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Mr. Cegielski

World History

Essential Questions:

1) What characteristics

define Classical Greek

Civilization?

2) How has Ancient

Greece’s art, 

architecture, literature

and political systems 

left a lasting impact

upon the world?
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• Athens is the capital of Greece and  took its name from the goddess Athena, the 
goddess of wisdom and knowledge. Athens also serves as  the symbol of freedom, art, 
and democracy in the conscience of the civilized world. Next…
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• The polis, or city-state, developed in Greece 
following the Dark Ages. The most famous was 
Athens.

• The center of the polis, was the elevated, fortified site 
- the acropolis - where people could take refuge from 
attack. 

• In time this defensive center took on added 
significance as the focus of political and religious life. 

• When commerce revived in the eighth and seventh 
centuries B.C., a trading center developed below the 
acropolis. 

• The two areas and the surrounding territory, usually 
smaller than a modern county, formed the polis, 
from which our word "politics" is derived.

• Rebuilt after 
Persian sack in 
480 B.C., under 
leadership of 
Pericles. 
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The Rise of the Greek 

Polis

Athens

Naxos Corinth

Syracuse

Larissa

Eboea
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• Which place 
would you 
like to visit 
most?

• The temples were homes for the gods and 
goddesses. 

• The Acropolis at Athens was a fortress and 
a holy place. The Greeks wanted to honor 
the gods and ask them for help in their daily 
lives. 

• The temples of Athens were rebuilt in the 
5th century B.C. when the city was at the 
height of its power.
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Activity: It’s Greek to Me!
Greek City Google Sketch Up Project

• Objective: To understand the architectural features and characteristics of 
Ancient Greek city states.

• Research Guidelines--Each group will research one of the following topics:

– 1) Ancient Greek Temples

– 2) Ancient Greek Forts

– 3) Ancient Greek Theatres

– 4) Ancient Greek Houses and Marketplaces

• As you collect information on your topic, you will complete the Research 
Collection Sheet. Good place to start: http://www.ancient-
greece.org/architecture.html . You must rewrite all information. Do not 
copy other people’s words! You must also site each reference source that is 
used.

• One finished with your research, your group will design and build a 3-D 
model of your topic.  If the computers are available, we will use a 
computer program called “Google Sketch Up” to render the models.  
Otherwise, we will build them out cardboard, clay or another material.



7/9/2009

7

The City-State
Some Things to Remember…

• ☼Greek temples were the biggest and most beautiful buildings in a city-

state. Religion was very important in the life of an ancient Greek, and so 

were the temples.

• ☼A wall was built around every city. The forts were built on top of a 

high flat hill (acropolis). The people were very proud and wanted to 

protect their way of life.

• ☼Theatres were used in celebrations. Male actors wore large masks that 

served as voice amplifiers. Males and females were allowed to attend.

• ☼Homes and marketplaces formed around the forts. Streets intersected 

at right angles around the buildings. Homes were built around 

courtyards and were decorated with little furniture because the

• people did not want to have more than the temples.

• ☼Ancient Greeks were proud and political people. They were very loyal 

to their small city-states!

Good place to start: 

http://www.sfusd.k12.ca.us/schwww/sc

h618/Ancient_Greece/Ancient_Greece

_Websites_PB.html
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• The famous philosopher Aristotle divided Greek 
governments into 
– Monarchies- ruled by Kings and Queens
– Oligarchies-ruled by a few that are richer and more 

powerful. Also known as the aristocrats or nobles. 
– Tyrannies- ruled by king-like figure who lacked the 

support of the law or religion. 
– Democracies- rule of the people in which everyone 

has a vote and whatever the majority decides upon 
wins. 

 Over time, Athens would experience all four types. 

• During the seventh century B.C., the council of 
nobles established an oligarchy in Athens. 
– The popular assembly no longer met, and the king 

was replaced by nine aristocratic magistrates, called 
archons, chosen annually by the council to exercise 
the king's civil, military, and religious powers. 

• While the nobles on their large estates 
prospered, the small farmers and 
sharecroppers suffered. Some were forced to 
sell themselves into slavery.
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• In 594 B.C.E. Solon was made sole 
archon.

• Solon instituted several reforms:

(1) For the lower classes, Solon 
canceled all debts and forbid future 
debt bondage.

(2) He promoted full employment by 
stimulating trade and industry. 

(3) The common people were granted 
important political rights, but not 
equality. 

