Lesson Number: 
Eight
Lesson Title:  
Voices of Poets and Balladeers
Unit Title: 

The Great Depression and New Deal

Grade/Subject:  
Eighth Grade U.S. History from 1880
Teacher: 

Debra Krawetz

1. Expectations

The students will be able to identify the major themes and messages in Great Depression and Dust Bowl era music and poetry. Students will be introduced to the works of song writer Woody Guthrie and poet Langston Hughes, and analyze how their lyrics spoke out on the social and economic issues of the 1930’s and 1940’s. 

2. Engagement

· Present the two poems by Langston Hughes to the class on handout #1 and handouts #2.  Explain to the students that the relationship between African Americans and Franklin D. Roosevelt was paradoxical. Roosevelt won the hearts and the votes of African Americans in unprecedented numbers, however FDR accepted segregation; and condoned discrimination in federally funded relief programs. In, “Ballad of Roosevelt,” Hughes criticized the unfulfilled promises that FDR made to the poor. The “Blues for FDR” was composed in 1945 on the occasion of Roosevelt’s death. Have the students read the two poems and go over the discussion questions.

· Play and review the lyrics to the two versions of “This Land if Your Land” (handout #3) and discuss the questions and how the versions are alike and different. 

· Ask students in small groups to write their own verses to the song related to life in America during the 1930 and 1940’s. 

· Optional – Art Activity –  if you have time:  Distribute copies of the lyrics to the two Dust Bowl songs by Woody Guthrie (handouts #4 and #5), Brother Can You spare a Dine (handout #6),  and Route 66 (handout #7), and have students read, discuss the songs,  and then draw  a visual representation of the meaning of the songs on large paper.

.

3. Exploration

Students will  discover the ideas conveyed in the artists’ work from examination of the lyrics, active listening,  critical thinking, group discussion, and visual expression. Through exploring the meaning of the lyrics of Hughes’ poetry and Guthrie’s songs, students will achieve a better understanding of some of the social and economic issues of the Depression era. 

4. Explanation

Students will show their understanding in by answering questions, in writing, and in art expressions. 

5. Evaluation

Student work will be un-graded.  The teacher will walk around to see what the different groups are discussing, writing and drawing.  At the end of the lesson, the teacher will walk around the room to check off each student’s work.

6. Differentiation

Students of varied ability levels will work in large and small groups, sharing and utilizing their ideas and skills.  Enlarged copies of handouts and transparencies will be made for students who have visual difficulties. Special needs students will choose what song they want to illustrate. 

7. Handouts and Materials
· Woody Guthrie, Dust Bowl Ballads:  http://www.geocities.com/Nashville/3448/dbball.html
· Woody Guthrie Folk Archives: http://rs6.loc.gov/ammem/wwghtml/wwghome.html
· New Yorker, Biography Review on Woody Guthrie: http://www.newyorker.com/critics/books/?040329crbo_books
· Langston Hughes – History Matters: http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5096/
· Modern American Poetry of the Great Depression: http://www.english.uiuc.edu/maps/depression/depression.htm
· New Deal Network: http://newdeal.feri.org/magpie/index.htm
Lesson Eight: Handout #1
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Ballad of Roosevelt, 1934

By Langston Hughes

Langston Hughes was a leading figure of the Harlem Renaissance. In “Ballad of Roosevelt,” Hughes criticized the unfulfilled promises that FDR had made to the poor. 
The pot was empty,

The cupboard was bare.

I said, Papa,

What's the matter here?

I'm waitin' on Roosevelt, son,

Roosevelt, Roosevelt,

Waitin' on Roosevelt, son.

The rent was due,

And the lights was out.

I said, Tell me, Mama,

What's it all about?

We're waitin' on Roosevelt, son,

Roosevelt, Roosevelt,

Just waitin' on Roosevelt.

Sister got sick

And the doctor wouldn't come

Cause we couldn't pay him

The proper sum--

A-waitin' on Roosevelt,

Roosevelt, Roosevelt,

A-waitin' on Roosevelt.

Then one day

They put us out o' the house.

Ma and Pa was

Meek as a mouse

Still waitin' on Roosevelt,

Roosevelt, Roosevelt. But when they felt those

Cold winds blow

And didn't have no

Place to go

Pa said, "imp tired

O' waitin' on Roosevelt,

Roosevelt, Roosevelt.

