The Greeks wanted to honor 
the gods and ask them for help in their daily 
lives. 

ɈThe temples of Athens were rebuilt in the 
5th century B.C. when the city was at the 
height of its power.
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 ÊÛÐÝÐÛàȯɯ(ÛɀÚɯ&ÙÌÌÒɯÛÖɯ,Ìȵ
Greek City Google Sketch Up Project

Ɉ Objective: To understand the architectural features and characteristics of 
Ancient Greek city states.

Ɉ Research Guidelines--Each group will research one of the following topics:

ɬ 1) Ancient Greek Temples

ɬ 2) Ancient Greek Forts

ɬ 3) Ancient Greek Theatres

ɬ 4) Ancient Greek Houses and Marketplaces

Ɉ As you collect information on your topic, you will complete the Research 
Collection Sheet. Good place to start: http://www.ancient -
greece.org/architecture.html . You must rewrite all information. Do not 
ÊÖ×àɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɀÚɯÞÖÙËÚȵɯ8ÖÜɯÔÜÚÛɯÈÓÚÖɯÚÐÛÌɯÌÈÊÏɯÙÌÍÌÙÌÕÊÌɯÚÖÜÙÊÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÚɯ
used.

Ɉ One finished with your research, your group will design and build a 3 -D 
model of your topic.  If the computers are available, we will use a 
ÊÖÔ×ÜÛÌÙɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯɁ&ÖÖÎÓÌɯ2ÒÌÛÊÏɯ4×ɂɯÛÖɯÙÌÕËÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÔÖËÌÓÚȭɯɯ
Otherwise, we will build them out cardboard, clay or another material.
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The City -State
2ÖÔÌɯ3ÏÐÕÎÚɯÛÖɯ1ÌÔÌÔÉÌÙȱ
Å ƿGreek temples were the biggest and most beautiful buildings in a city-

state. Religion was very important in the life of an ancient Greek, and so 

were the temples.

Å ƿA wall was built around every city. The forts were built on top of a 

high flat hill (acropolis). The people were very proud and wanted to 

protect their way of life.

Å ƿTheatres were used in celebrations. Male actors wore large masks that 

served as voice amplifiers. Males and females were allowed to attend.

Å ƿHomes and marketplaces formed around the forts. Streets intersected 

at right angles around the buildings. Homes were built around 

courtyards and were decorated with little furniture because the

Å people did not want to have more than the temples.

Å ƿAncient Greeks were proud and political people. They were very loyal 

to their small city-states!

Good place to start: 

http://www.sfusd.k12.ca.us/schwww/sc

h618/Ancient_Greece/Ancient_Greece

_Websites_PB.html
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ɈThe famous philosopher Aristotle divided Greek 
governments into 
ɬMonarchies- ruled by Kings and Queens
ɬOligarchies -ruled by a few that are richer and more 

powerful. Also known as the aristocrats or nobles. 
ɬTyrannies- ruled by king -like figure who lacked the 

support of the law or religion. 
ɬDemocracies- rule of the people in which everyone 

has a vote and whatever the majority decides upon 
wins. 
ÁOver time, Athens would experience all four types. 

ɈDuring the seventh century B.C., the council of 
nobles established an oligarchy in Athens. 
ɬThe popular assembly no longer met, and the king 

was replaced by nine aristocratic magistrates, called 
archons, chosen annually by the council to exercise 
the king's civil, military, and religious powers. 

ɈWhile the nobles on their large estates 
prospered, the small farmers and 
sharecroppers suffered. Some were forced to 
sell themselves into slavery.
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Ɉ In 594 B.C.E. Solon was made sole 
archon.

Ɉ Solon instituted several reforms:

(1) For the lower classes, Solon 
canceled all debts and forbid future 
debt bondage.

(2) He promoted full employment by 
stimulating trade and industry. 

(3) The common people were granted 
important political rights, but not 
equality. 

Ɉ Because his reforms were not fully 
accepted, Pisistratus , a military hero 
and champion of the commoners, 
usurped power as tyrant in 560 B.C.E. 