• Because his reforms were not fully 
accepted, Pisistratus, a military hero 
and champion of the commoners, 
usurped power as tyrant in 560 B.C.E. 

SOLON ASSIGNMENT:

• INTRODUCTION: In ancient Athens, 
hatred between the rich and poor 
threatened the city-state with civil war 
and tyranny. Into this dangerous 
situation stepped Solon, a moderate 
man the Athenians trusted to bring 
justice for all.

• READ: “Solon Put Athens on the Road 
to Democracy,” pages 1-4, and answer 
“Questions for Discussion and 
Writing.”
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• Following the reign of Pisistratus, Athens 
expanded its definition of citizenship to 
encompass more people.

• At first, only Athenian-born landowners were 
classified as citizens and had political rights.

• By 507 B.C.E., the constitution, or plan of 
government, stated that all free, Athenian-born 
men were citizens regardless of what class they 
belonged to, and that they could participate in the 
Assembly, regardless of whether they owned 
land.

• Slaves did the menial work. Slaves were former 
prisoners of war and children of the poor.

• Parents were allowed to abandon their child if 
that child was weak. Often slaves would adopt 
these children or maybe a slave rearer would take 
the children (foundlings) so they could be sold as 
a slave at a later time. 

• Slaves were not allowed to use own name (their 
owners could rename them), could not vote, or 
own property.
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27

Chapter 1, Section 3

• Direct democracy--the will of the people 
was directly translated into public 
policy. Invented by ancient Greeks. 

• Today, democracy means a government 
by the people.

• Representative democracy or republic--
a nation in which the supreme power 
rests in those who are entitled to vote 
and is exercised by elected 
representatives who are responsible to 
voters and who govern according to the 
law. The U.S. has this form.

28

Athenian 

Democracy

Who has the power?
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Activity: Diagram Ancient Greek 
Democracy vs. modern U.S. Democracy

• Directions: Go to the following website  and 
explore the links on this page: 
http://greece.mrdonn.org/athensdemocracy.html 

• Working in small groups, you will research the 
characteristics of Ancient Athenian Democracy 
and modern American democracy. Then, you 
will illustrate the structures of these two 
governments on large sheets of paper!  Your 
diagrams should clearly display the similarities 
and differences between these two types of 
government.
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Activity: What was it like to be a 
student in Ancient Athens?

• Directions: Imagine that you 
are a student attending 
school in Ancient Athens.  
Read “Athens: The School for 
Citizens.” Then, using the 
facts from the reading, sketch 
what boys and girls of 
different age groups are 
learning and doing inside 
different classrooms of the 
school. It can be drawn like a 
blueprint.
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Wars Covered:

– 1) The Persian Wars—The
Greek city-states Vs. the 
Persian Empire.

– 2) The Peloponnesian Wars--
Athens Vs. Sparta

• Athenians had an army and a great fleet of 
ships. 

• They ruled the seas with their 200 ships.

• Males had to serve their city-state for two 
years.
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• In 546 B.C.E. the Persian armies, led 
by Cyrus II, conquered the Greek 
city-states of Ionia in Asia Minor. 

• In 499 B.C.E. The Ionian cities 
revolted, established democratic 
regimes, and appealed to the 
Athenians for aid. 

• Athens sent twenty ships, but to no 
avail. By 494 B.C. the Persian King 
Darius I had crushed the revolt, 
burning Miletus in revenge.

• In order to destroy Athenian 
influence, Darius ordered 20,000 
Persians to sail across the Aegean 
and land on the plain of Marathon
near Athens in 490 B.C.E.
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Battle of Marathon
• The Persians landed at 

the Plains of Marathon 
on September 9, 490 

• For eight days, the two 
armies faced each 
other  

• On the ninth day, the 
Persians started to 
advance, forcing 
Miltiades, the 
commander in chief of 
the Athenian army, to 
deploy his army of 
10,000 Athenians and 
1,000 Plataeans for 
battle

Battle of Marathon
• The Athenians 

surrounded the 
Persians in a double 
envelopment
– Although the 

Athenians were 
outnumbered, their 
spears were 
superior to the 
Persians’ bows and 
short lances

• The Persians fled to 
their ships

• Persians lost 6,400 men 
and seven ships

• Athenians lost 192  
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Battle of Marathon

• However, Miltiades realized that the 
Persian fleet could sail and attack the 
undefended city of Athens  