Damn tired o' 

waitin' on Roosevelt.

I can't git a job

And I can't git no grub

Backbone and navel's

Doin' the belly-rub--

A-waitin' on Roosevelt,

Roosevelt, Roosevelt.

And a lot o' other folks

What's hungry and cold

Done stopped believin'

What they been told

By Roosevelt

Roosevelt, Roosevelt--

Cause the pot's still empty,

And the cupboard's still bare

And you can't build a bungalow

Out o'air--

Mr. Roosevelt, listen!

What's the matter here?



Questions:

1. What phrases repeat in this poem and why? Explain their significance. 

2. What does the narrator of the poem think about Roosevelt’s promises his community?
3. What is the main message that Hughes is conveying in his poem?
Lesson Eight: Handout #2
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Gonna Miss President Roosevelt:  

The Blues for FDR, 1945
By Langston Hughes
Well you know that President Roosevelt he was awful fine,

He helped the crippled boys and he almost healed the blind,

Oh yes, gonna miss President Roosevelt.

Well he’s gone, he’s gone, but his spirit always 'll on.

He traveled out East, he traveled to the West,

But of all the Presidents, President Roosevelt was the best,

Oh yes, gonna miss 

Well now he traveled by land and he traveled by sea,

He helped the United States boys, and he also helped Chinese,

Oh yes, gonna miss 

President Roosevelt went to Georgia boy, and he ride around and round,

I guess he imagined he seen that Pale Horse when they was trailin' him down.

Oh yes, gonna miss 

Well now the rooster told the hen “I want to crow, 

You know President Roosevelt has gone, can’t live in this shack no more,”

Oh yes, we’re gonna miss President Roosevelt,

Well he’s gone, he’s gone, but his spirit always’ll live on. 



Questions:

1. This poem was written over ten years after the first one. How did the poet’s attitude changed toward Roosevelt? 

2. What accomplishment does Hughes attribute to Roosevelt?

3. FDR’s record on civil rights is controversy. He needed the support of Southern Democrats for his New Deal, and taking an active position on civil rights could have threatened his ability to pass programs. If Langston Hughes had the chance to speak with FRD privately, what might he have said to him?

Lesson Eight: Handout #3
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This Land is Your Land, By Woody Guthrie
Original Title, “God Blessed America”
God Blessed America For Me  –1940 Version
This land is your land, this land is my land

From  California to the New York Island 

From the Redwood Forest, 

to the Gulf stream waters,

God blessed America for me.

As I went walking that ribbon of highway

And saw above me that endless skyway,

And saw below me the golden valley, I said:

God blessed America for me.

I roamed and rambled and followed my footsteps

To the sparkling sands of her diamond deserts,

And all around me , a voice was sounding:

God blessed America for me.

Was a high wall there that tried to stop me

A sign was painted said: Private Property,

But on the back side it didn't say nothing --

God blessed America for me.

When the sun come shining, then I was strolling

In wheat fields waving and dust clouds rolling;

The voice was chanting as the fog was lifting:

God blessed America for me.

One bright sunny morning 

in the shadow of the steeple

By the Relief Office, I saw my people --

As they stood hungry, I stood there wondering if

God blessed America for me.



This Land is Your Land  –1945 Version
This land is your land, 

This land is my land

From the Redwood Forest 

to the New York Island, 

The Canadian mountain to the Gulf Stream waters…  This land is made for you and me.

As I go walking this ribbon of highway

I see above me this endless skyway

And all around me the wind keeps saying:

This land is made for you and me.

I roam and I ramble and 

I follow my footsteps

Till I come to the sands of 

her mineral desert

The mist is lifting and the voice is saying:

This land is made for you and me.

Where the wind is blowing 

I go a strolling

The wheat field waving and 

the dust a rolling

The fog is lifting and the wind is saying:

This land is made for you and me.

Nobody living can ever stop me

As I go walking my freedom highway

Nobody living can make me turn back

This land is made for you and me

.



QUESTIONS
1. How are these versions two alike?  How are they different?

2. Which words or phrases refer to the hard times or dust bowl?

3. What is lyrics reflect on what’s positive about America? Which reflect on what’s negative?

4. Why do you think the lyrics were changed?
Lesson Eight: Handout #4
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Dust Storm Disaster, 1935

By Woody Guthrie

On the 14th day of April of 1935,
There struck the worst of dust storms that ever filled the sky.

