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Nazi Germany

Life in Nazi Germany 1933-9
Young people in

%

Flag of the Hitler Youth

Nazi party.

Hitler took great trouble to make sure that young people were loyal to him and to the

Hitler placed such importance on the young people because they were the future of his
Nazi policies. He wanted to make children believe in the superiority of the Aryan, the
‘master race’. He wanted young men to value the ideas of discipline, sacrifice and

obedience. The most important was Hitler himself - the Fihrer. All young Germans were taught to see
him as a father figure who should be given unguestioned loyalty from his people.

Education

In schools, textbooks were rewritten to paint a good picture of the
Nazis. The teaching of school subjects changed to indoctrinate
pupils. History was distorted to celebrate great German victories
and all disasters were blamed on the Communists and the Jews.
Every subject concentrated on putting across Nazi ideas. For
example Biology lessons were devoted to studying the differences
between races, explaining the greatness of the Aryan race. An
example maths problem can be seen on the right.

Teachers had to belong to the German Teachers League and were
made to put across Nazi ideas in their lessons. To make sure they
knew exactly what to do, teachers had to go on compulsory training
during school holidays.

A bomber aircraft on take-off
carries twelve dozen bombs,
each weighing ten kilos. The

aircraft takes off for Warsaw,

international centre of Jews. It
bombs the town. On take-off
with all the bombs on board and

a fuel tank containing 1000 kilos
of fuel, the aircraft weighed

about eight tons. When it
returns from the crusade, there
are still 230 kilos of fuel left.
What is the weight of the
aircraft when empty?

The Hitler Youth

Outside school, young people had to belong to youth organisations which taught
them loyalty to Hitler and trained them in military skills. There were five
organisations for youngsters to join. Together they made up the Hitler Youth

Movement:

Age Boys Girls A Hitler Youth award

6 -10 Pimpfen (The Little Fellows) GLOSSARY

10-14 Jungvolk (The Young Folk) Jungmadelbund (Young Girls) Indoctrinate -
getting people to

14-18 Hitler-Jugend (Hitler Youth) ]Bund Deutsche Madel (League of German Girls) believe in a set of

By 1938, some eight million young Germans belonged to the Hitler Youth.

ideas.

Continued »



Hitler stated his aims for the Hitler Youth: A German mother describes her son's training

“ A twelve mile march was considered nothing
T special for boys who are trained until they
The weak must be chiselled away. | can make a march of fifty miles without any
want young men and women who can food other than concentrated rations they
suffer pain. A young German must be carry in their packs. Nupp was recovering
a swift as a greyhound, as tough as from a heavy cold but he was not excused the
leather and as hard as Krupp's steel. hike. He had a severe relapse as a result...
" Later the doctor confided to me that often
When youngsters met in their groups the after one of these lengthy marches he had as
emphasis was on hard physical training. Every l many as thirty boys in hospital.

year, Hitler Youth Members had to go to

training camps where they learned how to read maps, did sports and gymnastics, and were taught
Nazi ideas. Camp training was taken very seriously. On one occasion, a fourteen year old sentry
standing guard at the entrance to a camp shot a ten year old boy who could not remember the
password.

Boys and girls could enjoy weekend trips, walking and sports. The League of German Girls
offered some the chance to break free from the female role model of child-care and devotion to

the family:
By Marianne MacKinnon, a member of the League of German Girls

I was not thinking of the Fuhrer when I gave the Nazi salute, but of games,
sports, hiking, singing, camping and other exciting activities. Many young
people like me had a thirst for action and found it in the Hitler Youth.
Almost everything took the form of competitions. Not only were there

E contests for the best performances in sport and at work, but each unit

wanted to have the best-kept home, or the most interesting travel album

Every youngster had a ‘performance book’ in which marks
for athletics, camping and fighting skills were recorded.
Those who got the best marks were sent to special schools
where they were trained to be the leaders of the future.
These ‘Adolf Hitler Schools’ took boys from the Jungvolk
at the age of twelve and gave them six years of tough
training before sending them on to university of the army.

The very best of these pupils went on to schools called
Order Castles where they were stretched to the very limit
of endurance. At these students were woken in the middle
of the night to do open air physical training exercises
during the winter. They played war games with live
ammunition. They washed in an icy stream two kilometres away from their living

An example of a Hitler Youth performance book

quarters. Students who were not injured or killed by their training graduated to | GLOSSARY
be the very models of Hitler’s idea of youth - swift, tough and very hard. Endurance -
stamina, potential.
During the later 1930s, after membership became compulsory, discipline was Compulsory -

. . . had to be done.
tightened even more. Some opposition groups grew, but were harshly dealt with.
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