• According to legend, he called upon 
Phidippides to run to Athens to tell 
them of the victory and warn them 
of the approaching Persian ships 

• Phidippides ran the 26 miles from 
Marathon to Athens in about three 
hours, successfully warning the 
Athenians who repelled the Persian 
invasion

• Phidippides was exhausted from the 
fight at Marathon and the 26 mile 
run and died upon announcing the 
warning

Miltiades

Olympic Marathons
• The marathon was part of 

the 1896 Olympics
– The course was from 

Marathon to Athens 
(24.85 miles or 40 km)

• At the London Olympics in 
1908, the Olympic 
marathon course was set at 
26 miles, 385 yards (42.195 
km) to accommodate the 
Royal Family’s viewing

• In 1921 the International 
Amateur Athletic 
Foundation made 42.195 
km the official distance of a 
marathon 
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• Darius aimed to force the 
Athenians to accept the 
exiled son of Pisistratus as a 
pro-Persian tyrant.

• At the Battle of Marathon, 
the Athenian army, half the 
size of the Persian, won an 
overwhelming victory, 
killing 6400 of their foe while 
losing only 192.

• Athens remained secure for 
the next 10 years.

• Directions: Read the article “The Battle of 
Marathon” from Eyewitnesstohistory.com as well 
as any other Internet sources on this famous battle.  
Then, working in small groups, write a two –page 
skit, reenacting the battle and its outcome.  Your 
skit must include: 1) historical facts, 2) famous 
people and events, 3) the basic elements of a short 
story, including setting, plot (with rising and 
falling action), and a conclusion. Your skits must 
be well-rehearsed and performed in front of class!
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• Darius’s successor 
Xerxes tried to 
avenge the Persian 
losses by launching 
another attack 
against the Greeks 
in 480 B.C.E. with 
200,000 soldiers!

– Leads to Battle 
of Thermopylae

Thermopylae

• The Greeks sent an allied 
army under the Spartan 
king Leonidas to 
Thermopylae, a narrow 
mountain pass in 
northeastern Greece

• The point was to stall the 
Persians long enough that 
the city states could 
prepare for later major 
battles after the Persians 
broke through 

Persians attempting to force 

the pass at Thermopylae
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Thermopylae
• Twice the Greeks repelled the Persians

• Then Ephialtes, a local farmer, traitorously 
led a force of Persian infantry through a 
mountain passage and the next morning 
they appeared behind the Greek lines

• Leonidas ordered the rest of the army to 
withdraw and held the passage with just 
300 Spartans 

• As true Spartans, they chose death over 
retreat

– Remember Lesson 17

• All died but they did hold off the Persians 
long enough to ensure the safe withdrawal 
of the rest of the Greek army. Leonidas

Thermopylae

• “Stranger, go tell the 
Spartans that we lie 
here in obedience to 
their laws.”
– (Inscription carved 

on the tomb of 
Leonidas’s Three 
Hundred) 

Leonidas at 

Thermopylae by David
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• While the Spartans suffered 
heavy losses during  the Battle of 
Thermopylae, the Athenian 
general Themistocles (left) beat 
the Persians at the naval  battle 
of Salamis, an island separated 
from Athens by a small strait 
(narrow body of water.)

• As a result, the Persians would 
leave the Athenians alone for the 
next several decades, allowing 
Athens to experience its Golden 
Age.
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EffectsCauses

Events of 

The 

Persian 

Wars

Start online with: http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/greeks/history/marathon.htm

or http://greece.mrdonn.org/persianwars.html
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• Following the Persian War, the great 
statesman Pericles (461-429 B.C.) 
guided Athenian policy during its 
golden age of democracy.

• In Pericles' time the executive power 
was a board of ten elected generals. 

• This board operated much like a 
modern-day governmental cabinet. 

• The generals urged the popular 
assembly to adopt specific measures, 
and the success or failure of their 
policies determined whether they 
would be reelected at the end of their 
annual term. 

Activity: Compare and Contrast 
Pericles’ “Funeral Oration” with 
Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address
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• Pericles rebuilt Athens and 
added many palaces and temples, 
including the Parthenon.

• To enable even the poorest citizen 
to participate in government, 
Pericles extended payment to 
jurors (a panel of 6000 citizens 
chosen annually by lot) and to 
members of the council. 

• The majority of the inhabitants of 
Athens, however, were not 
recognized as citizens. 