You could see that dust storm comin', 

the cloud looked deathlike black,

And through our mighty nation, it left a dreadful track.

From Oklahoma City to the Arizona line,

Dakota and Nebraska to the lazy Rio Grande,

It fell across our city like a curtain of black rolled down,

We thought it was our judgment, we thought it was our doom.

The radio reported, we listened with alarm,

The wild and windy actions of this great mysterious storm;

From Albuquerque and Clovis, and all New Mexico,

They said it was the blackest that ever they had saw.

From old Dodge City, Kansas, the dust had rung their knell,

And a few more comrades sleeping on top of old Boot Hill.

From Denver, Colorado, they said it blew so strong,

They thought that they could hold out, but they didn't know how long.

Our relatives were huddled into their oil boom shacks,

And the children they was cryin' as it whistled through the cracks.

And the family it was crowded into their little room,

They thought the world had ended, and they thought it was their doom.

The storm took place at sundown, it lasted through the night,

When we looked out next morning, we saw a terrible sight.

We saw outside our window where wheat fields they had grown

Was now a rippling ocean of dust the wind had blown.

It covered up our fences, it covered up our barns,

It covered up our tractors in this wild and dusty storm.

We loaded our jalopies and piled our families in,

We rattled down that highway to never come back again. 

Lesson Eight: Handout #5

Dust Bowl Refugees

By Woody Guthrie
Note: Guthrie hated the term, “Dust Bowl Refugees.”  He introduced this song by saying, “You know, there are different kinds of refugees. There are people who are forced to take refuge under a railroad bridge because they ain't got no place else to go, and there are those who take refuge in public office...” 
I'm a dust bowl refugee,

Just a dust bowl refugee,

From that dust bowl to the peach bowl,

Now that peach fuzz is a-killin' me.

'Cross the mountains to the sea,

Come the wife and kids and me.

It's a hot old dusty highway

For a dust bowl refugee.

Hard, it's always been that way

, Here today and on our way

Down that mountain, 'cross the desert,

Just a dust bowl refugee.

We are ramblers, so they say,

We are only here today,

Then we travel with the seasons,

We're the dust bowl refugees.

From the south land and the drought land,

Come the wife and kids and me,

And this old world is a hard world

For a dust bowl refugee.

Yes, we ramble and we roam

And the highway that's our home,

It's a never-ending highway

For a dust bowl refugee.

Yes, we wander and we work

In your crops and in your fruit,

Like the whirlwinds on the desert

That's the dust bowl refugees.

I'm a dust bowl refugee,

I'm a dust bowl refugee,

And I wonder will I always

Be a dust bowl refugee?
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Lesson Eight: Handout #6
Audio: http://www.authentichistory.com/audio/1930s/music/1932-Brother_Can_You_Spare_a_Dime.html
Brother, Can You Spare a Dime?

Rudy Vallee, 10/27/32
They used to tell me I was building a dream

And so I followed the mob

When there was earth to plow or guns to bear

I was always there, right on the job

They used to tell me I was building a dream

With peace and glory ahead

Why should I be standing in line

Just waiting for bread?

Once I built a railroad, made it run

Made it race against time

Once I built a railroad, now it's done

Brother can you spare a dime?

Once I built a tower to the sun

Brick and rivet and lime

Once I built a tower, now it's done

Brother can you spare a dime?

Once in khaki suits, gee we looked swell

Full of that yankee doodle dum

Half a million boots went sloggin' through hell

And I was the kid with a drum

Say, Don't you remember they called me Al?

It was Al all the time

Say, don't you remember, I'm your pal

Buddy can you spare a dime?

Lesson Eight: Handout #7
ROUTE 66

By Bobby Troup, 1946
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Well if you ever plan to motor west

Just take my way that's the highway 

That's the best

Get your kicks on Route 66

Well it winds from Chicago to L.A.