SOLON ASSIGNMENT:

Ɉ INTRODUCTION : In ancient Athens, 
hatred between the rich and poor 
threatened the city -state with civil war 
and tyranny. Into this dangerous 
situation stepped Solon, a moderate 
man the Athenians trusted to bring 
justice for all.

ɈREAD : ɁSolon Put Athens on the Road 
ÛÖɯ#ÌÔÖÊÙÈÊàȮɂɯ×ÈÎÌÚɯƕ-4, and answer 
Ɂ0ÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚɯÍÖÙɯ#ÐÚÊÜÚÚÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯ
6ÙÐÛÐÕÎȭɂ
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ɈFollowing the reign of Pisistratus, Athens 
expanded its definition of citizenship to 
encompass more people.

ɈAt first, only Athenian -born landowners were 
classified as citizens and had political rights.

ɈBy 507 B.C.E., the constitution , or plan of 
government, stated that all free, Athenian -born 
men were citizens regardless of what class they 
belonged to, and that they could participate in the 
Assembly, regardless of whether they owned 
land.

ɈSlaves did the menial work. Slaves were former 
prisoners of war and children of the poor.

Ɉ Parents were allowed to abandon their child if 
that child was weak. Often slaves would adopt 
these children or maybe a slave rearer would take 
the children (foundlings) so they could be sold as 
a slave at a later time. 

ɈSlaves were not allowed to use own name (their 
owners could rename them), could not vote, or 
own property.
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27

Chapter 1, Section 3

Ɉ Direct democracy --the will of the people 
was directly translated into public 
policy. Invented by ancient Greeks. 

Ɉ Today, democracy means a government 
by the people.

Ɉ Representative democracy or republic --
a nation in which the supreme power 
rests in those who are entitled to vote 
and is exercised by elected 
representatives who are responsible to 
voters and who govern according to the 
law. The U.S. has this form.

28

Athenian 

Democracy

Who has the power?
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Activity: Diagram Ancient Greek 
Democracy vs. modern U.S. Democracy

ɈDirections : Go to the following website  and 
explore the links on this page: 
http://greece.mrdonn.org/athensdemocracy.html 

ɈWorking in small groups, you will research the 
characteristics of Ancient Athenian Democracy 
and modern American democracy. Then, you 
will illustrate the structures of these two 
governments on large sheets of paper!  Your 
diagrams should clearly display the similarities 
and differences between these two types of 
government.
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Activity : What was it like to be a 
student in Ancient Athens?

ɈDirections: Imagine that you 
are a student attending 
school in Ancient Athens.  
1ÌÈËɯɁ ÛÏÌÕÚȯɯ3ÏÌɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓɯÍÖÙɯ
"ÐÛÐáÌÕÚȭɂɯ3ÏÌÕȮɯÜÚÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ
facts from the reading, sketch 
what boys and girls of 
different age groups are 
learning and doing inside 
different classrooms of the 
school. It can be drawn like a 
blueprint.
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Wars Covered:

ɬ1) The Persian WarsɭThe
Greek city -states Vs. the 
Persian Empire.

ɬ2) The Peloponnesian Wars --
Athens Vs. Sparta

ɈAthenians had an army and a great fleet of 
ships. 

ɈThey ruled the seas with their 200 ships.

ɈMales had to serve their city -state for two 
years.
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Ɉ In 546 B.C.E. the Persian armies, led 
by Cyrus II , conquered the Greek 
city -states of Ionia in Asia Minor. 

Ɉ In 499 B.C.E. The Ionian cities 
revolted, established democratic 
regimes, and appealed to the 
Athenians for aid. 

Ɉ Athens sent twenty ships, but to no 
avail. By 494 B.C. the Persian King 
Darius I had crushed the revolt, 
burning Miletus in revenge.

Ɉ In order to destroy Athenian 
influence, Darius ordered 20,000 
Persians to sail across the Aegean 
and land on the plain of Marathon
near Athens in 490 B.C.E.