• Women, slaves, and resident 
aliens were denied citizenship 
and had no voice in the 
government. 
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http://www.sfusd.k12.ca.us/schwww/sch61

8/Ancient_Greece/Ancient_Greece_Websit

es_PB.html

http://www.sfusd.k12.ca.us/schwww/sch618/Ancient_Greece/Ancient_Greece_Websites_PB.html

• As a military 
state, Sparta
had the best 
army in ancient 
Greece; it was 
the most 
powerful state 
before the rise 
of Athens 
following the 
Persian Wars. 

How does Athenian citizenship compare and 
contrast with citizenship in Sparta, Athen’s rival? 
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• A lawmaker named Lycurgus set up Sparta’s government.

• The Spartans had no historical literature or written laws.

• The state was ruled by two hereditary kings who were equal in 
authority.

• The kings’ power was limited by the Spartan Assembly, made up 
of all males over the age of 30, who passed laws and made 
decisions concerning war and peace.

• The Assembly elected five overseers, or ephors, to administer 
public affairs.

• A Council of Elders, 28 males over the age of 60, served as a 
Supreme Court.

.

.

.

.

.

Shortly after birth, a child 
was brought before the 
elders of the tribe. If found 
defective or weakly, the 
baby was dropped off a cliff 
called the Apothetae, or 
Place of Rejection.

Until the age of seven, 
boys were educated at 
home and were taught to 
fight their fears as well as 
general superstitionTheir training was  

then undertaken by 

the state. This training 

consisted of physical 

exercises, such as 

dancing, gymnastics 

and ball-games.

At the age of twenty, the 

Spartan began his 

military service and his 

membership in one of 

the dining messes or 

clubs. 

After proper training, 

native Spartans exercised 

the full rights and duties 

of a citizen at age thirty.
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Read “Ancient Sparta” and

“Athens: School for Citizens” (again) 
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• Women were freer than in other Greek 
societies. 

• Young girls trained in wrestling, gymnastics, 
and boxing and competed naked with men.

• Women could go shopping in the marketplace, 
own property, and express their opinions on 
public issues.

• Women married at 19 rather than 14.
• They were able to negotiate with their 

husbands to bring their lovers into their 
homes! 

• Husbands often encouraged their wives to bear 
the children of other men due to the belief that 
it was important to bear many children for the 
good of the city.  

• The concept of "adultery" was alien to the 
Spartans.

• The Spartans encouraged pederasty--the 
relationship between older, accomplished men 
with younger men. This was supposed to be 
conducive to the education of the young man.
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Activity--Dialogue: One day a Male 
and Female Spartan met a Male and 
Female Athenian…

• Directions: The goal of this assignment is to 
create a dialogue between four characters.
– Your dialogue must emphasize the cultural, 

political and military differences between 
Athenians and Spartans.  

– Your dialogue should feature a dispute about 
which city-state is better: Athens or Sparta.  
Make sure to use historical facts in the dialogue!  

– Central Question: Who has more bragging 
rights?
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• After forming the Delian League, an alliance of 
Greek city-states, Athens used its growing treasury 
to totally free Greece from threat of Persian rule and 
to fund lavish building projects, including the 
Parthenon.

• Pericles insisted that all city-states adopt the 
Athenian coinage system, that all criminal cases be 
tried in Athens, and that Athenian troops be placed 
on guard throughout Greece.

• Fearing that Athens was forming a powerful empire, 
Sparta, a rival city-state, decided to ally with Persia 
against Athens.
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• While Athens faired 
well early on, Persia 
supplied Sparta with 
gold, allowing it to 
build its own fleet.

• In 429 B.C.E., a plague 
struck Athens, killing 
one-third of its 
population, including 
Pericles.

• Weakened, Athens lost 
many of its allies to the 
Spartan League, but 
the war remained 
deadlocked for many 
years.

Greek hoplite

• The Spartans eventually 
destroyed the Athenian navy 
and then laid siege to Athens 
itself, which surrendered in 
404 B.C.E.

• While Sparta attempted to rule 
the Greek city-states, the harsh 
and incompetent Spartan 
rulers were overthrown by a 
Theban alliance in 371 B.C.E. 

• Because the Greeks remained 
unable to govern themselves, 
they were eventually 
conquered by a new invader, 
the Macedonians. The golden 
age of Greece had ended.
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EffectsCauses

Events of The 

Peloponnesian 

Wars
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• Herodotus, known as 
the ”father of history,” 
recorded the Persian 
Wars in his work 
Historia, or 
“investigation.”