More than 2000 miles all the way

Get your kicks on Route 66

Well goes from St. Louie down to Missouri

Oklahoma City looks oh so pretty

You'll see Amarillo and Gallup, 

New Mexico

Flagstaff, Arizona don't forget Winona Kingman, Barstow, San Bernardino

Would you get hip to this kindly tip

And go take that California trip

Get your kicks on Route 66

Well goes from St. Louie 

down to Missouri

Oklahoma city looks oh so pretty

You'll see Amarillo and Gallup, 

New Mexico

Flagstaff, Arizona don't forget Winona

Kingman, Barstow, San Bernardino

Would you get hip to this kindly tip

And go take that California trip

Get your kicks on Route 66

Note: Route # 66 was a major migratory path out west that traveled from Chicago to California during the Dust Bowl of the 1930s. It’s nicknames are, “Main Street of America” and “Mother Road.”  The song, “Get Your Kicks On Route 66” is an American popular song, composed in 1946 by Bobby Troup and first recorded that same year by Nat King Cole. Troup conceived the idea for the song while driving west from Pennsylvania to, California. The lyrics celebrate the romance and freedom of automobile travel. 

[image: image7.wmf]Map of Route 66 
*Supplemental handout. Integration with Language Arts

The Grapes of Wrath, by John Steinbeck, 1939

This small excerpt from Steinbeck’s novel depicts the hardships that farmers faced during the Dust Bowl and the Great Depression. 
Man going by foot to California.
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“And then the dispossessed were drawn west- from Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico; from Nevada and Arkansas, families, tribes, dusted out, tractored out. Carloads, caravans, homeless and hungry; twenty thousand and fifty thousand and a hundred thousand and two hundred thousand. They streamed over the mountains, hungry and restless - restless as ants, scurrying to find work to do - to lift, to push, to pull, to pick, to cut - anything, any burden to bear, for food. The kids are hungry. We got no place to live. Like ants scurrying for work, for food, and most of all for land.” –John Steinbeck



FIRST:  Pretend that you are traveling, by car or by foot out to California. Write a one-page journal entry about what your trip on Route 66 is like.
SECOND: Illustrate the famous passage above from “The Grapes of Wrath.” Use colored pencils adding detail to the text.
OPTIONAL:  Skip to Lesson Ten, Summative Assessment introduction, if not enough time permits, or this can be a homework assignment. 
Lesson Number: 
Nine
Lesson Title:  
Great Depression Era Final Projects  
Unit Title: 

The Great Depression and New Deal

Grade/Subject:  
Eighth Grade U.S. History from 1880

The Great Depression Era:  Create one of these projects at home
1. Students create a scrapbook from the point of view of a farmer who lived during the Dust Bowl, or a migrant worker. 

2. Create a photograph exposé of 10-15 of Dorothea Lange’s photography work, with one a short description for each photograph, 

3. Present a PPT on the scientific causes of the Dust Bowl, why it happened and how modern farming 

4. Roosevelt participated in the internment of Japanese-Americans during World War II, and has been charged with not acting “quickly or decisively” enough to prevent or stop the Holocaust. Research one of these topics and present a poster or PPT to the class on your finding.

5. Enlarge a well know photograph such as Dorthea Lange’s Migrant Mother on a large piece of paper in colored pencil.  Draw a grid to help you enlarge the image.

6. Make a time line of FDR’s life with a picture or clip art on each important date in his life.

7. Research Eleanor Roosevelt and make up an interview with her on her life, answering the questions with actual quotes and events in her life.

8. Research the NYSE and make a flip chart of the history of the stock exchange in the United States. 

9. Research who Woody Guthrie was and make a songbook of 1930’s and 1940’s songs that he wrote.  At the end of the book, include a one-page biography on Guthrie’s life and a page of photo images.

10. Make a book, the ABC’s of the Great Depression. For each letter include a vocabulary word, a full sentence with the word in it, and a picture.  

Lesson Number: 
Ten
Lesson Title:  
Great Depression Era Final Projects  
Unit Title: 

Summative Assessment Introduction

Grade/Subject:  
Eighth Grade U.S. History from 1880

Summative Assessment Lesson 

· Students will research and debate a position posed in one of the Summative Assessment options, choosing from Option #1 or Option #2

· Time will be provided in class to research their positions

· Students will write a five-paragraph essay stating their position 

· Students will present their positions to class

OPTION 1:  

The New Deal Debate:  Did the New Deal “Solve” the Great Depression?

