
What ended Japan’s Imperialistic 

ambitions at the end of World War II 

in August, 1945?

The U.S. drops atom bombs on the Japanese 

cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki to force Japan 

to surrender!





Fission is the splitting of atoms into 

smaller pieces. In a fission chain reaction, 

neutrons hit atomic nuclei, releasing energy 

and neutrons, which strike other atoms, 

releasing yet more energy and yet more 

neutrons. This chain reaction is the heart of 

an atomic bomb.





Some strategies 

that were 

considered

by scientists and 

the Truman 

Administration.

Question:

What would be the

pros and cons of

each?







The Decision to 

Drop the A-Bombs:

Was it the right thing

to do?

• August 6, 1945 – Enola Gay drops bomb on Hiroshima

– 140,000 dead; tens of thousands injured; radiation 
sickness; 80% of buildings destroyed

• August 9, 1945 – second bomb dropped on Nagasaki

– 70,000 dead; 60,000 injured 



Key Facts and Consequences 

of the A-Bomb
• On August 6th 1945, the Enola Gay, a USA bomber, dropped 

a bomb called "Little Boy" on Hiroshima.

• Hiroshima was the first city ever targeted to be bombed by an 

atomic weapon. The battles at Dunkirk, the Battle of Britain 

and even Stalingrad seemed to pale into comparison with 

what took place in Hiroshima.

• The initial heat blast was 900 times hotter than the surface of 

the sun.

• 80,000 people were killed instantly – many vaporized 

underneath the bomb blast.

• By 1950, 200,000 people had died as a result of the bomb.

• Between 1950-1980, a further 97,000 people died from 

cancers associated with the radiation caused by "Little Boy"