• He wrote about military 
and political events, 
outstanding individuals, 
social customs, and 
religious beliefs, including 
supernatural explanations 
of events.

• From the Historia, later 
historians have learned 
about the culture of the 
period and about the 
civilizations that 
Herodotus visited.
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• The historian Thucydides
wrote about the Peloponnesian 
War.  

• He is often regarded as the first 
scientific historian because he 
rejected the idea that deities 
played a part in human history.

• He was accurate and impartial 
as possible, visiting battle sites, 
carefully examining documents, 
and accepting only the evidence 
of eyewitnesses to events.
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• Greek philosophers (Socrates, Plato, 
Aristotle) also had their part in the 
Greek society, and they debated the 
important questions of existence--the 
meaning of life and death. 

• They used logical reasoning, rather 
than rely on myth to explain 
phenonomen in the world.

• The early Greek philosophers, 
beginning with Thales of Miletus 
around 600 B.C., insisted that the 
phenomena of the universe can be 
explained by natural rather than 
supernatural causes. 

• In religion, for example, Anaximander 
argued that thunder and lightning 
were caused by blasts of wind and not 
by Zeus' thunderbolts. 

• This rejection of mythological 
explanations and the use of reason to 
explain natural phenomena has been 
called the "Greek miracle."
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• During the last half of the fifth 
century B.C., professional teachers, 
called Sophists ("intellectuals"), 
taught a variety of subjects, including 
arts and sciences, which they claimed 
would lead to material success. 

• The most popular subject was 
rhetoric, the art of persuasion, or how 
to take either side of an argument. 

• The Sophists submitted all 
conventional beliefs to the test of 
rational criticism. Concluding that 
truth was relative, they denied the 
existence of universal standards to 
guide human actions.

• Unlike the Sophists, 
Socrates believed that by 
asking questions and 
subjecting the answers to 
logical analysis, 
agreement could be 
reached about ethical 
standards and rules of 
conduct. 

• Hence, the Socratic 
method--searching for the 
truth through ongoing 
questioning and analysis.
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Socrates' quest for truth led to his 
undoing. 
The Athenians, unnerved by their defeat 
in the Peloponnesian War, arrested him 
on the charge of impiety and corrupting 
the youth. 
By a slim majority a jury of citizens 
condemned Socrates to die, a fate he 
accepted without rancor and with a last 
request: That he die by poison!

Jacques-Louis David [The Death of Socrates], 1787 Metropolitan Museum 

of Art, New York
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Daniel Nicholas Chodowiecki [The death of Socrates?], 18th 

- 19th century

Antoine Louis Romanet

Aglae, 18th - 19th century



7/9/2009

43

Socrates Mock Trial Procedures--See the  
requirements for your group, below:

• Everyone: Read the article “The Trial of Socrates” and highlight important facts about Socrates 
life, his teachings, the trial, and his death.

• Judges: You must master court trial procedure and direct every step of the trial!  You are in 
charge!  In addition, if an attorney cries “objection!” you must decide to “sustained” (agree with 
the objection) or “overruled” (disagree with the objection).  Prepare a two-column chart, one 
column with 10 facts favoring the defense, the other column with 10 facts favoring the 
prosecution.

• Prosecution Team: Prepare opening statement, 10 good arguments with evidence, fact-based 
questions for witnesses, closing statement.

• Defense Team: Prepare opening statement, 10 good arguments with evidence, fact-based 
questions for witnesses, closing statement.

• Witnesses: Become a master of your role in the trial.  If you are Socrates, you must KNOW him 
and how he would respond to questions.  You must provide factual answers!  Develop 10 facts 
about Socrates, especially concerning his teachings.

• Jury: Review the grading rubric for the court trial. Prepare a two-column chart, one column 
with 10 fact-based arguments for the defense, the other column  with 10 fact-based arguments 
for the prosecution. You should expect to see some of the these arguments presented during the 
trial. You will unanimously reach a verdict towards the end of the trial.
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• After Socrates' death, philosophical 
leadership passed to his most 
famous disciple, Plato (427-347 
B.C.). 

• Like Socrates, Plato believed that 
truth exists, but only in the realm 
of thought, the spiritual world of 
Ideas or Forms. 