Position #1:  Defend the New Deal
The New Deal helped to solve the economic hardships that Americans experienced during the Great Depression, alleviating much of the economic stress that people faced in their daily lives and allowing the country to recover and get back to work. The New Deal prevented the economic and political collapse of the United States and created agencies to help prevent future depressions.

Position #2:  Oppose the New Deal

The New Deal did not help to solve the economic hardships that Americans experienced during the Great Depression. The New Deal was a socialistic program that has overly expanded the role of the federal government. Too much power has been shifted to Washington, and too much money spent on its programs at a time that we should be reserving resources.



OPTION 2:

Does the federal government have the authority and responsibility to establish social and economic programs to improve the quality of life for its citizens who need help? 

















































































































 































































 

































































Position #1:  The federal should support the people who need help. It is the government’s duty to provide assistance to the underprivileged and those with fewer resources.  It is the federal government’s responsibility to establish social and economic programs to improve the quality of life for its citizens. Government involvement in caring for the needy should be expected.
Position #2:  The federal should not support the people who need help. America is the land of opportunity, and individuals should “work hard” to improve the economic situation for their family. It is not the federal government’s responsibility to establish social and economic programs to improve the quality of life for its citizens. Government involvement in caring for the needy should be not expected.

Unit Outline: The Great Depression and New Deal

	Lesson One
	Introduction           *See Handouts

	Lesson Objective
	This lesson will introduce the students to the Unit, The Great Depression and New Deal and receive background materials to the unit.  Students will also be introduced to the Summative Assessment activity.

	Motivation
	Students will be shown background information on the unit and the Summative Assessment and will be asked to pose questions that they will need to answer at the end of the unit.

	Content Literacy: How Students Make Meaning
	Students will read and receive copies of the Unit Introduction, Unit Why, Vocabulary List, and the Summative Assessment lesson. Students will read the Summative Assessment directions, discuss what a good product will look like, see the rubric, and infer what they need to know by the end of the unit to complete the Summative Assessment.

	Formative Assessment
	Students will answers questions posed in the introductory materials on Handout #1 and Handout #2.  Students will be asked to reflect on the questions they will need to explore to answer the questions and take a positions posed in the Summative Assessment.

	Differentiation 
	Students will answer questions based on their own understanding of the subject. Each student will develop questions based on the own needs regarding the Summative Assessment.


	Lesson Two
	The Causes of the Depression   *See Handouts

	Lesson Objective
	Students will learn about of the factors and causes leading up to 1929 Market Crash, read and discuss news headlines from 1929, and examine the new reports.

	Motivation
	Students will read the handout on the Causes of the Stock Market Crash and fill out a cause and effect page. Next, students will read news headlines from the period and fill out a financial plan on what stocks to buy.

	Content Literacy: How Students Make Meaning
	Students will read a list of the causes, reasons, and effects of the Stock Market Crash of 1929 and a list of Summer/Fall 1929 headlines. After reading these, students will conclude based on the information presented, what kind of an investment plan they should develop.  

	Formative Assessment
	Students will generate a cause and effect sheet, and group investment plans. Students will share their plans with the class.

	Differentiation 
	Students will answer questions based on their own understanding of the topic.  Students will work in cooperative groups of students of varying ability levels.


Unit Outline: The Great Depression and New Deal
	Lesson Three
	The Election of 1932

	Lesson Objective
	Students will learn about the candidates and issues involved in the 1932 presidential election and general sentiments of the country at this hard time.

	Motivation
	Students will look at a profile on Hoover and FDR, and examine how they differ on the issues and listen to an audio address given by Hoover.

	Content Literacy: How Students Make Meaning
	Before reading students will be introduced to the two 1932 Presidential candidates. During reading, students will read and or listen to a speech given by Hoover from 1932, and letter to President Hoover. 

	Formative Assessment
	Students will write a letter to President Hoover from the perspective of a homeless person living in a Hooverville camp. Letters will be shared aloud.

	Differentiation 
	Students will listen or read and listen to Hoover’s speech. The letters will reflect a basic understanding of the subject.  


	Lesson Four
	Roosevelt’s New Deal   *See Handouts

	Lesson Objective
	Students will learn how President Roosevelt’s New Deal helped Americans through the depression and analyze the main arguments of the New Deal critics. Students will discuss the responsibility of government to maintaining the economy and addressing the needs of American people.