• The task for humans is to come to 
know the True Reality - the eternal 
Ideas behind these imperfect 
reflections. 
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• Disillusioned by Athenian democracy, Plato proposed a new type of 
government in his work The Republic, based on the following 
principles:
(1) The state's basic function, founded on the Idea of Justice, was the 
satisfaction of the common good. 
(2) The state regulated every aspect of life, including thought. 
(3) Private property was abolished because it bred selfishness. 
(4) Since there is no difference between men and women, women 
should receive the same education and hold the same occupations as 
men. 
(5) Individuals belonged to one of three classes: workers who 
produced the necessities of life, warriors who guarded the state, and 
philosophers who ruled in the best interests of all the people.

• Plato founded the Academy in Athens, where he taught his students, 
whom he expected to become the intellectual elite who would 
reform society.

• Plato's greatest pupil was Aristotle (384-322 
B.C.), who set up his own school, the Lyceum, 
at Athens. 

• Reacting against Plato's thought, Aristotle 
insisted that Ideas have no separate existence 
apart from the material world; knowledge of 
universal Ideas is the result of the painstaking 
collection and organization of particular facts. 

• Aristotle's Lyceum became a center for the 
analysis of data and laid the foundations for 
many branches of learning, including history, 
biology, mathematics, astronomy, physics, 
literary criticism, rhetoric, logic, politics, 
ethics, and metaphysics .
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• Aristotle's the Ethics and the Politics deal with 
the "philosophy of human affairs," whose object 
is the acquisition and maintenance of human 
happiness. 

• In the Politics Aristotle viewed the state as 
necessary "for the sake of the good life," because 
its laws and educational system provide the 
most effective training needed for the attainment 
of moral virtue and hence happiness. 

• He also strongly supported the combined use of 
inductive and deductive reasoning.
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• Aeschylus (525-456 
B.C.) was the first 
Greek writer of 
tragedy.

• In a tragedy, the lead 
character struggles 
against fate only to be 
doomed to an 
unhappy, or tragic, 
ending.

• His most famous is 
Oresteia, which 
focuses on King 
Agamemnon’s family 
and how the 
consequences of one’s 
deeds are carried 
down from generation 
to generation.
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• As a former Athenian general 
of the Peloponnesian War, 
Sophocles--another writer of 
Greek tragedy--concluded 
that human suffering is an 
unavoidable part of life.

• His most famous play is 
Oedipus Rex, which deals 
with the plight of Oedipus 
who is doomed by the deities 
to kill his father and marry his 
mother.

• Instead of dealing with 
the influence of the 
gods on human actions, 
Euripides focused on 
the qualities human 
beings possess that 
bring disaster on 
themselves.

• Euripides also criticized 
the Trojan War and 
warfare in general.
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• Aristophanes was the most 
famous writer of Greek 
comedies due to his 
imaginative social satire. 

• He often made witty 
comments about leading 
figures, such as Euripides, 
and about issues of his day.

• Masked Chorus of Old Men of 
Argos in the opening scene of 
Agamemnon, the Peter Hall/Tony 
Harrison production, National 
Theatre, London, 1981.
Courtesy of Photostage/Donald 
Cooper 

• As in an ancient production, the 
cast was entirely male and both the 
translation and direction reflected 
the view that Aeschylus' trilogy 
mapped the emergence and civic 
acceptance of male supremacy, not 
only in war but in law. Hall's 
staging was highly stylized in an 
attempt to convey ancient 
theatrical experience.

Exploring European Identities, 
'Ancient Greek drama on the 
modern European stage: identities 
and performance' 
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• Since much of ancient Greek life was dominated by 
religion, the temples of ancient Greece were the biggest and 
most beautiful. 

• They served a political purpose as well, and were often 
built to celebrate civic power and pride.

• The Greeks developed three architectural systems, called 
orders, each with their own distinctive proportions and 
detailing. 

• The Greek orders include

– Doric

– Ionic

– Corinthian 
Let’s take a look at each…
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• The Parthenon, built in the 5th

century BC, is an example of the 
Doric order.   It is a temple of Athena 
Parthenos ("Virgin"), Greek goddess 
of wisdom, and is located on the 
Acropolis in Athens. 

• The Temple of Athena Nike is an 
example of the Ionic order.  This 
temple is part of the Acropolis in the 
city of Athens. 
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• The Corinthian style is 
seldom used in the Greek 
world, but often seen on 
Roman temples. 

• The temple of Zeus at Athens, 
completed by Emperor 
Hadrian in the 2d cent. A.D., 
was perhaps the most notable 
of the Corinthian temples.
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• The pottery had different shapes for different 
functions.  

--Examples: The krator had a wide mouth for ease of 
mixing wine with water. The amphora—a large vase 
for storing oil—was usually decorated with 
mythological scenes.

• This ancient vase 
painting shows 
Odysseus stabbing the 
eye of Polyphemus, the 
most famous of the 
younger cyclops.
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• Reached its height during Pericles’ time.

• Myron, a great Greek sculptor, portrayed 
idealized views of what people should look like.

--Example: The Discus Thrower—the intricate 
lines of the body display the athlete’s excellent 
physical conditioning.

• Phidias, who was in charge of the Parthenon’s 
sculptures, emphasized mythological themes.

--Example: The towering statue of Athena, made 
of gold and ivory plates, showed the goddess in 
her warlike aspect , carrying a shield, spear, and 
helmet.

• (left) The Charioteer of 
Delphi, Delphi 
Archaeological Museum. 

• One of the greatest 
surviving works of Greek 
sculpture, it dates from 
about 470 BC, and is part 
of a larger group of 
statuary which was given 
to the Sanctuary of Apollo 
at Delphi by Polyzalos, 
brother of the tyrant of 
Syracuse. A bronze in the 
Early Classical style, it is 
one of the few Greek 
statues to retain its inlaid 
glass eyes.
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• South Metope 
IV, A Centaur 
about to strike 
a fallen Lapith. 

• In the West, the art of the Roman Empire was largely 
derived from Greek models. 

• In the East, Alexander the Great's conquests initiated 
several centuries of exchange between Greek, Central 
Asian and Indian cultures, resulting in Greco-
Buddhist art, with ramifications as far as Japan. 

• Following the Renaissance in Europe, the humanist 
aesthetic and the high technical standards of Greek 
art inspired generations of European artists. 

• Well into the 19th century, the classical tradition 
derived from Greece dominated the art of the western 
world. 
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Name:

Ancient Greek Art 
Activity:

• Directions: Read 
“Greek Art.” Then,  

• Using the basic 
elements of Greek 
art and the main 
characters and 
events of your 
chosen myth, draw 
your own represent-
ation of the myth on 
this vase!

• The ancient Olympic Games were 
primarily a part of a religious 
festival in honor of Zeus, the father 
of the Greek gods and goddesses. 

• The festival and the games were 
held in Olympia, a rural sanctuary 
site in the western Peloponnesos. 

• Pottery dating from around 550 BC 
shows men taking part in the 
games naked or wearing only a 
thong. 

• Women were not allowed to watch 
or participate in the games due to 
the attire (or lack thereof) worn by 
male competitiors. 

• However, there was a separate 
festival in honor of Hera (the wife 
of Zeus). This festival included 
foot races for unmarried girls. 

What about now…



7/9/2009

60

• The first Olympic Games were held in 776 B.C. to 
honor Zeus. 

• Many sports originated as fitness training for war: 
running, chariot racing, long jump, javelin, discus, and 
fighting. Winners were greatly honored and presented 
with a laurel-leaf crown from a sacred tree. 

• The Games were held every four years. 

• Even during wars, a truce would be declared so that the 
Games could take place.

• Women had their own games, honoring Hera, Zeus’s 
wife.

• The first modern Olympics was 
held in Athens, Greece, in 1896. 

• The Modern Olympic flag of five 
linked rings, each with a primary 
color used in the flags of the 
nations competing in the games, 
was introduced in 1908. 

• The idea of the Olympic torch or 
Olympic Flame was first 
inaugurated in the 1932 Olympic 
Games in Los Angeles. 

• Currently, more than forty 
sporting events are held for both 
men and women talented 
enough to qualify.
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• Purpose—Your motive or reason for hosting the event.

• Themes—What aspects of Ancient Greek culture do you want to 
focus on?

• Events—What types of activities will you plan?

• Schedule—Begin the event at 8:00 am and plan it until 3:00 pm. 
Plan at least one event for every hour.

• Promotion—Think about slogans, pictures, and graphics that 
will attract faculty and students to the event. 

• Benefit--How will the proceeds (profits) from this event benefit 
the school?

• Your Final Product: A brochure advertising Greek Heritage Day, 
featuring: 1) an ad on the cover, 2) purpose and themes, 3) a 
schedule of events with detailed descriptions, 4) an explanation 
about how the proceeds will be used to improve the school.

REVIEW
Student’s Name:
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