	Motivation
	Students will be introduced to the topic through transparencies and discussion, and told that at the end of the lesson they will create Alphabet Agency posters. 

	Content Literacy: How Students Make Meaning
	Students will be introduced to the New Deal and FDR as the, “Man of the Hour” and read through and reflect on handouts #1-4 which include political cartoons and background information.

	Formative Assessment
	Have students create a poster of one of the Alphabet Agencies. –Fell directions on Handouts #5-8.

	Differentiation 
	Students will use their own creativity and learning style, to research and design a poster about one of the New Deal’s alphabet agencies. Students who require more time or need to work with a parent or resource teacher will be given that opportunity. The writing component of the activity will be adjusted for students who have difficulty writing.


Unit Outline: The Great Depression and New Deal

	Lesson Five
	FDR’s Fireside Chats    *See Handouts

	Lesson Objective
	Students will learn how FDR used his radio addresses, Fireside Chats to calm people’s fears, discuss and explain his new program and enlist public support.

	Motivation
	Students will read a transcript, or listen to an actual audio recording of a Fireside Chat.

	Content Literacy: How Students Make Meaning
	An introduction transparency will be shown and discussed, and students will take notes.  –Handout #1  

A copy of the transcript of the March 12, 1933 Fireside Chat, and Sound Recording Analysis Worksheet will be distributed while students listen.  –Handouts # 2 and #3. 

	Formative Assessment
	Students will write and perform a Fireside Chat of their own, designed to persuade or sell a New Deal proposal to the American people. –Handout #4

	Differentiation 
	Students will use their own creativity and learning style, to research, writer and perform a Fireside Chat.  Students who require more time or need to work with a parent or resource teacher will be given that opportunity. Students will also be given the option of working in pairs.  The writing or performance aspects of the activity will be adjusted for students who need learning accommodations.


	Lesson Six
	The Dust Bowl Years   Note: This will take 3-4 days       *See Handouts

	Lesson Objective
	From reading first hand accounts/articles, and viewing photo images of the Dust Bowl period, students will be able to identify the causes that led up to the Dust Bowl and empathize with the impact it had on people’s lives. Students will see how FDR responded to the needs to those affected by the Dust Bowl.

	Motivation
	Students will be introduced to the Dust Bowl. Next students will view of a series of actual photo images and then make inferences on how the impact of the Dust Bowl during the Great Depression years.

	Content Literacy: How Students Make Meaning
	Students will:

1. Learn about the Dust Bowl, and make inferences how it affected life, –Handouts #1-4

2. View a series of photographs and reflect on their content.  –Handout 5 

3. Read two articles and then write a letter to the editor about Dust Bowl conditions. –Handouts #6-8.

4. Read about how FDR and the public responded,  –Handouts #9-12

5. Supplemental Worksheets:  #13-14    *#13 is a possible homework assignment

	Formative Assessment
	Students will read two articles from the Dust Bowl era, Along The Road, and Flee Dust Bowl For California, and then write a letter to the editor commenting about the conditions of the migrant farmers. –Handouts #6, 7, and 8.

	Differentiation 
	Enlarged copies of handouts and transparencies will be made for students who have visual difficulties.  For note taking, students who have difficulty writing will be required to record less information. Students’ articles will reflect their “best” understanding of the material.  If they choose, or to only complete one news article.


Unit Outline: The Great Depression and New Deal
	Lesson Seven
	First Lady Standing Up for Civil Rights   -See Handouts

	Lesson Objective
	Students will be introduced to First Lady Eleanor Anna Roosevelt as First Lady of the World, and champion of social justice and civil rights

	Motivation
	Students will be told that Eleanor Roosevelt was not a typical First Lady of her day, and that she took important stands speaking out for civil rights.  Students will identify the controversial risks that Eleanor took, and learn about the protest she initiated as First Lady against the DAR.

	Content Literacy: How Students Make Meaning
	Students will view an introduction to Eleanor Roosevelt.  - Handout #1,

Students will read Eleanor Roosevelt’s syndicated “My Day” newspaper column on 2-27-1939, and her resignation letter to the DAR. –Handouts #2-3.

Students will read various articles on her resignation and the reaction from the media and the general-public. (Jigsaw or in small groups.) –Handouts #4-6

	Formative Assessment
	Students will write up the following on a large piece of paper: 

a) Article summary.  b) Analysis of article   c) A cartoon to that fits the theme of the article. *Distribute large paper and markers to for their summary and analysis presentation.

	Differentiation 
	Students of varied ability levels will work in small groups, sharing and utilizing their different skills reading the articles and making the posters.  


	Lesson Eight
	Voices of Poets and Balladeers  -See Handouts

	Lesson Objective
	The students will be able to identify the major themes and messages in Great Depression and Dust Bowl era music and poetry. 

	Motivation
	Students will be introduced to the works of song writer Woody Guthrie and poet Langston Hughes, and analyze how their lyrics spoke out on the social and economic issues of the 1930’s and 1940’s. Students will be told that they will learn the poetry and hear the music of this period, some of which they may already be familiar with because they are still popular today.

	Content Literacy: How Students Make Meaning
	Present the two poems by Langston Hughes to the class.  –Handout #1-2 

Play and review the lyrics of two versions of: “This Land if Your Land.” –Handout #3 and discuss the questions and how the versions are alike and different. 

Students will read and discuss selected Depression era poetry. –Handouts #4-7

	Formative Assessment
	In groups, students write their own verses to the song “This Land is Your Land” related to life in America during the 1930 and 1940’s.  Groups present their versions to the class in song.

	Differentiation 
	Students of varied ability levels will work in small groups, sharing and utilizing their ideas and skills.


Unit Outline: The Great Depression and New Deal 

	Lesson Nine
	Great Depression Era Final Projects     Optional Projects to be completed at home for homework. 

	Lesson Objective
	Work on a project independently at home. 

	Motivation
	At the end of the unit, students can select an area of interest to explore.

	Content Literacy: How Students Make Meaning
	Constructionist Learning Activity:  

Students will research their own topic and find, their own information from books and online.

	Formative Assessment
	Students select their own projects to be assessed.

	Differentiation 
	Student choice of projects based on interests and topics. Flexibility will be build into the projects for students who may need adaptations made.


	Lesson Ten
	Summative Assessment  *Attached. 

	Lesson Objective
	Students will complete a Summative Assessment to show what they have learned during the unit.

	Motivation
	Students will be told that this is their opportunity to show what they have learned in this Great Depression and New Deal unit.

	Content Literacy: How Students Make Meaning
	Depends on the reading materials that the students read for their Summative Assessments. 

	Formative Assessment
	This is a Summative Assessment assignment 

	Differentiation 
	Students can select Option #1 or Option #2. Accommodations will be made for students who may need the project modified. 


Summative Assessment Lesson 
· Students will research and debate a position posed in one of the Summative Assessment options, choosing from Option #1 or Option #2

· Time will be provided in class to research their positions

· Students will write a five-paragraph essay stating their position 

· Students will present their positions to class

Option 1:  The New Deal Debate:  Did the New Deal “Solve” the Great Depression?

Position #1:  Defend the New Deal
The New Deal helped to solve the economic hardships that Americans experienced during the Great Depression, alleviating much of the economic stress that people faced in their daily lives and allowing the country to recover and get back to work. The New Deal prevented the economic and political collapse of the United States and created agencies to help prevent future depressions.

Position #2:  Oppose the New Deal

The New Deal did not help to solve the economic hardships that Americans experienced during the Great Depression. The New Deal was a socialistic program that has overly expanded the role of the federal government. Too much power has been shifted to Washington, and too much money spent on its programs at a time that we should be reserving resources.



Option 2:  Does the federal government have the authority and responsibility to establish social and economic programs to improve the quality of life for its citizens who need help? 

















































































































 































































 


































































Position #1:  The federal should support the people who need help. It is the government’s duty to provide assistance to the underprivileged and those with fewer resources.  It is the federal government’s responsibility to establish social and economic programs to improve the quality of life for its citizens. Government involvement in caring for the needy should be expected.
Position #2:  The federal should not support the people who need help. America is the land of opportunity, and individuals should “work hard” to improve the economic situation for their family. It is not the federal government’s responsibility to establish social and economic programs to improve the quality of life for its citizens. Government involvement in caring for the needy should be not expected.


You will receive this Summative Assessment at the end of this unit.  What questions will you need to explore to answer the questions and take a position posed in this Summative Assessment? 

















































